
This is your free copy of this guide to the election.

The League of Women Voters of Central New
Mexico is a nonpartisan organization that provides
information about political issues and candidates for
public office in order to promote greater
responsibility and participation in government.
Because the League is nonpartisan, it DOES NOT
support or oppose any political party or candidate.
It does publish and distribute factual information for
citizens to use when preparing to vote.

The information in this Voter Guide was obtained by
means of questionnaires sent to all the candidates.
The answers provided by unopposed candidates
can be found at VOTE411.org. Answers are printed
exactly as provided by candidates through our
online portal. Because of space restrictions,
candidates are limited to a specific number of words.
All candidates are listed in the order they appear on
the Secretary of State Candidate List.

The information in this Voter Guide has been
carefully assembled and compiled to assure
maximum accuracy. However, the LWVCNM
assumes no responsibility either for the correctness
of the information furnished to the League by
candidates or other organizations or for errors or
omissions. In instances where there is a question of
potentially defamatory content, the League will defer
to the opinion of counsel.
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A general election will be held on Tuesday, November 8, 2022. A General Election is held the
first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in even-numbered years. If you are a citizen of
the United States, 18 years of age or older on Election Day, and registered to vote, you may
vote in this General Election. Questions about the election or voter registration should be
directed to your County Clerk.

League of Women Voters of Central New Mexico

505-468-1291
415 Silver Ave. SW, Alvarado Square
Albuquerque, NM 87102

LWVCNM - 6739 Academy NE, Suite 124, Albuquerque, NM 87109-3352, 505-884-8441

PDF available online at www.lwvcnm.org or go to VOTE411.org for extended Q&A with the
candidates.
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Bernalillo County Clerk

10/11/22

Important Dates to Remember

Absentee ballots sent to voters who requested them. Send a request for an
application for an absentee ballot to clerk@bernco.gov and an application will be sent
to you. An absentee ballot may be cast by any eligible voter.

Books close for online & paper registration
Absentee voting begins - mail or hand deliver completed  absentee ballot to any
recognized voter location. Completed absentee ballots may be turned in by the
voter who signed the packet, a member of the voter’s immediate family, or a
caretaker at any early voting site or a polling place on Election Day
In-person Voting & Same-Day Registration (SDR) begins at Clerk’s annex, 1500
Lomas NW, Ste. A, (M-F-8am-5pm) in Albuquerque for Bernalillo County and at
Administrative Bldg. D, 1500 Idalia Rd. Bernalillo, NM 87004 for Sandoval County.

SAME DAY REGISTRATION: You can register to vote, update your existing registration and vote
on the same day at most expanded early voting sites. To utilize SDR, a qualified elector should
bring with them:

a.
b.

c.

A New Mexico drivers’ license with photo ID
Any document that contains an address in the county together with a photo ID card
or
A current valid student photo ID card from a post-secondary educational institution in New
Mexico accompanied by a current student fee statement that contains the student’s address in
the county.

Due to Covid-19 concerns, there may be last-minute changes. Please check the sos.nm.gov
or vote411.org websites for up-to-date information.

505-867-7572
1500 Idalia Rd. Bldg. D
Bernalillo, NM 87004

Sandoval County Clerk

10/22 - 11/05 Expansion of early voting & SDR, Mon-Sat; 10am-7pm, most locations (see detail
below for listed locations and specific times).

11/03/22 Deadline for absentee applications to be received. Applications received after
11/03 will be rejected, even if postmarked on the 3rd.

•
•

•

11/04/22 Last day County Clerks can mail absentee ballots

11/05/22 Early voting ends

11/08/22 Election Day w/ Same Day Registration at most sites.

NOTE: If you have moved, changed your name, or had any other changes in your legal circumstance
since the last election, you must re-register to vote.
The consensus among election officials and the U.S. Postal Service is that ballots mailed from a
Bernalillo County location on or before November 3, 2022 will arrive by 7 p.m. on Election Day,
November 8, 2022. After November 3, 2022 please hand-deliver your ballot to ensure it arrives on time.
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Bernalillo County Early Voting and Ballot Drop-0ff Sites
Sat., 10/22 - Sat. 11/05/22; Mon. - Sat, 10am - 7pm (except as noted)
98th & Central Shopping Center-120 98th St. NW Ste. B101 & 102
Andalucia Shopping Ctr.-5600 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste. C-5
Bernalillo County Visitor Ctr., 6080 Isleta Blvd. SW
Caracol Plaza- 12500 Montgomery Blvd. NE, Ste. 101
Central Mercado-301 San Pedro Dr. SE, Stes. B,C,D, & E
Clerk’s Annex-1500 Lomas Blvd. NW, Ste. A
Cottonwood West, 101310 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste. C-02
Daskalos Center, 5339 Menaul NE.
Four Hills Shopping Center, 13140 Central Ave. SE, Ste. 1420
Holly Plaza Shopping Ctr., 6600 Holly Ave. NE, Ste. B-6
Isleta Elder Center, Bldg. 79 Tribal Rd. 40, Isleta, NM, Tues.-Sat., 10am-6pm
Los Altos Plaza, 4200 Wyoming Blvd. NE, Ste. B-3
Los Ranchos Villa, 6601 4th St. NW, Ste U
Petroglyph Plaza, 8201 Golf Course Rd. NW, Ste. D-1,
South Valley Multi-Purpose Senior Ctr., 2008 Larrazolo Rd. SW,
The Shoppes at 6001 San Mateo- 6001 San Mateo Blvd. NE, Ste. B-3
Tijeras City Hall - 12 Camino Municipal, Tijeras, NM
University of New Mexico- Student Union Louie’s Lounge
West Bluff Ctr. 5211 Ouray Rd. NW, Ste. B, 87120, Mon.-Sat. 10 am -7 pm
Desiderio Community Ctr. 117 Tribal Rd. To’Hajilee Mon,-Fri, 10 am - 6 pm

(Not open on Saturdays) 10/24-11/04
Mobile Voting Unit,- State Fair Grounds, 10/24 - 11/04 M -F 10 am - 5 pm

Cochiti Pueblo
Cochiti Pueblo Community Ctr., 255 Cochiti St., Cochiti Pueblo 10/22 10 am -
7 pm

Jemez Pueblo
Community Resource Ctr., 129 Canal St., Jemez Pueblo, 10/22 10 am - 7 pm

Santa Ana Pueblo
Santa Ana Pueblo Wellness Center, 225 Ranchitos Rd. Santa Ana Pueblo
10/27 10 am - 7 pm

San Felipe Pueblo
San Felipe Pueblo Headstart, 10 Meadowview Rd. San Felipe Pueblo, 10/25,
10/26 10 am - 7 pm

Sandia Pueblo
Sandia Pueblo Community Center, 481 Sandia Loop, Sandia Pueblo 10/26 10
am - 7 pm

Santo Domingo
Santo Domingo Pueblo Community Center, 1 Tesuque St., Santo Domingo
Pueblo 10/24, 10 a.m. - 7 pm

Zia Pueblo
Zia Pueblo Community Ctr., 135 Capitol Square Dr., San Ysidro, 10/28 10 am
- 7 pm

Navajo Nation Chapter Houses

Counselor Chapter House, 9828 Chapter House 14. Counselor, 10/24 10am -
7pm
Ojo Encino Chapter House, 1435 Starlake Rd., Ojo Encino 10/25, 10am - 7pm
Torreon Chapter House, Hwy. 197, Torreon 10/26 10am - 7pm

Secured Containers

Ballots may be dropped off at secured containers beginning 10/11 from 8:30
am to 5:30 pm Monday through Friday. From 7 am to 7 pm on 11/8

Locations:

Sandoval County Administrative Building D, 1500 Idalia Rd., Bernalillo
Sandoval County Courthouse, 711 S. Camino del Pueblo, Bernalillo
Corrales Village Hall, 4326 Corrales Rd., Corrales
Placitas Community Library, 453 Highway 165, Placitas

To Vote: When you go to vote in person, either at Early Voting or on Election
Day, you can identify yourself by stating your name, year of birth, and
registration address, or by presenting a physical form of identification such as
a current valid photo ID or a document that shows your name and address.

Voting for Traditional Rural Precincts in Sandoval County:
If you are registered in a Traditional Rural Precinct (outside of Rio Rancho or
Corrales) you may vote at your traditional precinct location or at a Vote Center
in Corrales or Rio Rancho. Voters who vote at Vote Centers on Election Day
will vote on Provisional Ballots and not on a voting machine.

Voting on Tribal Lands: Because of the vast distances between voting
locations and U.S,.Postal Services, completed absentee ballots may be
turned in at any Voter Services Center before or on Election Day. Polling
locations on Tribal lands cannot be closed without written consent.
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Drop Box Locations
There are two drop box locations in Bernalillo County.
Voting Machine Warehouse - 2400 Broadway Blvd. SE, Building H
Alvarado Square - 415 Silver St. SW

Sandoval County Early Voting Locations & Drop-off Sites
Same Day Registration (SDR) available at all Polling Locations

10/11- 11/05
Early voting begins at Sandoval County Administrative Bldg. D, 1500 Idalia
Rd, Bernalillo, NM ONLY. Monday-Friday. 8 am - 5 pm and on Saturdays 10
am - 7 pm 10/22, 10/29, 11/05

Sat., 10/22 – Sat., 11/05; Mon - Sat, 10 am - 7 pm (except as noted)
Bernalillo
Zocalo/Salazar Bldg. 264 S. Camino Del Pueblo, 

Bernalillo, NM
Corrales
Corrales Community Ctr., 4326 Corrales Rd., Corrales, NM

Cuba
Sandoval County Fair Grounds, 37 Rodeo Rd., Cuba, NM

Rio Rancho
Broadmoor Senior Center, 3241 Broadmoor Blvd. NE Rio Rancho, NM
Community of Joy Lutheran Church, 841 Saratoga Dr. NE, Rio Rancho, NM
Our Lady Queen of Angels, 1701 Tulip Rd.. SE, Rio Rancho, NM
St. Francis Episcopal Church, 2903 Cabezon Blvd.. SE, Rio Rancho, NM

Placitas
Placitas Library, 453 Hwy, 165, Placitas, NM Early voting on 10/22, 10/29.
11/5 10am - 7pm

Voting Offenses: Voters must report voting offenses to the County Clerk, the
District Attorney, or Secretary of State. Voting offenses are:

•

•

•

Any form of campaigning within 100 feet of a building containing a polling
place on Election Day and within 100 feet of the door through which voters
may enter to vote at any Early Voting site
Using or possessing or carrying alcoholic beverages within 200 feet of a
polling place
False voting including voting or offering to vote when not qualified, voting in
another’s name, voting more than once in a single election, or asking or
helping another person to commit a voting offense

Write-in Voting: Write-in voting is permitted on the paper ballot as long as the
person you vote for is qualified as a write-in candidate. A write-in vote can
only be counted if the name written in is the name of a declared write-in
candidate and shows one of the following: two initials and last name; first
name, middle initial or name and last name; first and last name; or full name.

Provisional Ballots: You will be issued a provisional ballot if your name does
not appear on the roster when voting in person during early voting or on
Election Day or if you are a first-time voter who registered by mail and you
did not provide the required identification. In Sandoval County on Election
Day, voters from Traditional Rural Precincts who vote at Vote Centers in Rio
Rancho or Corrales will also vote on provisional ballots.
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La Liga de Mujeres Votantes del Centro de Nuevo México
es una organización no partidista que brinda información
sobre temas políticos y candidatos a cargos públicos con
el fin de promover una mayor responsabilidad y
participación en el gobierno. Debido a que la Liga no es
partidista, NO apoya ni se opone a ningún partido político
o candidato. Publica y distribuye información fáctica para
que los ciudadanos la utilicen cuando se preparan para
votar.

La información contenida en esta Guía del Elector se obtuvo
mediante cuestionarios enviados a todos los candidatos.
Las respuestas proporcionadas por los candidatos sin
oposición se pueden encontrar en VOTE411.org. Las
respuestas se imprimen exactamente como las
proporcionan los candidatos a través de nuestro portal en
línea. Debido a las restricciones de espacio, los candidatos
están limitados a un número específico de palabras. Todos
los candidatos se enumeran en el orden en que aparecen
en la lista de candidatos de la Secretaría de Estado.

La información de esta Guía para el votante se ha
recopilado y recopilado cuidadosamente para garantizar la
máxima precisión. Sin embargo, la LWVCNM no asume
ninguna responsabilidad por la exactitud de la información
proporcionada a la Liga por los candidatos u otras
organizaciones o por errores u omisiones. En los casos en
que exista una cuestión de contenido potencialmente
difamatorio, la Liga se someterá a la opinión de un abogado.

ELECCIÓN GENERAL
8 de noviembre de 2022

Se llevará a cabo una elección general el martes 8 de noviembre de 2022. Se llevará a cabo
una elección general el primer martes después del primer lunes de noviembre en años pares.
Si es ciudadano de los Estados Unidos, tiene 18 años de edad o más el día de las elecciones y
está registrado para votar, puede votar en esta elección general. Las preguntas sobre la
elección o el registro de votantes deben dirigirse al secretario de su condado.

Liga de Mujeres Votantes del Centro de Nuevo México

505-468-1291
415 Silver Ave. SW, Alvarado Square
Albuquerque, NM 87102

LWVCNM - 6739 Academia NE, Ste. 124, Albuquerque, Nuevo México 87109-3352, 505-884- 8441

PDF disponible en línea en www.lwvcnm.org o visite Vote 411.org para preguntas y
respuestas extendidas con los candidatos.
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Escribano del Condado de Bernalillo

10/11/22

Fechas importantes para recordar

Boletas de voto en ausencia enviadas a los votantes que las solicitaron. Enviar una solicitud de
aplicacion de boleta de voto en ausencia a clerk@bernco.gov y se le enviará una aplicacion. ser
enviado a usted. Cualquier votante elegible puede emitir un voto en ausencia.

Los libros se cierran para el registro en línea y en papel
Comienza la votación en ausencia: envíe por correo o entregue personalmente la boleta de voto en
ausencia completa a cualquier lugar de votante reconocido. Las boletas de voto en ausencia completas
pueden ser entregadas por el votante que firmó el paquete, un miembro de la familia inmediata del
votante o un cuidador en cualquier sitio de votación anticipada o lugar de votación el día de la elección.
El registro en persona y el mismo día (SDR) comienza en el anexo del secretario, 1500 Lomas NW,
Ste. A, (lunes a viernes de 8 a. m. a 5 p. m.) en Albuquerque para el condado de Bernalillo y en el
edificio administrativo D, 1500 Idalia Rd., Bernalillo, NM 87004 para el condado de Sandoval.

REGISTRO EL MISMO DÍA: Puede registrarse para votar, actualizar su registro existente y votar
el mismo día en la Oficina del Secretario del Condado o en la mayoría de los sitios de votación
anticipada ampliados. Para utilizar SDR, un elector calificado debe traer consigo:

a.

b.

c.

Una licencia de conducir de Nuevo México con identificación con foto, o una tarjeta de identificación con
foto
o
Cualquier documento que contenga una dirección en el condado junto con una tarjeta de identificación con
foto o
Una tarjeta de identificación con foto de estudiante válida y actual de una institución educativa
postsecundaria en Nuevo México acompañada de un estado de cuenta actual de la tarifa de estudiante
que contenga la dirección del estudiante en el condado.

Debido a las preocupaciones de Covid - 19, puede haber cambios de última hora. Consulte
los sitios web sos.nm.gov o vote411.org para obtener información actualizada.

505-867-7572
1500 Idalia Rd. Bldg. D
Bernalillo, NM 87004

Escribano del Condado de Sandoval

10/22 - 11/05 Expansión de la votación anticipada y SDR, de lunes a sábado; De 10 a. m. a 7 p. m., en
la mayoría de las ubicaciones (consulte los detalles a continuación para conocer las
ubicaciones enumeradas y los horarios específicos).

11/03/22 Fecha límite para recibir solicitudes de ausencia. Las solicitudes recibidas después
del 11/03 serán rechazadas, incluso si tienen matasellos en ese dia.

•
•

•

11/04/22 Último día que los secretarios del condado pueden enviar boletas de voto en ausencia por correo
11/05/22 Finaliza la votación anticipada
11/08/22 Día de las elecciones con registro el mismo día en la mayoría de los sitios.

NOTA: Si se mudó, cambió su nombre o tuvo algún otro cambio en su situación legal desde la última
elección, debe volver a registrarse para votar.
El consenso entre los funcionarios electorales y el Servicio Postal de EE. UU. es que las boletas enviadas por
correo desde una ubicación del condado de Bernalillo el 3 de noviembre de 2022 o antes llegarán a las 7 p.m.
el día de las elecciones, 8 de noviembre de 2022. Después del 3 de noviembre de 2022, entregue
personalmente su boleta para asegurarse de que llegue a tiempo.
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Sitios de Votación Anticipada y Entrega de Boletas del
Condado de Bernalillo

Sáb., 10/22 - Sáb. 11/05/22; Lun. - Sábado, 10 am - 7 pm (excepto cuando se
indique)

98th & Central Shopping Center-120 98th St. NW Ste. B101 y 102
Andalucia Shopping Ctr.-5600 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste. C-5
Centro de visitantes del condado de Bernalillo, 6080 Isleta Blvd. SW
Caracol Plaza - 12500 Montgomery Blvd. NE, Ste. 101
Mercado Central-301 San Pedro Dr. SE, Stes. B, C, D y E
Anexo del Secretario-1500 Lomas Blvd. NW, Ste. A
Cottonwood Oeste, 10131 Coors Blvd. NW, Ste. C-02
Centro Daskalos, 5339 Menaul NE
Centro comercial Four Hills, 13140 Central Ave. SE, Ste. 1420
Holly Plaza Shopping Ctr., 6600 Holly Ave. NE, Ste. B-6
Isleta Elder Center, Edif. 79, Calle Tribal 40, Isleta, NM, martes a sábado, 10 am-

6 pm
Los Altos Plaza, 4200 Wyoming Blvd. NE, Ste. B-3
Los Ranchos Villa, 6601 4th St. NW, Ste U
Petroglyph Plaza, 8201 Golf Course Rd. NW, Ste. D-1,
South Valley Multi-Purpose Senior Ctr., 2008 Larrazolo Rd. SW
The Shoppes en 6001 San Mateo- 6001 San Mateo Blvd. NE, Ste. B-3
Ayuntamiento de Tijeras - 12 Camino Municipal, Tijeras, NM
Salón Louie de la Unión de Estudiantes de la Universidad de Nuevo México
Centro West Bluff, 5211 Ouray Rd. NW, Ste. B, 87120, 87120, lun.-sab. 10 am -7 pm
Centro Comunitario Desiderio, Calle Tribal 117, To’Hajilee lunes, viernes, 10 am -

6 pm (No abre los sábados) 10/24-11/04
Unidad Móvil de Votación, - State Fair Grounds, 10/24 - 11/04 Lunes a Viernes 10

am - 5 pm

Placitas
Biblioteca de Placitas, 453 Hwy 165, Placitas, NM Votación anticipada el
10/22/ 10/29, 11/5 10am - 7pm
Cochiti Pueblo
Cochiti Pueblo Community Ctr., 255 Cochiti St., Cochiti Pueblo 10/22 10 am -
7 pm

Jemez Pueblo
Community Resource Ctr., 129 Canal St., Jemez Pueblo, 10/22 10 am - 7 pm

Pueblo de Santa Ana
Centro de bienestar de Santa Ana Pueblo, 225 Ranchitos Rd., Pueblo de
Santa Ana 10/27 10 am - 7 pm

San Felipe Pueblo
Headstart de San Felipe Pueblo, 10 Meadowview Rd., San Felipe Pueblo,
10/25, 10/26 10 am - 7 pm

Sandia Pueblo
Centro Comunitario de Sandia Pueblo, 481 Sandia Loop, Sandia Pueblo
10/26 10 am -7 pm

Santo Domingo
Centro Comunitario Santo Domingo Pueblo, Calle Tesuque 1, Santo Domingo
Pueblo 10/24, 10 am - 7 pm

Pueblo Zia
Zia Pueblo Community Ctr., 135 Capitol Square Dr., San Ysidro, 10/28 10 am
- 7 pm

Salas Capitulares de la Nación Navajo

CSala Capitular del Consejero, 9828 Sala Capitular 14. Consejero, 10/24 10
am - 7pm
Sala Capitular de Ojo Encino, 1435 Starlake Rd., Ojo Encino 10/25, 10 am -
7 pm
Sala Capitular de Torreón, Hwy. 197, Torreón 10/26 10 am - 7pm

Contenedores asegurados

Las boletas se pueden dejar en contenedores seguros a partir del 10/11 de
8:30 am a 5:30 pm de lunes a viernes. De 7 am a 7 pm el 11/08

Ubicaciones:

Edificio Administrativo D del Condado de Sandoval, 1500 Idalia Rd., Bernalillo
Palacio de justicia del condado de Sandoval, 711 S. Camino del Pueblo,
Bernalillo
Ayuntamiento de Corrales, 4326 Corrales Rd., Corrales
Biblioteca Comunitaria de Placitas, 453 Highway 165, Placitas

Para votar: Cuando vaya a votar en persona, ya sea en la votación
anticipada o el día de las elecciones, puede identificarse indicando su
nombre, año de nacimiento y dirección de registro, o presentando una forma
física de identificación, como una tarjeta de identificación válida actual.
identificación con foto o un documento que muestre su nombre y dirección.

Votación por Recintos Rurales Tradicionales en el Condado de Sandoval: Si
está registrado en un Precinto Rural Tradicional (fuera de Rio Rancho o
Corrales) puede votar en la ubicación de su precinto tradicional o en un
Centro de Votación en Corrales o Rio Rancho. Los votantes que voten en los
Centros de Votación el Día de las Elecciones votarán en Boletas
Provisionales y no en una máquina de votación.

Votación en tierras tribales:: Debido a las grandes distancias entre los lugares
de votación y los servicios postales de los EE. UU., las boletas de voto en
ausencia completas se pueden entregar en cualquier Centro de servicios para
votantes antes o el día de las elecciones. Los lugares de votación en tierras
tribales no se pueden cerrar sin un consentimiento por escrito.
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Ubicaciones de buzones
Hay dos ubicaciones de buzones en el condado de Bernalillo.
Almacén de máquinas de votación - 2400 Broadway Blvd. SE, Edificio H
Plaza Alvarado - 415 Silver St. SW

Lugares de votación anticipada y sitios de entrega del condado de Sandoval
Registro el mismo día (SDR) disponible en todos los lugares de votación

10/11- 11/05
La votación anticipada comienza en el edificio administrativo D del condado
de Sandoval, 1500 Idalia Rd, Bernalillo, NM SOLAMENTE Lunes Viernes. 8
am - 5 pm y los sábados 10 am - 7 pm 10/22, 10/29, 11/05

Votación anticipada en los centros de votación del condado de 10 am a 7 pm,
excepto como se indica a continuación.

Bernalillo
Edificio Zócalo/Salazar, 264 S. Camino Del Pueblo, Bernalillo, NM

Corrales
Corrales Community Ctr., 4326 Corrales Rd., Corrales, NM

Cuba
Recinto ferial del condado de Sandoval, 37 Rodeo Rd., Cuba, NM

Rio Rancho
Centro para personas mayores de Broadmoor, 3241 Broadmoor Blvd. NE, Rio Rancho, NM
Iglesia Luterana Comunidad de Alegría, 841 Saratoga Dr. NE, Rio Rancho, NM
Nuestra Señora Reina de los Ángeles, 1701 Tulip Rd., SE, Rio Rancho, NM
Iglesia Episcopal St. Francis, 2903 Cabezon Blvd. SE, Rio Rancho, NM

Infracciones de voto: Los votantes deben informar las infracciones de voto al
secretario del condado, el distrito Abogado o Secretario de Estado. Las
infracciones al voto son:

•

•

•

Cualquier forma de campaña dentro de los 100 pies de un edificio que contenga un
lugar de votación en El día de las elecciones y a menos de 100 pies de la puerta
por la que los votantes pueden votar en cualquier sitio de votación anticipada
Usar, poseer o llevar bebidas alcohólicas a menos de 200 pies de una casilla
electoral sitio
Votación falsa que incluye votar u ofrecer votar cuando no está calificado, votar en
el nombre de otra persona, votando más de una vez en una sola elección, o
pidiendo o ayudando otra persona para cometer un delito de voto

Voto por escrito:Se permite el voto por escrito en la boleta de papel siempre
que la persona por el que vota está calificado como candidato por escrito. Un
voto por escrito solo se puede contar si el nombre escrito es el nombre de un
candidato escrito declarado y muestra uno de lo siguiente: dos iniciales y
apellido; nombre, inicial del segundo nombre o nombre y apellido nombre;
nombre y apellido; o nombre completo.

Boletas provisionales: se le emitirá una boleta provisional si su nombre no
aparecer en la lista al votar en persona durante la votación anticipada o el día
de las elecciones o si es un votante por primera vez que se registró por correo
y no proporcionó el identificación requerida. En el condado de Sandoval, el
día de las elecciones, los votantes de Los Recintos Rurales Tradicionales que
votan en los Centros de Votación en Rio Rancho o Corrales también votar en
boletas provisionales.
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NM Federal Congressional District 1

NM Federal Congressional District 3NM Federal Congressional District 2

District 1

District 2

District 3
Sandoval
County

Bernalillo
County

Bernalillo
County

Sandoval
County

Bernalillo
County

Sandoval
County



Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

What are the three most important
issues you plan to work on?

What election and voting reforms
would you support, if any?

Please identify what you see as the
major environmental challenge
facing our country, and how you
would address it.

UNITED STATES REPRESENTATIVE
Represents New Mexico in the United States House of Representatives, which has 435 members elected from districts based on population. New Mexico is entitled
to three members. Candidates must be at least 25 years of age, a United States citizen for at least seven years, and a resident of New Mexico. Elected for a
two-year term.

My top priorities are to (1) rebuild our
economy and tackle crime, homeless-
ness, and food insecurity, (2) defend our
democracy and basic rights, and (3)
address our climate and water
challenges. This includes investing in
critical infrastructure, supporting small
businesses, lowering healthcare and
other costs, and leaning into our
strengths while addressing public safety,
behavioral health, housing, education
and other needs. We must protect our
most basic democratic rights and
institutions. And, we must work to build
a clean energy future for New Mexico
while addressing food and water
security issues. Every day I wake up
determined to help build a brighter
future for New Mexico and deliver real
and meaningful results for our people.

We must protect voting rights! I am
proud to cosponsor the John R. Lewis
Voting Rights Act and the House
passage of this bill alongside the
Protecting Our Democracy and the
Freedom to Vote Acts. The Senate must
act to protect this most fundamental
right of our Democracy and if needed,
abolish the filibuster to get it done. Right
now, our democracy hangs in the
balance and we must rise to meet the
moment. I am dedicated to defending
our freedom to vote, getting big money
out of politics, and campaign finance
reform. I support legislation that holds
the government accountable, works to
expand voting rights, strengthens ethics
reforms, and supports public financing
of campaigns. We must return the power
to the people!

We need climate action now. New
Mexico is already experiencing its
impacts, from the largest fires in history
to the drying of the Rio Grande and
historic floods. This means investing in a
clean energy economy, supporting
community resilience, and protecting our
lands and waters. As the daughter of
workers who long ago worked in the oil
fields and helped build a power plant in
New Mexico, I will fight for a fair and just
energy transition that leaves no one
behind. As Congress has passed the
largest investment in climate action
ever, I am fighting to pass historic water
legislation and working every day to get
federal dollars to New Mexico to support
our communities, farmers, and ranchers
and resilience of our state for
generations to come.

Support. The ability of individuals to
access reproductive healthcare and
determine their own futures, is a basic
human right. I am proud to cosponsor
the Women’s Health Protection Act
which would codify Roe v. Wade after
the Supreme Court’s decision in Dobbs.
The freedom to make decisions about
one’s own bodies is fundamental to our
self-determination and well-being. In the
wake of Dobbs, the House has passed
WHPA, the Ensuring Access to Abortion
Act, and Right to Contraception Act, of
which I am a cosponsor. Now the
Senate must act. Republican leadership
has made clear they plan to impose a
nationwide abortion ban if they retake
the majority. As your representative, I
will continue to fight to protect
reproductive justice as a fundamental
right.
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FEDERAL OFFICES

DISTRICT 1
Melanie Ann
STANSBURY
Democrat

Michelle Garcia
HOLMES
Republican

Victoria L
GONZALES
dts (write-in)

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

DISTRICT 2
Yvette
HERRELL
Republican



Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

What are the three most important
issues you plan to work on?

What election and voting reforms
would you support, if any?

Please identify what you see as the
major environmental challenge
facing our country, and how you
would address it.

Economy: We must put New Mexico’s
workers and small businesses first.
Starting by raising the minimum wage to
$15 an hour and increasing support for
small businesses. Healthcare: Every
New Mexican deserves access to
quality, affordable healthcare. I’ll work to
lower healthcare costs for New
Mexicans by fighting for a public option
and ensuring that Medicare can
negotiate for lower prescription drug
costs. Immigration: We must reform our
immigration system to protect
DREAMERS and provide hard-working
families with a permanent path to
citizenship, while ensuring we have a
safe and secure border

Ensuring safe, secure, and fair elections
is important to all of us – every eligible
American deserves to have their voice
heard and their vote counted, regardless
of their political party. I’ll fight to protect
every eligible American’s right to cast a
ballot and have their votes counted and
to make sure that, when the votes are
counted, the will of the people prevails.
Keeping election administration away
from partisan interference, automatic
voter registration, and expanding access
to voting by mail are steps we can take
to help voters access the ballot and
know their votes will be counted.

It’s climate change. We can address this
challenge by beginning our transition to
a clean energy economy. This transition
will create good paying jobs right here in
New Mexico with the investments that
would be made in infrastructure,
manufacturing, and maintenance of
both. New Mexico can become a clean
energy exporter, not just an exporter of
oil and gas, which would benefit workers
and communities across southern New
Mexico, including the Permian Basin. My
top priority during this transition is to
protect our workers and communities
and to give them prosperous futures.

Support. The decision to have an
abortion should be between a woman
and her doctor and we should codify
that right into law to ensure that
politicians never come between a
woman and her healthcare decisions.
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DISTRICT 2 (continued)

Gabriel
VASQUEZ
Democrat

Eliseo
LUNA
Democrat (write-in)

Choice, immigration, and social security. Background checks and security
clearances for election workers.

Water and energy. Legislation to
establish escrow for cleanup regulated
with insurance markets based on credit
and financial reports making the worst
offenders uninsurable; thus, unable to
operate.

Support. It’s a foundational right of
autonomy defended by the constitution.
We the people are in charge.

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

DISTRICT 3
Alexis Martinez
JOHNSON
Republican

Since I’ve been in Congress, I made
sure New Mexico has seen investments
in clean water, broadband, and
infrastructure that will create good
paying jobs and help our businesses
grow. I am working to fight inflation and
lower costs for New Mexicans by taking
on the powerful corporate interests and
voting to lower prescription drug prices,
prevent consumer price gouging, and
strengthen the U.S. supply chain by
manufacturing what we need right here
in America and, importantly, in NM. We
passed the Inflation Reduction Act,
which empowers Medicare to negotiate
prescription drug prices, caps
out-of-pocket drug costs at $2,000,
lowers health insurance premiums for
millions of Americans, and invests in
clean energy production to lower energy
costs.

As a member of the House Elections
Subcommittee, I was actively involved in
the hearings that led to the Freedom to
Vote: John R. Lewis Act. I also
co-sponsored the For The People Act,
which included my amendments to
make voting more accessible for rural,
tribal, and minority voters. Ensuring fair
elections with campaign finance reforms
so that every citizen’s voice counts
equally is not only the right thing to do, it
is the American thing to do. Our
democracy is precious, and our right to
vote is its foundation.

Congress must help mitigate climate
change, which is an opportunity for
increased investments and jobs for New
Mexicans. My bill, the Orphaned Well
Clean Up and Jobs Act, was included in
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill and
provides $4.7 billion to clean up
abandoned wells across NM and the
USA. NM is blessed with abundant
natural resources including oil and gas
that help fund our schools, and also
wind and solar that can help power our
nation. The Inflation Reduction Act is the
largest investment in clean energy ever
and will reduce emissions, create good
quality jobs and help us grow into an
energy industry leader. This law also
provides critical drought relief for
western states like New Mexico.

Support. I voted to pass the Women’s
Health Protection Act which would codify
abortion access at the federal level
because, in New Mexico, we trust
women to make personal decisions
about pregnancy with their familias, their
faith, and their healthcare provider -
without government interference.

Teresa Leger
FERNANDEZ
Democrat

GENERAL ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR ALL STATE, DISTRICT AND COUNTY CANDIDATES: A candidate must be a registered voter in New Mexico affiliated with the political party
for which he/she is seeking office. A candidate for district office must reside in the district of voter registration. Additional requirements for each office are given on the following pages.

CANDIDATE’S RESPONSES AND WORD LIMITS: The responses of candidates to our questionnaire are printed exactly as received by the League. The
League assumes no responsibility for the content of any candidate’s reply. Further, the League publishes this information neither to endorse nor reject the
views of any candidate. The League has in no way edited for meaning, grammar, punctuation, or spelling. Because of space restrictions, the League has
pre-advised the candidates of the word limits on the responses.



Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

What qualifies you to be governor? What tax reforms would you
support?

What actions if any, should be taken
at the state level to reduce our use
of fossil fuels?

GOVERNOR & LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
The Governor is the head of the executive branch and highest state official in New Mexico. Appoints and supervises directors of executive departments, appoints
members of boards and commissions, and signs or vetoes statutes enacted by the Legislature. Must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided
continuously in New Mexico for the five years preceding his/her election. Elected for a four-year term with no more than two terms in succession. Lieutenant
Governor: Serves as Acting Governor when the Governor is out of state, provides constituent services, presides over the New Mexico State Senate and can vote
in the event of a tie. In a general election the Lieutenant Governor is elected jointly with the Governor. Must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided
continuously in New Mexico for the five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-
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NEW MEXICO STATE OFFICES

Karen Evette
BEDONIE
Libertarian

Mark V
RONCHETTI
Republican

I’m an outsider who will always be on
the side of hard-working New Mexicans.
If political and government experience
made for great leaders, we’d have two
of the best in Joe Biden and Michelle
Lujan Grisham. That’s clearly not the
case. New Mexico is an amazing state,
but the politicians have let us down. We
don’t need more political elites – we
need leaders with character and
integrity who will listen to people,
understand their concerns, and fight
tirelessly on their behalf for the change
we need. That’s what I will do.

Our complicated and nonsensical tax
system hammers small businesses, and
punishes working families. MLG
inherited the largest budget surplus in
history and raised taxes anyways. She
has grown government spending by
more than TWO BILLION dollars and
what do we have to show for it? New
Mexico is last in education, #2 in violent
crime, and we now have the highest
unemployment rate in the country. I will
reform our tax system first and foremost
by cutting taxes. We will get rid of the
double and triple taxing facing our small
businesses and allow families to keep
more of what they earn.

I am a strong supporter of our oil and
natural gas industry and pursue an
“all-of-the-above” energy policy. I
support the development of renewable
energy and other energy sources, like
small modular nuclear reactors. But New
Mexico oil and gas must continue to
play a key role in our energy economy.
The governor passed her own Green
New Deal in New Mexico and it’s led to
higher energy costs for New Mexicans
and now we are being threatened with
rolling blackouts this summer. We are
far better off drilling for oil in New
Mexico than we are importing it from
Iran, Russia, or Saudi Arabia.

-no response-

GOVERNOR

Michelle Lujan
GRISHAM
Democrat

Serving as New Mexico’s 32nd
Governor has been my greatest honor.
I’m proud of what we’ve delivered for
New Mexico and excited about what the
future holds for our great state. Prior to
serving as New Mexico’s Governor, I
served three terms in the United State
House of Representatives and served
the people of New Mexico in a variety of
roles at the local and state levels. I’m
running for re-election to build on the
progress we’ve made so that New
Mexico can thrive for years to come.

One of my responsibilities as governor is
making sure New Mexicans have what
they need to thrive. Earlier this year, I
signed legislation that eliminated taxes
on Social Security benefits. I also signed
legislation that cut the state’s gross
receipts tax for the first time in 40 years,
saving money for small businesses. Last
year, I signed legislation that cut taxes
for more than half a million families. As
we grow our economy, we should
continue to look at ways to save New
Mexicans money and foster business
and industry in our state.

My administration has been leading
efforts to make New Mexico a worldwide
leader in clean energy production. We
put in place policies that will expand
clean energy, lower energy costs, and
go after polluters. Earlier this year, New
Mexico became home to the largest
single-phase wind farm in the country,
creating hundreds of good paying jobs.
The ambitious goals we’ve set to reduce
our emissions mean that New Mexico is
leading the way in fighting climate
change and preserving our state’s
beautiful air, land, and water for future
generations.

Support. I will always defend every New
Mexicans’ right to make their own
decision about reproductive health care
with their family and their doctor. As
Governor, I repealed New Mexico’s
outdated anti-abortion law, in order to
ensure abortion remains legal in our
state regardless of the Supreme Court. I
have expanded access to abortion in
our state, including protecting New
Mexico women and doctors from other
states’ extremist bans. As governor I will
continue to ensure that New Mexico
remains a safe haven from extremist
attacks, protecting access to abortion in
our state.

What qualifies you to be Lieutenant Governor? What issues would you like to work on to improve the lives of New Mexicans?

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR

Ant L
THORNTON
Republican

Two of the constitutional roles of the Lt Governor is to serve as the
President of the Senate and as the state Ombudsman. In 2021, I served as
a Senate Analyst for the 60 day state legislative session. I know how
legislation is made. The key role is to work across the aisle and to trap bad
legislation from ever reaching the floor. The second role is to serve as the
Ombudsman for the State. The Ombuds serves as a liaison between the
public and state agencies. I am a certified member of the IOA (International
Ombudsman Association) trained in alternative dispute resolution since
2016.

As Lt. Governor, I will focus on four things: EDUCATION - focus on
universal school choice & vouchers for parents ENFORCING THE BORDER
- support building the wall and National Guard supplementing federal border
control agents ELECTION INTEGRITY - prototype Block Chain voting in
local elections SUPPORT LAW ENFORCEMENT - regain Qualified
Immunity for law enforcement and advocate for bail reform to stop repeat
offenders



What qualifies you to be Lieutenant Governor? What issues would you like to work on to improve the lives of New Mexicans?

SECRETARY OF STATE
New Mexico’s chief elections officer, overseeing the entire election process. Regulates lobbyist activity and reporting of campaign finances, and maintains records
vital to commerce and industry in New Mexico. Must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for the five years preceding
his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.
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LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR (continued)

Howie C
MORALES
Democrat

It has been a huge honor for me to serve as New Mexico’s Lt. Governor
since 2019, and I look forward to continuing that service. During my term in
office so far, I have devoted much of my time to visiting with constituents in
every county throughout of state to hear their concerns and ideas directly,
and to help find solutions. Prior to becoming Lt. Governor, I served in the
New Mexico Legislature on the Legislative Finance Committee for 11 years,
gaining a broad knowledge of our communities’ needs. I am running for
re-election to build on the substantial progress we’ve made for New Mexico.

My top priorities are supporting public education, more economic prosperity,
and strong public safety. Over the last 3-plus years under Gov. Michelle
Lujan Grisham’s administration, we invested more than $1 billion in New
Mexico’s classrooms, increased educators’ salaries, established universal
Pre-K, and made tuition-free college a reality. We made New Mexico one of
the top states for job growth, and we cut taxes for every New Mexican.
We’ve worked to make communities safer by raising officer pay, and
improving mental health care access.

What changes in New Mexico’s
voting procedures would you
support?

What qualifies you to be Secretary
of State?

What would be your top three
priorities?

What actions, if any, would you take
to increase voter participation?

Experience. I’ve been an election
administrator for over 16 years, serving
first as a County Clerk in Bernalillo
County and then Secretary of State. As
New Mexico’s Secretary of State, I
served as President of NASS (National
Association of Secretaries of State)
during the 2020 election, and led a
bipartisan campaign combating election
disinformation. My record includes
overseeing an election during a
pandemic and the state’s largest
wildfire, modernizing New Mexico’s
registration processes, expanding ballot
access, and creating and implementing
a more transparent campaign finance
system.

My top priorities include expanding
ballot access, combating election
disinformation, and continuing to shine a
light on dark money by making our
campaign finance system more
transparent. I believe we should make it
easier – not harder – for New Mexicans
to vote. Election disinformation
promotes voter apathy and undermines
confidence and participation. As such, I
believe my role as Secretary of State
includes providing citizens with accurate
and widely available information. Lastly,
I want to continue making our campaign
finance system more transparent so we
know who is funding our politics.

While so many states across the country
continue to pursue legislation that
restricts access to the ballot, I support
legislation and initiatives that do the
opposite – it’s a false dichotomy to
suggest increased access comes at the
expense of election integrity. This past
session, I was in the Legislature
providing expert testimony for a number
of Bills that would expand ballot access
and modernize New Mexico’s elections.
A critical part to this is also providing
people with reliable sources of election
information so they feel confident in our
elections and voting procedures.

I would support changes to New
Mexico’s voting procedures that address
issues related to accessibility, both
when registering and casting a ballot.
For instance, New Mexico is a rural
state, and therefore we should do our
best to accommodate the unique needs
of our rural voters – whether that is
expanding vote by mail periods or
opening voting convenience centers. I
implemented same day registration so
that, for the first time in our state’s
history, Independent and DTS voters
had a chance to vote in our primary
election – those are the types of
initiatives I support.

Maggie Toulouse
OLIVER
Democrat

I have bachelor degrees in Criminology,
Spanish and Portuguese as well as a
Master in Public Administration from the
University of NM. I also have worked
and volunteered at numerous jobs in the
public, private and nonprofit sector,
holding titles of Executive Director,
President, Treasurer and Coordinator. In
addition I have run my own state
licenced businesses. I am also heavily
involved in voter integrity efforts in NM
including working with Rio Rancho
commissioners and county clerks on
sensible ways to secure our elections
and build confidence in the voters.

1) Bringing back election integrity 2)
Bringing back transparency to the SOS
office 3) Making sure every eligible NM
citizen is able to vote.

We must first bring back trust and
confidence into our elections and
increase access to voter registration by
making it simple and secure.

#1 Voter ID #2 Secure Access to ballot
and voting polls. #3 More frequent
Cleaning of voter rolls. #4 More frequent
audits #5 More training on procedures
and rules. #6 Access to more voting
locations in precincts. #7 Will work and
support efforts to improve and secure
access to vote in the Navajo Nation.

Audrey
TRUJILLO
Republican
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SECRETARY OF STATE (continued)

What changes in New Mexico’s
voting procedures would you
support?

What qualifies you to be Secretary
of State?

What would be your top three
priorities?

What actions, if any, would you take
to increase voter participation?

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Mayna Erika
MYERS
Libertarian

ATTORNEY GENERAL
The state’s legal officer, legal counsel to state government, and guardian of the public interest. Represents the state before courts and agencies and provides
legal opinions upon request of the Legislature, state officials, or district attorneys. Must be an attorney licensed by the New Mexico Supreme Court, be at least
30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for the five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms
in succession.

What will you do to make public
officials more accountable to the
general public?

What qualifies you to be Attorney
General?

What are your highest priorities for
this office?

What will you do to protect New
Mexicans from consumer fraud?

Over the last two decades, I’ve served
as an assistant District Attorney,
assistant Attorney General, assistant US
Attorney, and as a White House Fellow
and senior advisor in President Obama’s
Department of Justice and have spent
my career fighting to protect families. I
have also served as District Attorney,
managing the largest law office in the
state, where we used smart-on-crime
approach to solve decades-old rape
cases. I’ve taken on extreme, right wing
militias and big corporations like
Facebook, and I know how to fight and
advocate for the policies we need to
make our communities safer.

As Attorney General, I will use my nearly
two decades of experience as a
prosecutor to strengthen our criminal
justice system by implementing common
sense policies to keep violent, repeat
offenders off our streets. Additionally,
the Office will aggressively fight for
consumers and workers, safeguard the
environment, take on corruption and
special interests, and protect our
democracy and women’s rights.

I will work to rebuild the inhouse
litigation capabilities of the office and
work to end the extensive use of
out-of-state law firms, particularly for
consumer protection cases. The Office
will aggressively investigate and
prosecute claims of consumer fraud
including price gouging, wage theft and
worker misclassification, and abusive
landlord and debt collection practices.

As Attorney General, I will enforce the
rule of law against anyone, regardless of
who they are, their party, or the office
they hold. In addition to prosecuting
public officials for corruption or abuses
of power, I will also commit to ensuring
timely compliance with the Open
Meetings Act and Inspection of Public
Records Acts.

Raúl
TORREZ
Democrat

I am a man of honor, integrity, and
principle. As a man of faith, as a father
and husband, as a United States Marine
Corps Captain, as a seasoned trial
attorney, and as an honest legal
advocate, I believe I have what it takes
to execute the mission of the Attorney
General’s Office.

My highest priorities as Attorney
General are to make NM a safer place,
raise a family, run a business, and
protect New Mexicans from threats to
their personal property, and hard-earned
tax dollars.

I will educate consumers so they know
their rights and are less likely to fall
victim to fraudulent schemes. I will
highlight and recognize businesses that
play by the rules, serve the community,
and deal honestly with their customers. I
will disrupt, expose, and bring
businesses and individuals who engage
in consumer fraud to court to make sure
New Mexico is a safer place to live and
a level playing field for honest
businesses.

As Attorney General, I will act as a real
watchdog for the people of New Mexico
instead of as a political insider covering
up for corrupt politicians. It will be clear
in Santa Fe and across the state that
the Attorney General’s office will no
longer turn a blind eye to misconduct.
When political fraud, waste, or abuse is
uncovered it will be exposed and
uprooted.

Jeremy Michael
GAY
Republican

STATE AUDITOR
Assures that the financial affairs of every state and local governmental entity are thoroughly examined and audited each year and determines that such audits
conducted by independent auditors are made in a competent manner. Must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico
for the five years preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.
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STATE AUDITOR (continued)

What qualifies you to be State Auditor? What would be your top three priorities? The State Auditor contracts with independent
public accounting firms to audit state agencies.
Should these firms be prohibited from making
campaign contributions to candidates for State
Auditor? Please explain.

I have 30+ years of experience working for the federal
government as a licensed engineer and 14 years as
local elected official. As a City Councilor and Mayor of
Espanola and a City Councilor in Santa Fe, I carried a
fiduciary responsibility to protect taxpayer dollars. I
serve as Vice Chair of the Public Regulation
Commission representing 400,000+ New Mexicans
ensuring utility rates are fair and reasonable, and
fighting for access to solar energy and broadband for
all New Mexicans. I bring proven leadership and a
consistent track record of accomplishments. Ready to
govern & lead on day one!

Be the independent watchdog that New Mexicans
deserve to protect all public funding by: 1) Creating a
score card of key indicators that will surface
irregularities quickly to cut down on fraud, waste, and
abuse. 2) Auditing Federal infrastructure, education,
and capital outlay spending to ensure that funds are
spent in an accountable and transparent manner. 3)
Cracking down on exploitative adult guardianships by
broadening the investigatory authority of the office and
providing greater protection of vital public information
and critical infrastructure by auditing cyber security
funding.

Support. These pre-approved, independent public
accountants (IPAs) also audit all other public entities in
addition to State agencies. Candidates for State
Auditor (SA) should not receive contributions from
IPAs as the SA regulates IPAs and approves them to
engage in audits & imposes restrictions, including
disqualification, depending on their performance. The
SA also provides oversight of audit contracts in
addition to determining, by rule, how often IPAs must
rotate out of existing contracts. This prohibition of
campaign contributions to SA candidates protects the
integrity of the Office of SA.

Joseph M
MAESTAS
Democrat

STATE TREASURER
Serves as the state’s banker and is entrusted with receiving, keeping, and disbursing state money; deposits funds in financial institutions to invest; and oversees
the short-term investment fund. Must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for the five years preceding his/her
election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

-no response- -no response- -no response-Travis Steven
SANCHEZ
Libertarian

What financial training and experience qualifies
you for this office?

What are your highest priorities for this office
and how do you intend to accomplish them?

What, if any, changes would you recommend in
the policies and operations of the State
Treasurer’s office?

Harry B
MONTOYA
Republican

Laura M
MONTOYA
Democrat

• NM Tax Policy Committee • 2 terms, (8 yrs) as the
Elected Sandoval County Treasurer • 23 years of
federal, state, tribal and local government • 600+ hours
of finance, investment, taxes, economics, pension and
management • Certified Public Official (CPO) •
Certified Public Manager (CPM) • Certified Treasury
Official (CTO) • Vice - Chair Finance, Pension and
Intergovern- mental Affairs (7 years) • Chair Next
Generation Young Elected Officials (7 years) • BA in
Political Science and Psychology with a minor in
Sociology; MA in Public Affairs • Rotary Scholar -
University of Costa Rica

• Strengthen transparency and integrity within the
State Treasurer’s Office • Do a complete internal audit
of all processes, contracts and portfolios • Increase
outreach in our rural, county, city and tribal
communities especially with the Local Government
Investment Pool and financial literacy • Review
politically appointed positions and see if they have
value in the office. • Review the internal budget and
determine where we can save taxpayer dollars • Meet
with the State Treasurer’s Office team and see what
ideas they have to increase efficiency, transparency,
outreach and integrity.

• An annual review of internal processes with the State
Treasurer’s Office team to refresh core responsibilities,
determine any edits, amendments, and additions
based on the current environment. (pandemic, cyber
security issues, safety standards, new IT systems, etc)
• Analysis on salaries so that those STO team
members’ job descriptions reflect their daily duties and
the pay they should be earning. I will use the $94,000
from the newly created Chief of Staff position to assist
with bringing these salaries to the 21st century. • Work
with state agencies and partners on improving
communications.

As a two-term Pojoaque School Board member and
two-term Santa Fe County Commissioner, in addition
to founding two non-profit organizations, I have spent
the majority of my professional and elected official life
ensuring financial responsibility is of first and foremost
importance. As a County Commissioner, we function
as the Board of Finance and while serving on the
Commission, I initiated this obligation to ensure the
County was maximizing the investments and return on
investments, which allowed us to complete many
capital projects during my tenure on the Commission.

The highest priorities for this office is to ensure the
safety of the investments, the liquidity of our
investments, and maximizing yield for our investments.
This includes transparency and accountability in the
Treasurers Office and all monies are spent according
to the Constitution of the State of NM. I plan to
accomplish this by listening to the Citizens of the State
of NM. There may be ideas as to how we can
accomplish all of the above with the safety, liquidity
and yield as the major goal. Citizen participation is
important, as well as keeping them informed. I am
opposed to a public bank

Changes in the policies and operations of the State
Treasurers office may or may not be needed. It is
important that I hire individuals who will be able to
competently and judicially, perform an analysis of the
policies and operations of the Office. If there is a need
for change, we will implement those changes. If there
is no need for change, as they say, if it isn’t broken,
don’t break it. It is imperative that the analysis be
completed prior to making any recommendations for
change.
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COMMISSIONER OF PUBLIC LANDS
Leads the State Land Office, which manages 9 million acres of land and 13 million acres of mineral rights held in trust to support public schools, universities,
hospitals, charitable purposes, and penitentiaries. Must be at least 30 years of age, a citizen, and have resided continuously in New Mexico for the five years
preceding his/her election. Four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

Should the Land Commissioner
improve enforcement of environ-
mental regulations on state trust
lands? Please explain.

What qualifies you to be Commis-
sioner of Public Lands?

What are the greatest challenges
facing the State Land Office?

How would you balance respon-
sible stewardship of state trust
lands with the need to generate
revenues for the support of the
beneficiaries?

Jeff’s work experience is broad, working
as an environmental engineer on a
Geoprobe rig installing micro-monitoring
wells at a depth of 18 to 20 feet as a
geologist and completing site
delineation plans of numerous industrial
sites from New York to California. He
has installed and completed site
remediation systems at various sites
around the Southwest. Jeff is also a
cattle rancher and works as a
wind-miller on his own and neighboring
ranchers’ wells. Jeff understands the
importance of managing land while
balancing our State’s resources and
protecting the environment.

As a steward of the land I have a
responsibility to protect and manage our
State’s land resources for the
betterment of our citizens, our
environment, and future. We must use
our State’s resources in an
environmentally responsible way.

I would recognize their needs to be a
balance between protecting the
environment, creating revenue for the
State, and ensuring that citizens are
best served.

Support. As a PRC commissioner, we
have moved to enforce the ETA
Environmental Transition Act. I have
worked in a bipartisan manner and will
continue to do so. My record speaks for
itself.

Jefferson L
BYRD
Republican

Thanks to the trust the voters have
placed in me, for the last 4 years, I am
proud to say I’ve raised the MOST
money, closed the most wells &
protected more acres than any previous
land commissioner. We made
renewable energy and economic
development top priorities. I’ve issued
executive orders on water and the
Greater Chaco Region, saving 100
million of gallons of freshwater and
protecting over 70,000 acres from future
development. I’ve established programs
to hold bad actors accountable and
ensure remediation and removal of
abandoned wells, saving New Mexicans
millions in cleanup costs.

Diversification is the biggest challenge
we face. The billions we raise from oil &
gas will not always be here and we need
to look to protect our environment and
raise money from other sources like:
renewable energy, economic
development and border commerce.
This summer, I signed a lease for the
largest wind farm in the western
hemisphere to be developed on state
trust land ensuring that we tripled
renewable energy production in less
than four years.

As a former teacher, I know firsthand
how important our revenue is for
education. My office has focused on
expanding and creating revenue
sources like the new Netflix facility,
tripling renewable energy and helping
solve challenges like access to
affordable housing. However, using our
natural resources to generate revenue
CANNOT come at the expense of the
long-term health of the land. We’ve
prioritized working with current lease
holders to restore the health of our
public lands, clean up spills, properly
plug oil wells, and remediate
environmental damage, all while
maximizing revenue.

Support. We have gone above &
beyond any previous land commissioner
to enforce environmental regulations. In
addition to closing more wells,
demanding stricter methane and
produced water regulations and
protecting more acres, we have saved
New Mexico taxpayers over $15 million
dollars in cleanup costs by taking
companies to court when they’re not
willing to clean up their messes.

Stephanie Garcia
RICHARD
Democrat

As an entrepreneur and businessman
for the majority of my life I have
extensive experience in management of
all aspects of various small business. I
have years of experience in oil and gas
production, ranching, farming with
previous experience in construction
manufacturing, service and installation.
Expierience directly related to the duties
of the Commissioner of Public Lands
include knowledge of leases for oil and
gas production, state grazing leases and
right of way leasing. I have a deep
working knowledge of the regulations
related to State Trust Land. I have an
all-around business acumen.

The past few years have shown me the
biggest challenge facing the SLO is to
stay focused on the job of the SLO. The
mandated job of the SLO is to generate
as much revenue as possible on state
trust land while protecting the value of
the publics asset (land). The SLO must
be independent and free from ALL
outside special interests and free from
partisan politics. The SLO and its
Commissioner should not be beholding
to any political party. As an Independent
candidate I owe no allegiance to anyone
except Jesus Christ and the citizens of
the state of NM.

The balance between responsible
stewardship and max revenue
generation should be the only focus of
the Commissioner and the SLO. That
balance can only be maintained with an
educated, common-sense, practical and
realistic approach to the management of
State trust land. Special interests and
politics have no place in in responsible
management of state trust land. Special
interest and politics are inherently
detrimental to the proper management
of public assets. The SLO and
Commissioner should always be a
separate independent state agency.

Disagree. The job of the Commissioner
of Public Lands is to generate revenue
while preserving the value of the public
assets. Obviously, any activity that
degrades the value of the public lands
will be a serious issue to be dealt with in
a fair and impartial but stern manner.
The NMOCD and environmental
regulatory agencies are charged with
the enforcement of environmental
regulations and cooperation between
those entities and the SLO are critical
but an expansion or conversion of the
duties of the SLO is contrary to the
lawfully mandated mission of the
Commissioner and the SLO.

Larry E
MARKER
dts (write-in)

STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Represents districts in the New Mexico House of Representatives, which has 70 members. In odd-numbered years the legislature meets for 60 days; in
even-numbered years it meets for 30 days. The Governor may call special sessions. In addition to other duties prescribed by law, representatives enact “reasonable
and appropriate laws,” represent the constituents in their districts, and serve on standing or interim committees. Candidates must be at least 21 years of age
and a resident of the district from which elected. Positions are unpaid, except for per diem expenses. Elected for a two-year term.

NEW MEXICO STATE DISTRICT OFFICES
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

I am a humble believer in Jesus Christ, I
hold a Biblical worldview and have
traditional values. I am a Patriot who
loves America, NM and the liberties that
God, not government, gave us. I have
lived in the wonderful South Valley of
ABQ for over 25 years, as well as in
rural and Reservation areas of NM and
South Dakota, which gives me a unique
perspective into the varied needs of NM
citizens, both urban and rural. I have
served as a Pediatric Physical Therapist
in NM for over 40 years, and have
observed many changes in our health
care system. I have a great love for
children and families(M.A. in Family
Studies), especially those effected by
disability and developmental challenges.

NM’s Energy Transition plan is
backwards, and the focus is currently on
the end user rather than on the
providers of the energy. A careful
analysis of NM’s infrastructure and the
critical path of implementing the “Green
energy program” must be done first.
Pushing Green Energy concerns to
consumers, when it can’t be distributed
is ridiculous. In the South Valley of
Albuquerque, there are consumers
ready to install solar systems who are
not allowed to because the
infrastructure cannot support it. Rural
New Mexicans will be far more impacted
than urban users, by “Green Energy
plans”..

Americans have the Right to Life,
Liberty and the pursuit of happiness. All
people are made in the image and
likeness of Almighty God.

Guns are not the problem, nor are
responsible, law-abiding gun owners.
Many crimes are committed by people
with mental health concerns and others
by criminals with readily available
weapons. Our current gun laws are
appropriate, and the current systems
need to be fully implemented.

Mary Kay
INGHAM
Republican

I was born, raised and still live in
Albuquerque’s South Valley. I am a
proud high school social studies teacher
at Atrisco Heritage Academy H.S. I have
served in the New Mexico Legislature
for the past 4 terms and have served as
the chair of the House Education
Committee.

The biggest, most immediate way to
reduce fossil fuel use in our state is to
pass and enact the “Clean Fuel
Standard Act”. By doing this we will
make a significant decrease on the use
and emissions from oil and gas.

I strongly support codifying abortion
protections in state law without
restrictions. Abortion care is healthcare
and should be a personal decision
between those seeking care, their
families and their medical provider. We
must protect this right by codifying
abortion rights into state law.

I would support such common-sense
gun safety initiatives as: banning AR-15
style assault rifles, raising the age of
purchasing firearms and make a crime
of failing to secure firearms. We must
take these steps to ensure the safety
and security of our communities and our
children.

G Andrés
ROMERO
Democrat

DISTRICT 10 Bernalillo

I graduated from UNM Law with honors
in International and Comparative Law
and the Southwest Indian Law Clinic.
Currently, I serve as the House Majority
Leader and on the Tax and Commerce
Committees. Outside of the legislature,
I’m the Executive Director of the
Partnership for Community Action, an
organization that works to build healthy
communities. I started organizing in
Albuquerque’s Barelas, Wells Park, and
Sawmill neighborhoods. Over time, my
work has extended through the North
and South Valley on efforts to improve
public safety, schools, and
infrastructure. As an organizer, I know
the importance of being a consensus
builder, a tough negotiator, and an
advocate for working families.

We need to continue to spur more
clean, renewable energy development in
New Mexico, while advancing training
opportunities for workers in the industry.
Although our renewable energy
production has grown six-fold just since
2019, the unrealized potential is
massive-from job-creating energy
efficiency investments to rapid
expansion of wind, solar, and
geothermal energy to critical grid
modernization projects.

I strongly support taking any necessary
action to ensure that NM remains a
beacon of hope in protecting a woman’s
right to choose.

AR-15-style semi-automatic weapons
have no purpose in our daily lives.
Repeatedly we have seen the terror that
people armed with these weapons have
caused in communities across the
country and the devastating impacts
these shootings have had on families. I
would absolutely support a ban or
restricted sale of these deadly weapons.
I also think we need to address safely
securing firearms around children.

Javier I
MARTINEZ
Democrat

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Lisa
MEYER-HAGEN
Republican

DISTRICT 11 Bernalillo
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

I have 48 years of service directly
working for City and County
government, notably as a Director,
Deputy Director and Manager. In
addition, I was adjunct faculty at CNM. I
served two terms as a Bernalillo County
Commissioner. Lastly, I was appointed
twice by the Bernalillo County
Commission to fill vacant spots as
legislator in HD 12, and now have
experience specifically as a legislator. I
hold both a bachelor’s and master’s
degree.

I supported HB 6 this year, The Clean
Future Act. Climate change is an
emergency and affects everyone and
we need to move quickly to implement
100% clean energy standards in New
Mexico. I will continue to support
legislation to accomplish this. The state
needs to support either individual
family/homes or community solar energy
for all. Governments must assist
individual homeowners to afford and
transition to solar energy in their homes.
Government at all levels must lead the
way by using renewable energy sources
in all their facilities and vehicles.

-no response- -no response-Art
DE LA CRUZ
Democrat

DISTRICT 12 Bernalillo

I am the 10 year Incumbent for House
District 13, with the proven track record
and over 45 years as community,
economic, housing and business
planner and developer; community and
labor organizer and non-profit
administrator. I hold 2 Master’s in
Community and Regional Planning and
Public Administration and am currently
pursuing my Ph.D.

Stop fracking, old and new, including
hydrogen and create a renewable
energy development and investment
portfolio using our abundant wind and
solar energy. It takes courage in bold
action and the political will not to be
beholden to the fossil fuel industries. We
have to protect our air, lands and water
for our children’s children and beyond.

-no response- -no response-Patricia Roybal
CABALLERO
Democrat

DISTRICT 13 Bernalillo

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Solomon
PENA
Republican

DISTRICT 14 Bernalillo

In my 25 years as a legislator, I have
been an unrelenting fighter for our
school kids and needy children; for our
working families; for our Spanish Land
Grant communities and tribes; for
equality of all New Mexicans; and for
property tax relief to our veterans and
low income elderly and disabled. I have
served the House of Representatives as
Chairman of the Labor Committee from
2005-2014, and as Chairman of the
Local Government, Land Grants, and
Cultural Affairs Committee from 2017 to
2021. In 2003, I funded the creation of
the Spanish Land Grant Interim
Committee and served as its co-chair
from 2003-2022.

The state and its political subdivisions
should strive for 100% energy efficient
buildings by 2028. It should achieve a
100% renewable energy goal of heating,
cooling, and powering our buildings by
2028. It should create a 100% transition
of their car fleets from gasoline powered
to electric or alternative fuel by 2028.
The most devastating contamination to
our environment is the fracking
(hydraulic horizontal drilling) process.
Our state should place a permanent
moratorium on fracking leases on state
lands. This one action will place
diversification of the economy in the
front seat instead of in the trunk where
we currently find ourselves on the war
against Climate Change.

When it comes to the issue of protecting
the reproductive health rights of New
Mexico women, it is reasonable to codify
such protections in statue, and oppose
any restrictions in their entirety.
Adhering to these practices reduces the
risk of unsafe abortions, and therefore
reduces the risk of maternal mortality.

I support a ban on military style assault
firearms like the AK-47 and the AR-15.
These firearms were made for the
battlefield to take out a human life and
not for target practicing or deer and elk
hunting. I support the safely secure
legislation for firearms and to make
illegal the manufacturing of “ghost”
firearms.

Miguel P
GARCIA
Democrat
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Kimberly Ann
KAEHR-MACMILLAN
Republican

DISTRICT 15 Bernalillo

I am an experienced attorney having
practiced for eight years in all levels of
government. I have committed my time
in the legislature to being a leader on
criminal justice reform, including court
reform legislation, protections of the
confidentiality of crime victims, and
increased funding for sexual assault
survivor services. I have fought for
legislation to increase transparency in
political lobbying and to fund more
career-technical programs in New
Mexico public schools.

In partnership with the New Mexico
Environment Department, the
Legislature should develop and impose
bold but fair emissions standards to
appropriately limit atmospheric carbon
emissions. Additionally, the state should
continue to encourage renewable
energy development, grid modernization
and public utilization by offering tax
credits and other subsidies for services
and infrastructure improvements
completed by the renewable energy
sector.

I do believe that the right to reproductive
healthcare should be codified by the
Legislature, especially as it relates to
unconstitutional limitations on
out-of-state travel to New Mexico to
receive such services as proposed
and/or codified by other states. I also
believe New Mexico should codify
protections of healthcare providers
providing such services to prevent them
from being prosecuted in other states.

I would support further limitations on the
secure storage of deadly weapons,
especially those within reach of children.
I also would support legislation
criminalizing the unlawful or
unauthorized use of 3D printing
machines to manufacture “ghost guns.”

Dayan “Day” Mercedes
HOCHMAN-VIGIL
Democrat

I have worked extensively with the
Legislature as a citizen advocate and
community organizer, include the
process from start to finish on important
child welfare legislation. I have
shepherded a bill commonly referred to
as Michael’s Law through the
Legislature and was instrumental in
developing policy that was considered
for a PED rule change.

Find energy solutions that are science
and technology driven so that they do
not increase the cost of energy on those
least able to afford it. The debate on
energy and the environment needs to
move beyond the rhetoric of extremes to
real technological solutions that are
cleaner and affordable.

I support a women’s right to choose with
limitations up to viability, with exceptions
for catastrophic fetal abnormality or
threat to the life of the mother or a
serious concern about her health
beyond the usual.

I do not support the restriction of the
sale of firearms to law abiding adult
citizens, more laws don’t fix the problem,
better education for children regarding
the dangers of firearms and better
enforcement to keep guns from people
who should not possess them is the
best solution.

Laura E
GUTIERREZ
dts (write-in)

I have served as a member of the
House for 16 years, serving District 16
on Albuquerque’s West Mesa. I am
Chairman of the House Commerce
Committee and 7th in seniority of a 70
member House. I have listened to my
constituents and done my best to
zealously advocate for their best
interests.

New Mexico is an international leader in
lowering he demand for fossil fuels. I
supported the Energy Transition Act
was passed in 2019 with aggressive
goals for using renewable energy
sources such as solar & wind. We must
fast track all permits for wind and solar
development and we must also lead on
policies that ensure only electric cars
are on the road in the future.

-no response- -no response-Antonio “Moe”
MAESTAS
Democrat

DISTRICT 16 Bernalillo
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

FAA Air Traffic Controller retired,
Albuquerque Reserve Police Officer
retired, New Mexico State University
Commercial Pilot, Founder of a
non-profit organization, Decorated Navy
Veteran.

Electric cars, solar and wind power are
exciting, promising new technologies,
however, they have their own
environmental impacts. CO2 emissions
can be reduced by producing affordable
electricity using nuclear power and
natural gas, thus allowing New Mexico
to become an exporter of electrical
power. Trying to achieve net-zero
emissions prior to developing sufficient
sources to replace fossil fuels could
spell calamity.

Shockingly, our Land of Enchantment is
becoming known as the “Late Term
Abortion Capital.” This is an
unregulated, dangerous industry, and I
cannot support late-term abortions.

I oppose gun registration. Gun
registration leads to gun confiscations; i.
e. Nazi Germany, Mexico (1917 Article
10) and now Australia. Does anyone
think criminals will register their guns? I
oppose any law that criminalizes
law-abiding citizens. Responsible
citizens should have the right to possess
and carry firearms for protection.

Ellis C
MCMATH
Republican

DISTRICT 17 Bernalillo

Immediate Past COA/CC Pres.
&Councilor, representing District 5/NW
Mesa,4yrterm. Also, Council V-Pres./
2019 &chaired the COA Land Use
Devel. Committee. Served NM State
Municipal League Board & MRGCOG
VPresident Transportation Board,
served Water Board. Worked as a
City/County Urban Planner, 28+yrs&
Division Manager City Metro. Redev.
Agency. Elected AMAFCA Board, repre-
senting the entire Westside& currently
RGCU Board. Helped to secure
NMPERA Fund, serving on the Board
8yrs.,2x Chair. Current Small Business
Owner, Cyba’s & Assoc., Business
Consulting Co. &own small Artisan
Retail Shop, VLos Ranchos. Earned a
Bachelor of Science/Education &Mas-
ter’s/Public Administration. Mom;2 dogs,
1cat&fish

Diversify and expand our NM Natural
Energy Resources, including Solar,
Wind, Electric, Rubber Reuse (ie tires),
and explore landfill methane gas
capture. In addition, improve NM
Transportation Systems, incl.
Railrunner, Mass Transit(Bus),
Commuter Bus, Bike& walking trails.

Yes. I believe in and support a Women’s
Right To Choose, and make her own
healthcare decisions.

I believe that laws regarding violent
crime involving use of a firearm should
strengthened.

Cynthia D
BORREGO
Democrat

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Scott Troy
CANNON
Republican

DISTRICT 16 Bernalillo

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Gail
CHASEY
Democrat
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

As a nearly lifelong resident of
Albuquerque, I know the challenges
facing our community because I have
lived them. I am running to represent
our community in the Roundhouse
because for too long, our voices have
not been heard. I have spent countless
hours as a member of the NMBCOC
and as a private citizen building working
relationships with legislators that are
needed to pass important legislation. I
understand how the legislative process
works and how it can be improved. I am
ready to represent the working families
and small businesses in my community
on Day One.

The destruction of the environment is
the most serious issue facing every
person in every country, state, county,
and community. We must double down
on the Energy Transition Act and ensure
that we meet, if not exceed, our carbon
reduction goals. New Mexico must use
oil and gas revenues to build
world-class, sustainable, renewable
energy generation while ensuring we’re
providing necessary aid to communities
that have been reliant on fossil fuels.

Yes, without exception. The Supreme Court recently hamstrung
gun laws. New Mexico is therefore
limited in what can be regulated.
Nevertheless, we must act. Gun
violence is literally killing us. Domestic
abusers and dangerous people must not
have access to guns. The minimum age
to purchase a gun should be 21, with
safe storage mandated, and waiting
periods implemented.

Janelle I
ANYANONU
Democrat

DISTRICT 19 Bernalillo

Homeowner in District 19 since 1977.
Former business owner. 30 Years
project management and cost
engineering. Work with our
Neighborhood association. Vice Chair
Ward 19, restarted inactive ward. I am a
problem solver. At 75, retired 3 years, I
am looking to give back with my service
- not using this as a step to build a
political career.

Affordable, dependable electric power
built a prosperous nation. Natural gas
keeps the lights on. We can cut down on
Methane emissions by building
infrastructure to deliver the Natural Gas
to market eliminating the need for
flaring. More refineries would allow the
tremendous increase in oil production to
be refined in-state. Small nuclear power
plants are even cleaner - until we can
bring these on line, we need our oil &
gas industry, solar and wind. Oil & Gas
Taxes build our roads and support our
education system. We must support the
small businesses we have to attract
more. Eliminate much unnecessary
regulation and simplify our permitting
processes. Take advantage of our
wealth

It has always been legal and
unrestricted in New Mexico.

I would support the repeal of the “Red
Flag Law” that violates both the 2nd and
4th Constitutional Amendments. It
violates the 4th Amendment by allowing
search and seizure without warrant or
any legal means to recover. We need to
look to the constitution before making
any new laws. We are giving up the
freedoms the country founders and
generations since have fought so hard
to win and secure.

Kathleen M
JACKSON
Republican

I am currently serving my first term in
the NM House, representing House
District 20. Throughout my career, I
have worked with numerous elected
officials and community organizations
dedicated to supporting New Mexico
families and building a safe, thriving
community. I know how to work
together, engage stakeholders, and craft
effective solutions to solve the
challenges facing our state.

If we are to achieve the goal of net-zero
emissions by 2050, which I believe is an
imperative, then the state must support
and incentivize a transition to a clean
energy economy. But the state’s
pathway to a net-zero future must
address a reduction in GHG emissions
not only from the energy grid, but also
transportation, industry, and buildings.
And to do so, the state must support all
clean energy options, leverage a
combination of incentives and
mandates, and use its purchasing power
to drive lower costs and increase
demand for new technologies.

In New Mexico, we are fortunate that
patients can make their own personal
pregnancy decisions without
government interference. I will always
respect a woman’s personal decision
about abortion, in consultation with her
health care provider, without
government interference. And I will fight
to expand access to reproductive
healthcare and freedom.

Common-sense restrictions such as
raising the age limit for purchasing
AR-15-style semi-automatic weapons
can reduce mass casualty shootings
while respecting New Mexico’s tradition
of responsible gun ownership. However,
responsible ownership includes ensuring
that firearms are safely secured around
children and those who do not should be
held accountable.

Meredith A
DIXON
Democrat

DISTRICT 20 Bernalillo

25 years of living and working for the
HD19 area, specifically the International
District. I have worked in the community
and with legislators. I have been a
neighborhood association president, the
secretary of the District 6 Coalition of
Neighborhoods, and have supported
positive changes such as drivers license
access for immigrants, the end of the
death penalty, creating a syringe pickup
program, increased lighting, pedestrian
safety efforts, and more.

Increasing the quality and access to
public transportation would be one thing
that can be done. Supporting small
businesses that are able to locate
walkable distances from communities
will also help. Encouraging the use of
electric vehicles in a way that does not
punish those who cannot afford them
will be key. We also need to be aware of
any exploitation of workers or
environment in creating renewable
energy sources and look for better
options. Improving energy efficiency of
existing housing units will be important
as well. The same goes for public
buildings. Slowing, and reversing
climate change is a key priority for all of
us. We need to think of future
generations and take action.

I do believe that the right to abortion can
and needs to be codified by the
Legislature. If elected I would be willing
to co-sponsor such action.

I support training for potential gun
owners in order to demonstrate their
ability to handle their firearms safely, as
well safe storage.

Enrique Jesus
CARDIEL
dts (write-in)
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

I have lived in Albuquerque most of my
life; therefore, I am aware of the issues
Albuquerque and New Mexico face in
this ever-changing environment.
Perhaps most of all I am a concerned
citizen willing to contribute my time to
help all New Mexicans. Often citizens
don’t understand the issues. This is a
consequence of politicians and news
media distorting facts. I am a
communicator and will make every effort
to inform New Mexican citizens the
unfiltered facts and where we can do
better.

Allow free market forces to bring new
technologies to New Mexico by reducing
tax burden on these markets. If New
Mexico is serious about bringing solar to
homes, increase tax breaks for solar
installation. New Mexico should consider
nuclear and wind power. A cost benefit
analysis will determine the correct
balance of energy sources. Having
worked in the nuclear power and
electrical power industries, I can say that
today’s nuclear power plants are
dramatically safer than earlier versions.
We have two National labs in our state.
We should leverage their ability to make
New Mexico a model for others to follow.

This is a very incendiary subject. The
federal government left this issue to the
States. Today New Mexico imposes no
restrictions on abortion with the most
liberal laws regarding abortion in the
nation. I donâŠ
that can make New Mexico’s policy any
more abortion friendly. Although most
New Mexicans support abortion, the
majority is against late term abortion.
New Mexicans should make their voice
heard with a referendum.

I support any gun law that adheres to
the US Constitution’s 2nd amendment.
“the right of the people to keep and bear
Arms, shall not be infringed.” New
Mexico does not need more gun laws.
Enforcement of existing laws is the
solution to any crime committed with a
gun. Adding laws that are not enforced
only restricts the rights of law-abiding
citizens but does not influence law
breakers.

Robert A
SALAZAR
Republican

DISTRICT 20 Bernalillo (continued)

I have served as a State representative
for the past 6 years.

- no response - - no response - - no response -Debra Marie
SARINANA
Democrat

DISTRICT 21 Bernalillo

I have worked in various fields and for
various institutions such as: Rio Grande
Casa, the NM House of Representative,
Jerry & Augy’s woodyard, NM Soil &
Water Conservation Districts, Political
Campaigns and local Government. With
this knowledge I am confident that I am
aware of the necessary fields to propose
and pass legislation that will benefit all
New Mexicans. Lastly, my education
from Estancia Municipal Schools, East
Mountain High School, the University of
West Alabama and UNM has prepared
me for the tough job of being a New
Mexico Legislator.

The legislature can make sure that both
farmers and ranchers are given a level
playing field as it relates to water usage
and sustainability, in unison with
economic opportunity and resources.

Support. When it comes to abortion,
there is one argument that I believe
leads to the same conclusion, firearms.
Some of my colleagues, on the other
side of the isle believe that a prohibition
on guns is not a solution. The argument
is provided, that a person who seeks to
purchase a firearm will simply go to
another state. Well, with abortion the
same rules apply. If a person were to
require an abortion in a state where it is
prohibited, they will simply go to another
state, or attempt dangerous alternative
means. To prevent the necessity for an
abortion we must provide quality
education, access to contraceptives and
access to economic success .
Reproductive justice is a comprehensive
solution.

I support gun laws that prevent firearms
from getting into the hands of those who
seek to misuse them and cause harm or
mass destruction. It is my belief that to
own a firearm, legal gun owners, must
pass background checks and mental
health evaluations. The reason for this,
is to ensure that those who seek to
cause harm do not legally by a firearm.
Furthermore, I would like to ensure that
our children are educated on what to do
when around or presented a firearm,
and how to survive a mass shooting. In
addition to this, I want to expand access
to mental & behavioral healthcare,
rehabilitation and additional resources to
prevent crimes in the first place. To heal
people and a community takes time and
resources.

Augustine N
MONTOYA
Democrat

DISTRICT 22 Bernalillo, Torrance

First of all, thank you for the great honor
and privilege of being able to serve as
your representative in Santa Fe. I
recognize I serve at the will of the
people, so thank you. My experience as
a political advocate, current elected
representative, and previous small
business owner has prepared me for
this position. The regular legislative
session for 2022 is over, and I’m very
proud of what I achieved this year. I
promised you I would fight for safer
communities, fully fund law
enforcement, protect our seniors and
veterans, and preserve your 2nd
Amendment rights. I also vowed to fight
to fix our broken schools, oppose
government overreach, and, most
importantly, fight for your rights. And I
did!

I co-sponsored bills to fix our broken
public school system, which, as you
know, is ranked last in the nation. HJR
11/15 - Public funding to parents for
home, private, or religious-based
schools, including virtual schools. HB 91
- Prohibiting language such as
"Destruction of Americas by Spaniards"
from the NMPED new social studies
program. We also need to give teachers
the freedom to teach children. 3. We
must fix the crime and education system
to attract good-paying jobs, rebuild our
economy, and keep loved ones from
leaving New Mexico. 4. Children, Youth,
& Families Department has failed at
protecting our most vulnerable children.
I’m already drafting bills for the next
session to fix CYFD putting child safety
first.

No position. New Mexico has no
restrictions on abortion; sadly, we are
known as the late-term abortion capital
of the nation. This barbaric practice of
ending the life of a fully formed baby
must end. We need more alternatives
that empower women and men
considering abortion to choose life for
their unborn children and end taxpayer
funding of abortions.

An estimated 20M people own AR-15
rifles, and 99.9% use them lawfully.
Chicago has strict gun control laws,
including AR-15 bans, yet Chicago has
murders involving guns every weekend.
Bans didn’t solve their problem. We
need to look at the deeper issues in our
culture.

Stefani
LORD
Republican

How can the legislature balance the
needs of farmers and ranchers with
the priorities of cities and towns?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the
legislature? Please explain.

What gun laws would you support?How have your prior experience
and education prepared you for this
position?
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

I served as the Legislative Director for
the New Mexico Department of Veteran
Services for 15 years, and the Deputy
Secretary for 9 years. I know how to
build coalitions and have open
communication in order to accomplish
legislative goals.

A balanced approach to energy is the
only way forward. Vilifying the fossil
fuels industry is not working. We have to
take an honest look at every alternative
and investments must be made in
“green energy” without punishing oil and
gas through higher taxes and over
regulation. We must also be honest
about the fact that the oil and gas
industry is important to New Mexico and
the rest of the nation. We have seen
national policy fail in the last few weeks.
Making our state part of the solution to
make this country energy independent is
of utmost importance on many levels. If
we work together, instead of against
each other, we can accomplish great
things.

-no response- -no response-Alan T
MARTINEZ
Republican

DISTRICT 23 Sandoval

My past as a former 4 term school board
member and President of New Mexico
School Boards has given me the
experience to tackle the important
issues all New Mexicans face.

The main alternatives to oil and gas
energy include solar power, ethanol,
and wind power. The issue is Fossil fuel
comprised primarily of energy sources
from coal, oil, propane, and natural gas
account a large portion of total energy
consumption. Alternative forms of
energy have, to this point, proven to be
uneconomic substitutes; they are less
efficient and more expensive than fossil
fuels. The state needs to continue to
work on a long-range plan that will
provide alternative options for our state
while working with the oil and gas
industry to clean up greenhouse
emissions and methane pollution.

Women should have access to quality
healthcare and contraception when
needed or wanted. I believe a woman
should have a say with what she does
with her body. Women should have
options, support, and resources as she
faces issues or concerns in managing
her pregnancy.

As a former police officer, I believe that
we can reduce gun violence while
respecting the rights of responsible gun
owners. I support a robust background
check for those who want to purchase a
firearm in person or at a gun show. We
must keep guns out of the hands of
domestic abusers, other violent
criminals, or those who have shown
signs of danger toward themselves or
others.

Ramon M
MONTANO
Democrat

I have served in the House for 8 years. I
am the only healthcare provider in the
House. Decades of service on non-profit
Boards including NM Autism Society,
Education for Parents of Indian Children
with Special Needs, Disability Rights
NM, NM Health Information Exchange
(now SYNCRONYS), Developmental
Disabilities Council, and professional
(physical therapy) state association. In
House leadership as Chair of House
Health and Human Services Committee.
I have lived in District 24 since 1991.
Graduate of NM public schools and
UNM. National Conference of State
Legislatures (NCSL) Fellow in Early
Childhood and Youth Homelessness. V
Chair of NCSL Health and Human
Services Committee. Mom/grandmother

NM must push for use of more
renewables such as solar, wind,
geothermal, via incentives and other
methods. Use of infrastructure dollars to
improve the grid. Moving away from gas
guzzlers and diesel to electric and more
efficient vehicles, including in
government. Programs to help low and
middle income New Mexicans afford
alternative energy sources.

I strongly believe in a woman having
control over her own body and future.
Abortion is healthcare. If legislation is
needed I will support it completely.
There is currently discussion among
experts as to the best path forward to
make sure that women continue to have
the ability to maintain body sovereignty.
Politicians do not belong between
medical providers and their patients. We
do not second guess treatment
decisions in other areas, and should not
for this one.

I support raising the age to purchase
certain weapons to age 21. I don’t
believe weapons of war belong in the
hands of private citizens. Law
enforcement officers are frequently
“outgunned“. Extra large magazines and
silencers must be banned. Extreme risk
protection orders must be strengthened
and enforced.

Elizabeth L
THOMSON
Democrat

DISTRICT 24 Bernalillo

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Khalid
EMSHADI
Republican

Ten years of elected experience. A lot of
work as a community activist, labor and
education activist. Chair of the LHHS
interim committee, voting member of
LESC, CCJ, Land Grant committees.
During the session I serve on the House
Education and House Appropriations
Committees.

Continue to research and implement
solar and wind energy.

Yes, absolutely. I prefer that firearms be registered and
that conceal and carry be repealed.

Christine
TRUJILLO
Democrat

DISTRICT 25 Bernalillo
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

I’m a small business owner iv worked
with the public for over 30 years on the
west side most important I’m not a
politician just a person trying to make a
difference for our kids and there kids
and the future of N.M for all

None The people need yo vote on it put it on
the ballot for vote I don’t believe in
Abortion but that’s why we bite for laws
it’s not up to one person/person’s

The 2nd amendmentPatrick B
SAIS
Republican

DISTRICT 26 Bernalillo

I served in the House of Represent-
atives from 2009 to 2012 representing
House District 13. I have also served on
the Public Education Commission from
2015 to 2015 and on the Bernalillo
County Labor Board. I currently serve
on the board of Casa de Salud and am
the Vice-Chair of the Health Security for
New Mexicans Campaign. I am the
Executive Director for the National
Union of Hospital and Health Care
Employees District 1199NM. I believe
that I bring years of varied experience to
the table when it comes to being in the
legislature and representing District 26.

I believe we must maintain the goals of
carbon reduction contained in the
Energy Transition Act. We need to work
aggressively to create economic
development for communities
transitioning from fossil fuel production
to prevent job and revenue loss.

Yes, we must protect a woman’s right to
choose.

I support better implementation of
Extreme Risk Protection Orders,
banning the sale of ghost guns,
requiring that guns are locked and
secured so that children do not have
access to them, and restricting the sale
of automatic weapons.

Eleanor
CHAVEZ
Democrat

Appointed to House by 5-0 vote of
county commission, elected by voters
2020. Professional background: lawyer,
prosecutor, deputy attorney general,
CNM teacher, nonprofit executive.
Longtime advocate for children,
women’s rights, small business.
Committees: Health and Human
Services and Agriculture, Acequias &
Water Resources. Sponsored legislation
in several areas including small
business loans, public safety, criminal
law, health care, Broadband,
guardianship reform, school personnel
background checks, homemade food,
PTSD coverage for first responders,
CYFD reforms, and other topics.

We should focus substantial efforts on
preparing our state for a warming planet
and increased water scarcity. One of the
ways we can do this is by using
technology and other means to increase
the sustainability of agriculture, building
codes, urban and rural development,
alternative energy sources, and
alternative transportation systems. In so
doing, we will reduce our use of fossil
fuels. We also need to diversify our
economy so we are less dependent on
gas and oil revenues. As we do this we
need to assure that displaced workers
have alternative employment
opportunities.

Yes. Now pregnant women are being
denied health care, even life-saving
care. The laws since the Dobbs decision
do not recognize the inherent risks of
pregnancy, require girls as young as 10
to give birth even though the pregnancy
was caused by rape, threaten health
care providers with criminal prosecution
for protecting the life of a pregnant
woman, and refuse help to a woman
who learns she is carrying a fetus that
cannot survive. The only way to really
protect women is to legally protect
abortion which is critical health care for
girls and women.

I support gun safety laws consistent with
the Second Amendment which would
help reduce violence. These include a
ban on the sale of assault rifles, which
was previously banned by federal law. I
support “red flag laws” passed in many
states that allow the removal of firearms
from those having a crises. I support
regulation of “ghost guns.” I support
legislation that allows a private citizen to
petition a civil court for an order to
remove firearms from the possession of
those not legally entitled to have guns:
convicted felons, domestic abusers, and
users of illegal drugs.

Marian
MATTHEWS
Democrat

DISTRICT 27 Bernalillo

As a resident of House District 27 for
over 20 years and citizen of the state of
New Mexico for over 40 years, part
owner of a small business and retired
from Federal Law Enforcement after 28
years of service, I am keenly aware of
the issues that confront the district and
the state and have ideas that will put us
on a better path. I have worked on
political campaigns for the last 10 years
and have a BA degree in Political
Science. The fact that so many young
people are leaving this state to move to
areas with better opportunities is very
distressing to me.

Oil and natural gas have proven to be
very beneficial to the economy of our
state and great strides have been made
to make their use cleaner. Alternative
energy sources like solar and wind are
not as clean as people seem to think
and there are going to be some trade
offs regardless of our energy source.
New Mexico government has become
too involved in our choice of energy use
and that makes it more expensive. For
over 150 years, people in the private
sector have been producing and
innovating in the energy field to our
great benefit without the interference of
government. I am confident that these
innovators will create an energy
technology that will render future fossil
fuel use irrelevant.

What happened to the idea that a
woman, along with her man, are
responsible for bringing a healthy and
well cared for infant into the world? After
all, this is the way we continue as a
species, the way we continue our
existence in this world. I prefer to live in
a state where human life is valued and
not viewed as a throw away item.

I support gun laws in accordance with
the 2nd Amendment to the Constitution,
the New Mexico Constitution, and the
right of every American to defend him or
herself. Right now, more than ever, with
the efforts of the radical left to weaken
law enforcement, self defense is very
important. Nibbling around the edges to
restrict gun rights does little to
encourage lawful and responsible
behavior on the part of our citizens. It is
that behavior we need to concern
ourselves with, not the tools used by
criminals to commit violence. If one type
of weapon is taken away, the criminal
will always find another.

Robert S
GODSHALL
Republican
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

My educational background combined
with my professional work experience
has provided me with an excellent
foundation to serve in the New Mexico
State Legislature. I am a graduate of the
Howard University School of Business
and the University of Texas School of
Law. I have served as a General
Counsel and as a Deputy Cabinet
Secretary for NM state governmental
agencies and understand the critical
operations of our state. I have spent
years advocating for the rights of
women, children, low-income
individuals, and vulnerable populations
to ensure that all have equal access to
justice. I have both the knowledge and
understanding of the culture and the
people to ensure that our state thrives.

Recycling plastics, paper, and aluminum
continues to be a priority and a
significant way to reduce the use of
fossil fuels. Providing incentives to those
who recycle is another action we can
implement. Encouraging people to
donate clothing and appliances that they
do not plan to use anymore is important.
We can incentivize businesses that
develop and implement a plan of action
focused on reducing their reliance on
fossil fuels, and who do so without
causing the loss of jobs for their
employees. Encouraging universities in
NM to have centers of creative
development that focuses on advancing
new ways to operate our state utilizing
alternatives to fossil fuels is critical.

I support codifying abortion protections
in state law. I oppose enacting
restrictions on abortion in New Mexico. I
support giving women the right to make
decisions for themselves about their
bodies. When and whether to access
abortion care and reproductive
healthcare are private, personal
decisions between a woman, her family,
and her doctor, and should be made
without governmental interference.

I support legislation that will ban or
restrict the sale of AR-15 style
semi-automatic weapons. I strongly
support legislation that imposes
penalties on adults, who fail to safely
secure firearms, so they are out of the
reach of minors and others who should
not have access to firearms.

Pamelya P
HERNDON
Democrat

DISTRICT 28 Bernalillo

I have a 21 year career in the healthcare
industry where I currently serve as the
Director of Sales & Outreach at
Presbyterian Health Plan. My children
attended APS schools, where I also
served as PTA President. I, like a lot of
Albuquerque residents have been
greatly affected by crime. My son was
murdered in 2015, I have been
advocating in the NM Legislature for the
last 7 years to strengthen our crime
laws, create victim rights, increase the
law enforcement budget and work on
correcting the CYFD system. We need
to improve our education system to get
our kids college or career ready. I want
my kids to stay in New Mexico. These
issues should not be partisan issues
and need to be addressed.

Our families are suffering from inflation
and high gas prices. My first priority is
providing families with financial relief.
Moreover, we have some of the
cleanest natural gas in the world.
Utilizing this resource in a clean way to
prevent rolling blackouts must be a
priority.

- no response - My focus as a legislator would be
keeping guns out of the hands of
criminals who already do not follow our
laws that are in place.

Nicole
CHAVEZ
Republican

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Gregory G
CUNNINGHAM
Republican

DISTRICT 29 Bernalillo

I value and am committed to listening to
the diverse opinions of my constituents
regardless of their political, and practical
views on legislative work. Secondly, I
bring more than 28 years of experience
as an educator to the table as well as
the experience of being a small
business owner, neighborhood
association officer, nonprofit staff
member, and caregiver for an elderly
parent. Additionally, in four years as a
state legislator I have travelled
throughout the state so I understand not
only the concerns of Northwest
Bernalillo County residents but those of
the rural, tribal, pueblo and frontier New
Mexicans who will be affected by the
policies and legislation I craft and
support.

We are in a climate crisis with other
broad changes in production,
technology, business models, finance
and global politics occurring even as we
depend on fossil fuel revenues for one
third of our state budget. The increasing
use of electric vehicles and renewables
as new technologies, greater fuel
efficiency and the patterns listed come
online will mean a decline in the
demand for gas and oil. We have to
thoroughly study, consider and support
economic investment and startups, if
feasible, in all clean energy options and
technologies, including wind, solar,
geothermal, hydrogen, quantum science
applications, and other emerging energy
developments.

As an elected official, I will always
respect a woman’s personal decision
about abortion and will fight to protect
that right in in both policy and
legislation.

Gun safety laws should protect lives
while respecting the 2nd Amendment
rights of responsible gun owners. I am
examining the need for amendments to
the Extreme Risk Firearm Protection
Order Act which I sponsored.
Constituents have asked me to consider
legislation on three issues: safe storage
of weapons; who should be authorized
to purchase and own assault weapons;
and raising the legal age to purchase
weapons to 21.

Joy I
GARRATT
Democrat
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

I have served as Representative for
House District 30 since 2019; I am Vice
Chair of the Commerce and Economic
Development Committee and a member
of the Education Committee. I have
taught Spanish in public schools for over
30 years and have been department
chair and a master teacher. This means
that I daily achieve critical goals with
limited resources serving diverse
stakeholders, which is great experience
for legislating. As an educator, I also
have unique insights into the challenges
and assets of our state. A working
professional, I will continue to speak for
working families and especially for our
youth.

The state government can take steps to
ensure that it is minimizing its own use
of fossil fuels - consider how it powers
its own buildings and vehicles - and
incentivize the same among its
employees as we did with the 2020
solar energy tax credit. Additionally,
action at the state level is required to
build the necessary infrastructure
(transmission grids, for example)
needed to reduce our use of fossil fuels.

We must protect the right of all women
to access needed healthcare, including
safe and legal abortion. Abortion is a
serious personal decision that a woman
should be able to make in consultation
with her doctor and her faith.

I believe strongly in the right to bear
arms. However, I also believe this right
must be well-regulated. Sensible gun
ownership and safety laws are important
and necessary in a civil society. I would
support legislation to close remaining
loopholes in background checks,
increase penalties for felons using guns,
and I would also support banning or
limiting the sale of military-style assault
weapons.

Natalie R
FIGUEROA
Democrat

DISTRICT 30 Bernalillo

I am a successful small businesswoman
who has signed both sides of a
paycheck. My company, Vista
Encantada Realtors, ranks in the top 10
in production in the state each year. As
a broker, I bring people with different
objectives together to reach a common
goal - a skill that is in short supply in a
highly polarized Santa Fe. I am a former
NM Real Estate Commissioner under 2
Governors, where my role was to create
& enforce policy; assure the education
of licensees; and to protect the public. I
worked with my fellow Commissioners
and the Legislature to Amend the Real
Estate Recovery Fund Act to allow for
higher claims for people who have been
damaged by dishonest brokers.

None. NM has abundant natural
resources including oil and natural gas
which provide over 1/3 of NM’s $8.5
billion budget. Fossil fuels provide the
energy backbone of every business and
industry including renewable energy.
100% renewable energy sounds good in
a press release, but even if it is feasible,
you’re simply trading one form of
pollution for another. Renewable power
generation is dependent upon fossil
fuels as surely as your gas burning car.
Batteries for electric cars, solar panels,
and wind blades go bad and end up in
landfills. Energy is the cornerstone of a
prosperous society. We need a
balanced approach to energy production
that includes all forms of energy
production.

-no response- -no response-Kurstin S
JOHNSON
Republican

A retired Navy energy and
environmental engineer and longtime
resident of my House District, I have
been an advocate in the legislature
since 2017 for solar and sustainability. I
have also served on the ABQ energy
council. My 2019 run for City Council D4
got me in front of neighbors, while
broadening my knowledge of civic
affairs. My 2020 run for NM Senate D21,
gave me exposure to an even broader
range of issues. Then, I applied that
knowledge to engage in the 2020/21
sessions as a very effective volunteer
citizen advocate and organizer. I will be
approaching this opportunity to serve
our state using critical thinking skills, a
mother’s wisdom, and a small business
owner’s acumen.

Science dictates that Carbon Emission
bills move everything quickly and
address direct emission reductions in
line with the International Panel on
Climate Change. Truly, all carbon
accounting must include methane as
being 150-200 times more potent than
CO2 (short term not 20 yr) and true O/G
industry waste rates. And address all
sectors of our state economy, not just
state government entities. We must be
about the creation of good, high wage
jobs and ensuring prosperity, good
health, and economic security for ALL
people of New Mexico. Finally, we must
promote justice and equity by stopping
current, preventing future, and repairing
historic oppression of frontline and
vulnerable communities.

Choosing when and whether to become
a parent is deeply personal and private.
No one likes abortion, and it is a
complex issue for the individuals
involved. In between my first and
second child, I had a miscarriage at 12
weeks. It would have been doubly
horrifying to encounter a healthcare
system afraid to provide me the
necessary care because of a
government policy. So, yes, if
codification is necessary to keep
politicians out of this very personal and
private decision between a woman, her
physician and God, so be it.

One of our state’s jobs is to keep you
safe. Our community can’t be safe with
military-style guns in the hands of the
untrained and unstable. These guns
should only be in the hands of
military-trained personnel for combat.
Military veterans themselves, though,
need a firearm “safe secure” law in the
civilian world for suicide prevention. Just
those few minutes extra needed to
unlock a weapon will save lives. Not to
mention this law is s needed to protect
curious kids from harming themselves or
others.

Athena Ann
CHRISTODOULOU
Democrat

DISTRICT 31 Bernalillo

I am a retired Captain from the Bernalillo
County Sheriff Department and 7th
generation New Mexican. Since 2007 I
have been a State Representative. I
continue introducing anti-crime
legislation including addressing our
revolving door bail system to make our
communities safe.

We are reducing our reliance on fossil
fuels. We are increasing vehicle gas
mileage, building solar and wind power.
Our rural communities do not have
access to the infrastructure required for
electric vehicles, which cost up to 50%
more than gas-powered vehicles. We
must implement policies that incentivize
the implementation of renewable energy
while protecting our communities from
energy poverty.

I understand why we need early term
abortion. I oppose late term abortion
(with some limitations) which justifies
terminating the life of a viable child on a
failed abortion where the child is born
alive. I would note, late term abortion
places women at greater risk of surgical
complications and mental health issues.

I support laws that punish the criminal
use of firearms. We must strengthen
these laws for criminal use of firearms
so we can hold criminals accountable.
Albuquerque Police detail over 80% of
their murders are during drug or illegal
firearm sales.

William R
REHM
Republican
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws would you support?How have your prior experience
and education prepared you for this
position?

How can the legislature balance the
needs of farmers and ranchers with
the priorities of cities and towns?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified in the
legislature? Please explain.

My political education began at the
kitchen table and continued in Wash-
ington where I was a legislative staffer
and director of the Congressional
Hispanic Caucus. In seventeen years at
the Los Alamos National Laboratory
Foundation, I helped raise $140 million,
giving out $60 million To Northern
communities and leaving an $80 million
endowment. We funded education pro-
grams, early childhood home visiting
programs, regional scholarship prog-
rams, and more. Those experiences
prepared me to serve as an effective
advocate for my district. As a legislator I
have worked to support acequias, land
grants/merceds, rural water systems,
education, and cap predatory lenders in
New Mexico at 36% APR down from
175%.

It’s sometimes a difficult balancing act.
Being less profitable, rural areas are
often neglected by commercial providers
of water, electricity, gas, telephone, or
internet service. But in the long run all
New Mexicans will prosper or suffer
together. Without healthy rural areas
and a vibrant agricultural sector, the
cities cannot really prosper. And on
many issues, the interests of urban and
rural areas coincide. The opioid crisis
has hit urban and rural areas alike. We
cannot improve broadband access to
rural areas without also benefitting
towns and cities. And in a period of
extended drought, regionalized water
management will help everyone in New
Mexico. As we know, la agua es la vida,
water is life.

Support. I think every woman and every
family needs the right to make their own
choices regarding their health. These
decisions should be private decisions
between a health care provider and their
patient.

Gun safety is vital to protect our children
and families in New Mexico. I supported
red flag legislation in 2019 and 2020
which would allow a household member
or a law enforcement officer to petition a
district court for a protective order
against an individual who poses an
immediate danger to self or others by
having possession of a firearm. Drugs,
drinking and guns are now intertwined.
We simply have too many guns in the
hands of the wrong people. Gun
legislation needs to be carefully crafted,
but we have to respond to a clamoring
call to action protecting a citizen’s right
to safety in their own community.

Susan K
HERRERA
Democrat

The process enacted by the Legislature
for the most recent redistricting worked
reasonably well. It was an open process
that required public engagement that led
to sound recommendations to the
Legislature. The House followed the
recommendation closely and created fair
and in many cases, competitive districts.
Improvement could no doubt be made
but in general, the approach is sound.

It should be recognized that the
Legislature is on a continuum of tax
reform that began in 2019. With
enactment of the working families tax
credit, the low income comprehensive
tax rebate, and changes to the capital
gains deduction, the progressivity of tax
code has been enhanced. Progressivity
is a measure of a fair and equitable
code and efforts in this regard should
continue. We should also look to ways
to lower GRT, which is a regressive
revenue source.

New Mexico is in a good position
because, with the repeal of the State’s
antiquated abortion law that criminalized
abortion in most cases, women’s ability
to make their own decisions as to
abortion care is fully recognized.
Additional protections that the
Legislature and Governor should
consider are in the areas of patient
privacy, rejecting efforts by out-of-state
politicians and law enforcement to
impose their states’ policies in
contravention of New Mexico’s support
for access to care.

I would support measures that provide
restrictions on the purchase of
semi-automatic firearms, and I would
also support measures that imposed
safe storage requirements on gun
owners and limited magazine capacities.

Christine
CHANDLER
Democrat

DISTRICT 43 Los Alamos, Sandoval, Santa Fe

DISTRICT 41 Rio Arriba, Sandoval, Santa Fe, Taos

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

Do you think our current
redistricting process needs
reform? If yes, how?

How should New Mexico reform its
tax system?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

Served 19 years in District 44 qualifies
me for the job. Gave my word to the
voters in District 44 and kept it. Worked
in the public/private sector in New
Mexico and across the US. Understand
the main issues facing District 44 and
the State of New Mexico. Worked for
over 14 years with the City of
Albuquerque Police Department, Parks
and Recreation Dept. and the State of
NM. Developed skills to investigate and
present problems and found solutions.
Spent 6 years traveling around the
country working for a national highway
engineering firm and developed the
nation’s ride sharing and HOV concept.
The aforementioned employment
experiences prepared me for the work at
the NM Legislature.

New Mexico or any state is not able to
reduce its dependency on fossil fuels.
Will continue to support legislation to
remove barriers on fossil fuels and all
energy resources and support its
funding in NM. Support the
diversification of various energy
resources that impact our national and
state security. Support legislation to
create a more diversified economy
which include diversified energy
resources. This will create more jobs
and a better quality of life while
protecting the beauty of our state. I will
continue to support legislation to
address this particular issue.

Yes. How that occurs remain to be
seen. However, I support the ’Right to
Life’. I never have and never will support
late-term abortions. New Mexicans
should be upset on being referred as the
capital for ’late-term abortions’.

Premature question. As someone who
had the unique experience to work for
the Albuquerque Police Department out
in the streets, the problem then and now
has not changed; the black-market
(illegal gun sales) buyer and seller and
not the legal gun owner. I will not
support any legislation that infringes on
the Rights to Bear Arms via the 2nd
Amendment in the US Constitution.

Jane E
POWDRELL-CULBERT
Republican

DISTRICT 44 Bernalillo, Sandoval



I am in a unique position as a legislator.
I work as a Digital Marketing Manager
for a global advocacy agency based in
Albuquerque not as a lawyer, teacher,
or retiree. Because of this, I am not your
typical legislator and use this to bring a
unique perspective for the betterment of
all New Mexicans.

New Mexico has a unique opportunity to
be an energy leader. We have over 300
days of sunshine, especially windy
areas, abundant oil & gas, and rural
areas. With the growing reliance on
electricity we need to take advantage of
all energy production that our state is
made for, wind, solar, petroleum, natural
gas and even starting a conversation on
advanced small modular nuclear
reactors.

-no response- I fully support law-abiding citizens’
constitutional right to own and possess
firearms but I would be open to
considering proposals to strengthen
penalties for the criminal misuse of
firearms.

Joshua Nathaniel
HERNANDEZ
Republican

DISTRICT 60 Sandoval
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

DISTRICT 44 (continued) Bernalillo, Sandoval

35 years of business experience which
includes over 16 years in the nonprofit
field as an executive. As an executive I
have managed up to 190 employees,
8-million-dollar annual budget while
working with legislatures as an advocate
for individuals with disabilities and
environmental issues. I have been a
small business owner, homeowner,
parent of children who attended the
public school system, member of Rotary
and the Chamber. I have dedicated all
of my efforts to the improvement of this
community and its residents.

State Government should be the leader
and convert their own buildings and
vehicle fleets to use less fossil fuels.
When the state government is willing to
invest in reducing their own use,
reducing their own long term cost it will
lead the way for others to move in that
direction.

Yes- I will consider reasonable gun
legislation.

Kathleen M
CATES
Democrat

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Michelle Eleanor
SANDOVAL
Democrat

DISTRICT 57 Sandoval

I’m a “locally-grown” guy with a local’s
knowledge of our hometown. I grew up
here, married my high school
sweetheart, and we’re raising our four
kids here. I know firsthand how
important it is to fix our roads, create
stable, good jobs, fight crime, and
improve our classrooms. And as a Ph.D.
research scientist, I know how to
analyze problems and find practical
solutions. I’m not a politician. I’m a
husband, a dad, and a neighbor who will
always put my community’s interests
ahead of petty politics and special
interests. My record these past ten
years proves this, and I want to continue
to make my hometown, and New
Mexico, a better place for us all.

As an award-winning Ph.D. research
scientist, I believe in the creativity of the
human spirit to solve problems and
innovate. One day, we may all tile our
roofs with solar panels, but significant
advancements, especially in energy
storage, are not ready yet. For now, we
need a balanced approach. Forced
adoption of renewable energy only leads
to significantly higher electric bills and
unreliable power, which especially hurts
the poor. Recently, I was proud to
sponsor a bill which helps technologies
invented at our National Labs to become
high value products. NM should
continue to partner with our world class
Department of Energy National
Laboratories, as they advance energy
technologies.

Whether it’s a from a spiritual
perspective that all life is sacred and a
gift from God, or from a scientific
perspective that upon conception a
unique DNA strand is created that has
never existed before and will never exist
again, I believe that innocent human life
should be protected. I also personally
support crisis pregnancy centers that
provide medical, material, and emotional
support to women in need.

The data clearly shows that recently
enacted NM gun laws have done
nothing to prevent violent gun crime. It’s
time that we become serious about
addressing the real cause of gun crime:
mental illness and drug addiction. And
this is something we can all agree with!
Let’s stop giving addicts pseudo help,
like free needles. Instead, let’s give
them real, meaningful, life changing
help. I’ve proposed legislation requiring
mental health treatment for violent
youth, and the creation of Community
Engagement Teams (CETs) to help
mitigate violent situations. Sadly, the
current Democratic Party majority in
Santa Fe nixed both proposals.

Jason Carl
HARPER
Republican
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STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (continued)

What gun laws, if any, would you
support?

What qualifications do you have to
serve in the New Mexico House of
Representatives?

What actions, if any, should be
taken at the state level to reduce our
use of fossil fuels?

Do you believe the right to abortion
should be codified by the
Legislature? Please explain.

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Derrick J
LENTE
Democrat

DISTRICT 65 Rio Arriba, San Juan, Sandoval

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-Robert Henry
MOSS
Republican

DISTRICT 68 Bernalillo

I come from San Felipe Pueblo where I
grew up. My father began his working
career as a machinist and welder and in
his forties, graduated with a master’s
degree in counseling psychology. My
mother was trained and worked as a
practical nurse. When they began a
family, she became a homemaker,
working periodically as a cook in a
public school, a domestic in
Albuquerque to help pay bills, and
volunteering at schools we attended.
For fifteen years, I have owned my own
small business; served as a Tribal
Administrator; and worked as an
Administrative Officer for the United
States Department of Health and
Human Services.

Climate change is among our most
urgent issues. We need to hold
ourselves accountable to the goals
created by the Legislature for carbon
reduction and renewable energy
production. That also means making
sure that communities that have
formerly been reliant on fossil fuels be
given the runway to reform their local
economy and come out whole.

Yes, the right to abortion should be
codified by the Legislature. I believe
every New Mexican has the right to
choose their own reproductive health
services and will fight for that right every
single time. I will be a champion for
reproductive health and the right to an
abortion in the State Legislature.

I support new laws to help end the
epidemic of gun violence. We need to
require safe storage of guns in homes;
have “red-flag” laws; and prohibit
domestic abusers who have been
convicted from possessing guns, to
start.

Charlotte L
LITTLE
Democrat

This will be my 4th term I have a
business man four 40yr people that run
should have business sense and a lot of
common sense

We need to look at all that it will will
effect before we make those difficult
discussions

-no response- -no response-Harry
GARCIA
Democrat

DISTRICT 69 Bernalillo



What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Supreme Court?

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?
Yes or No

What qualifies you for this
position?

What policies are needed to keep
the judiciary independent from
political influence?

JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT
Serves as one of five justices on the highest court in New Mexico. It is the court of last resort and has supervisory control over all lesser courts and attorneys
licensed in the state. Required to hear appeals from the Public Regulation Commission, election challenges and criminal cases when a defendant is sentenced
to the death penalty or life imprisonment. Has discretionary authority to review rulings of the Court of Appeals and questions of law certified to it by the Court
of Appeals or federal court. Must be at least 35 years of age, have practiced law for 10 years, and have resided in New Mexico for the last three years. Elected
for an eight-year term.
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Thomas C
MONTOYA
Republican

I have been endorsed three (3) times by
the Judicial Nominating Commission for
District Court Judge. I did not apply to
the Commission this time.

40 years of practice in all NM trial and
appellate courts. J.D. U.S.C. “A”
preeminent rating from Martindale-
Hubbell Peer Review Ratings. Cited as
authority in 3 appellate cases. 20+ years
member prestigious American Law
Institute. Co-Chair of Child Support
Guidelines Commission which promul-
gated New Mexico’s statutory Child
Support Guidelines. Chair of Rules
Committee of the N.M. Supreme Court,
which promulgated statewide rules of
procedure for domestic relations and
domestic violence cases. Selected as
qualified to be District Court Judge by
Judicial Nominating Commission. NM
native.

A judge must place the law above any
other consideration in deciding a case.
A judge cannot, in the performance of
judicial duties, by words or conduct,
manifest bias or prejudice, or engage in
harassment, including but not limited to
bias, prejudice, or harassment based
upon race, religion, color, national
origin, ethnicity, ancestry, sex, sexual
orientation, gender identity, marital
status, spousal affiliation, socioeco-
nomic status, political affiliation, age,
physical or mental handicap or serious
medical condition, nor permit others
subject to the judge’s direction or control
to do so.

Because the Supreme Court is the
rule-making body governing all courts,
attention must be paid to adherence to
the Constitution and the rule of law
throughout the state. Cases cannot be
decided because of a desired outcome,
but only on the law and facts of the
case. Judges must decide on what the
law is, and not what the law should be,
in the opinion of the judge. There can be
no respect of persons before the law,
resulting in a different decision based
upon the person or company which
appears before the court. All persons
are required to be equal before the law,
regardless of rich or poor.

Julie J
VARGAS
Democrat

Yes. I was endorsed by the Bi-Partisan
Judicial Nominating Commission in
November 2020 for the position I
currently hold and appointed by the
Governor

Serving on New Mexico’s two highest
courts, along with my over two decades
in private practice helping New Mexican
families and small businesses. As a
judge, I have authored more than 125
opinions and decided hundreds of other
cases in all areas of the law. While in
private practice, I co-chaired the State
Bar’s Ethics Advisory Committee and
now serve as the Supreme Court’s
liaison to the Disciplinary Board. I
previously served as Co-Chair of the
Advisory Opinions Committee,
dedicated to advising judges on their
responsibilities under the Code of
Judicial Conduct.

Public financing of judicial races is the
most important policy necessary to
retain judicial independence and deter
political influence. In 2021, the
Legislature expanded public financing to
all district court races. NM is the only
state that provides public financing for
both statewide and district court judicial
races. Public financing alleviates
concerns that a judge’s decision was
influenced by a large campaign
contribution and promotes public trust in
our judicial system. For that reason, I’ve
applied for and secured public financing
in my efforts to retain my seat on the
Supreme Court.

Access and transparency. Expanding
virtual hearings is cost effective,
increases access, saves money for
citizens, and increases legal service
options to underrepresented commun-
ities. Virtual hearings reduce the time
parties have to take off work to attend
and eliminate transportation and child-
care issues. Allowing unrepresented
parties to e-file pleadings also expands
access. Live-streaming Supreme Court
oral arguments increases transparency,
as the public can see our work.
Expanding our outreach to NM’s schools
teaches students about the role of the
courts and the rule of law in our society.

POSITION 1

Kerry J
MORRIS
Republican

No. I’ve been practicing law for over 40
years. I am a problem solver, not a part
of the elite legal establishment with
vested interests in furthering progressive
political agendas. I represent the
working people of New Mexico; they
include families who’ve experienced
tragedy, people who’ve been treated
unfairly, and people who are victims of
crime. I understand the problems of
working people and small business
owners who have lost jobs, their
businesses due to government
shutdowns. I will bring to the Supreme
Court the balance of an outsider, a
constitutionalist who strictly interprets
the law.

Increase judicial pay and make funding
of the courts independent of the politics
of legislature and the governor by
indexing them to the pay rate for federal
judges. The governor just vetoed a pay
raise for the judges that would have
done this. She did this without
explanation leaving us to speculate as
to her reasons. She vetoed the pay
raise even though the court ruled in her
favor on all of her Covid decrees.
Perhaps the Governor was unhappy
with the recent ruling by the court on
who gets to spend the federal money.
Clearly, she was sending a political
message to the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court will be improved
with my election to the Court through a
better balance of judicial philosophies.
As the Albuquerque Journal stated
when it endorsed me for the Supreme
Court in 2020, “Morris, as a Republican,
offers the Supreme Court some needed
diversity in philosophy and thinking. The
political balance of the court has
historically been to the left, and the
pending retirement of the Supreme
Court’s only Republican, Judith
Nakamura, makes balancing the court
with a new Republican that much more
important.” Albuquerque Journal
October 15, 2020

Briana H
ZAMORA
Democrat

Yes, I was recommended by the
Bi-Partisan Judicial Nominating
Commission for this position and
appointed by the Governor.

I serve as a Supreme Court Justice, in
this position, with well-rounded legal
experience having litigated civil, criminal
and children’s court cases throughout
the State of New Mexico. More
significantly, the experience I gained as
a trial and appellate court judge is
invaluable. I have served at every level
of the judiciary and presided in
thousands of cases, over 100 jury trials
and every type of criminal proceeding. I
have in-depth knowledge of our criminal
justice system. Additionally, as an
appellate court judge I issued opinions
in every area of the law.

As Judges, we must adhere to our oath
of office and strict ethical rules, which
requires judges to decide cases without
regard to political or private interests
and regardless of public opinion. We are
required to follow the law and
Constitution. Ethical rules also require
that we not state our opinions on
political issues. It is also critical that our
state has public financing for our
appellate and district judicial races to
ensure that our campaigns are not
funded with large contributions from
private sources. That is why I’ve applied
for and received public financing to run
my campaign.

The Supreme Court is a respected and
well-oiled machine that has been
following well-established protocols for
decades. However, I do believe
upgraded technology, including an
updated case management system
would result in more efficiencies.
Increasing access to justice for our rural
communities, continuing our efforts to
better collaborate with our justice
partners to improve our criminal justice
system, and efforts such as our new
Statewide Judicial Commission on
Mental Health will ensure we continue to
meet the needs of our residents who
come into contact with the judicial
system.

POSITION 2



What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Court of Appeals?

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?

What qualifies you for this
position?

What policies are needed to keep
the judiciary independent from
political influence?

JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS
Serves as one of ten judges on the intermediate court between the district courts and the Supreme Court. Judges sit in panels of three. Court reviews appeals
in all cases, except in criminal cases involving sentences of death or life imprisonment, appeals from the Public Regulation Commission, and cases involving
habeas corpus. Must be at least 35 years of age, have practiced law for 10 years, and resided in New Mexico for the last three years. Elected for an eight-year
term.

Page 28, Voter Guide

Barbara V
JOHNSON
Republican

Yes, for a District Court Judgeship.
However, I was not appointed by the
Governor.

I have been a Family Lawyer since
1988. Family law involves everything
that touches the lives of our citizens.
Some of those kinds of cases are
divorces, custody and time sharing, child
support, peoples’ houses and personal
belongings, at times domestic violence,
crimes, business matters, estate
planning and retirement plans. Family
law can be very challenging, but is also
very rewarding. The Court of Appeals
hears cases that someone believes a
trial judge decided incorrectly. Being a
Family Lawyer both in and out of the
Courtroom on a variety of cases is a
great background/foundation.

The Judiciary is an equal branch of our
government. Each branch has different
responsibilities. Our Courts are
responsible for following the law when
deciding a dispute. Every case has facts
relating to that case. Judges must not
make those decisions based on outside
influences. Judges should not create
law as the legislative branch of
government is responsible for that.
Judges are to apply and follow the rule
of law. When the voters learn about
candidates, they should vote for the one
that fills the job description.

Our citizens deserve more expedient
decisions from the Court. The litigants’
lives are often on hold for years while
their case in the Court winds its way
through the complicated system of an
appeal. The job is to determine whether
a case was decided correctly and if not
to reverse it, and send it back with
instructions and explanations that give
citizens and judges guidance. If the
case was decided correctly, it should be
affirmed quickly so that the litigants can
move forward with their lives. Hopefully,
I can assist with streamlining the
process and working for all our citizens.

Gerald Edward
BACA
Democrat

I was recommended by the Bi-Partisan
Judicial Nominating Commission and
interviewed, vetted, and appointed by
the Governor for this position on the NM
Court of Appeals.

I have over 34 years of experience as a
practicing attorney and judge in my
home state of New Mexico. My
experience is in nearly every area of law
that comes before the courts of New
Mexico. I served as a district judge for
over 9 years and I currently serve as a
judge on the Court of Appeals, having
been appointed in April 2021. Before
becoming a judge, I served as a
prosecutor in the First and Fourth
Judicial Districts. In my practice, I was a
criminal defense attorney and I handled
a wide variety of civil cases from
divorces and auto accident cases to
complex wrongful death cases.

First and foremost, the judiciary must
remain independent from any influence,
political or otherwise. I believe the
current Canons of Judicial Conduct
sufficiently set forth the expected
conduct of a judicial candidate in a
partisan election. However, I think the
requirements to qualify for public
financing for judicial campaigns should
be adjusted. Instead of having our
committees collect over 1,300 $5
contributions, a different threshold
should be required in order to take
money completely out of the process.

In New Mexico, every litigant is entitled
to one appeal. The great majority of
those appeals are heard by the Court of
Appeals (COA). As a result, the COA
has hundreds of cases on its docket.
Each of these cases takes time to
review and decide. Thus, the COA is a
very busy court. The COA is working
hard to resolve these appeals in a timely
manner. However, the judges at the
COA are acutely aware of the need to
get these appeals resolved more
quickly. Thus, the COA, myself included,
is constantly looking at ways to more
efficiently and expeditiously decide
these appeals.

POSITION 1

Sophie I
COOPER
Libertarian (write-in)

no Strong academic and legal background:
1973 BA economics, University of
Chicago; 1989, JD, Washington College
of Law (American University), 4th
highest in class. Employed as a Public
Defender for 30 years. Strong person:
morally, spiritually, mentally, and
physically. Good understanding of the
cultures and values of New Mexicans.
I’ve lived here 45 years; participated in
Native American ceremonies; traveled
extensively through Navajo-land;
currently employed at the Pueblo of
Isleta.; and Jewish. A good mix of
cultures.

Mainly, the judiciary needs to do its job
and protect our constitutional rights from
government. How quickly we, the
people, lost our freedom to a virus. I
don’t understand "emergency powers"
that continued over two years. The
Governor used a Riot Control Act
designed to control riots to lock-down
Gallup; she closed the churches entirely
the night before Easter 2020; she told
us what to wear and how many people
we can have in our homes, and the
Courts did nothing. Our rights are
embodied in our federal and state
constitution and the Court needs to
protect the people from abuse of power.

Speedier resolution of cases. More
backbone to stand up and enforce the
constitution against the other branches
of government.

Katherine Anne
WRAY
Democrat

Yes, the Bi-Partisan Judicial Nominating
Commission determined I was qualified
and recommended me to the Governor
for an extensive interview, and she
appointed me to this position.

I have worked and practiced in the
district and appellate courts for nearly
fifteen years. I first served as a law clerk
for an appellate and a district court
judge. In private practice, I worked
simultaneously as a criminal staff
attorney, trial counsel in complex civil
cases, and an appellate attorney. My
practice focused on legal writing and
analysis, as well as civil and appellate
procedure. I served multiple terms on
the New Mexico Supreme Court’s
Appellate Rules Committee and the
Code of Professional Conduct Com-
mittee, and I was privileged to teach
legal writing at UNM School of Law.

Many policies protect judicial
independence. The Code of Judicial
Conduct requires judges to maintain
independence, integrity, and impartiality,
whether campaigning or applying the
law. District court judges’ decisions are
subject to one automatic review and the
Court of Appeals’ decisions may also be
further evaluated by the New Mexico
Supreme Court. The Judicial Standards
Commission reviews a judge’s
professional conduct and assists the
public to decide whether to retain the
judge. The judge, though, must
recognize her own biases, adhere to the
law, and disregard political influences.

The Court of Appeals is responsible for
reviewing almost all cases appealed in
New Mexico, involving nearly every area
of the law. Because we are a such a
busy, the biggest need is to move cases
through the system so that appeals are
timely heard and parties get the
resolution they need. Since joining the
Court, I’ve utilized my appellate, trial,
civil, and criminal experience to work
with my colleagues to be an active and
productive addition to the Court. I have
focused on learning quickly, carefully
reviewing cases, and keeping in mind
the parties who are waiting for
decisions.

POSITION 2



What improvements, if any, are
needed in the Court of Appeals?

Have you been endorsed by the
Judicial Nominating Commission?

What qualifies you for this
position?

What policies are needed to keep
the judiciary independent from
political influence?
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Stephen P
CURTIS
Libertarian

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

Gertrude
LEE
Republican

No, I have not. I have been endorsed by
the Albuquerque Police Officers’
Association. When I ran for Court of
Appeals in 2020 I was endorsed by the
Albuquerque Journal.

My experience as a manager and trial
attorney has prepared me to serve on
the Court of Appeals. For twelve years I
have worked as a trial attorney and
prosecutor. In Gallup, I represented the
State in numerous jury and bench trials
in the Magistrate and District Courts. I
also filed several appeals on behalf of
the State. I continue my work as a
prosecutor in Farmington. I also served
as the Chief Prosecutor of the Navajo
Nation where I managed ten prosecutor
offices and several dozen staff across
the reservation in addition to practicing
in the tribal courts.

It is absolutely essential for a judge to
be impartial and to maintain the rule of
law. This means judges should be open
minded, unbiased, remain impartial and
non-partisan when rendering decisions.

I believe bringing balance to the Court
would be an improvement. The Court
could use an addition who has
significant experience practicing in rural
New Mexico and tribal courts. My
addition to the bench would add a
completely different voice to the Court of
Appeals. I was born in Shiprock and
grew up outside Farmington. I am a
member of the Navajo Nation (my clan
is Near to Water born for Big Water). I
have practiced law in rural New Mexico
my entire career and I have experience
in tribal court. Because of my work in
public safety, I also appreciate the
criminal law issues New Mexicans face.

POSITION 2 (continued)

JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS (continued)

MAP OF PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMISSION DISTRICTS
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How should the PEC assess the
financial stability of schools before
authorizing or renewing a charter?

What qualifies you to sit on the
Public Education Commission?

If elected, what are your two highest
priorities?

Should there be a cap on the total
number of state charter schools?
Yes or No?

PUBLIC EDUCATION COMMISSIONER
Member of ten-person commission that advises the Secretary of Public Education. Commission authorizes and monitors all state-chartered charter schools. Must
be at least 18 years of age, a citizen, and reside in the district he/she represents. Districts 2, 3, 5, and 6 in our four-county area are up for election in 2022. Districts
2 and 3 are in Bernalillo County; District 5 includes parts of McKinley, Rio Arriba, San Juan, and Sandoval Counties; and District 6 includes parts of Bernalillo,
Catron, Cibola, Dona Ana, Grant, Hidalgo, Luna, Sierra, and Socorro Counties. Only voters registered to vote in the respective districts are eligible to vote for the
candidates in that district. Positions are unpaid, except for limited per diem expenses. Elected for a four-year term.
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Timothy E
BECK
Republican

I was a business owner with my wife for
25 years then became an Advanced
Placement and International
Baccalaureate teacher at Sandia High
School for 13 years. I was also the
Instructional Council chairperson as well
as the Social Studies department
chairperson. I was also the head golf
coach and my teams earned six state
championships and four runners up.

My first priority is to ensure that the
charter schools are performing at an
excellent level of diverse learning and
my second priority is allowing the strong
charters to grow in diversified
enrollment.

No, there should be no cap. However
we need to continually review the
schools to ensure they are adhering to
their goals and missions. We should
complement the successes of traditional
public schools

We should continually monitor the
finances of all charters. These are
taxpayer dollars and we need to hold
the charters responsible for the use of
those dollars. We have monthly work
sessions and that will be a priority in
those sessions. We have seen serious
abuses in public schools monies and
that needs to stop.

DISTRICT 2 Bernalillo

Alan Lee
BRAUER JR
Democrat

I am fortunate with opportunities to be
part of developing community-created
charter schools across New Mexico. My
journey with charter schools began
when I joined the NACA Inspired
Schools Network in 2015 to lead the
Fellowship implementation and manage
technical assistance and school
supports. Through this role, I had the
opportunity to work beside numerous
Indigenous communities as they
designed schools of excellence and
relevance. I served as the Director of
the Charter Schools Division at the New
Mexico Public Education Department,
working close with the Public Education
Commission.

Two of my highest priorities as a Public
Education Commissioner will be to:
Ensure that all state authorized charter
schools are fully complying the the
Martinez Yazzie lawsuit remedies.
Charter schools have the opportunity to
innovate and lead the State’s
commitment to equitable education for
every student and family. My second
priority will be to work with charter
schools, legislators and advocacy
groups to strengthen opportunities for
charter schools to acquire facilities that
are commensurate with their mission. I
find this to be especially critical for rural
serving charters.

No, I do not believe there should be
additional caps on the number of state
charter schools that go beyond current
statute and rule. The number of state
charters has been steady for several
years.

I think the PEC should be as proactive
as possible in supporting the financial
stability of all charters authorized by
their body. The PEC should work to
adopt an early warning process where
financial concerns can be uncovered
and corrected as proactively as
possible. Since much of the financial
stability of charters rests with student
enrollment, the PEC has the ability to
monitor schools’ enrollment. New
schools currently must submit their initial
enrollment goals. When new schools are
off target, the PEC must work with the
school to determine if their first year is
financially feasible.

DISTRICT 3 Bernalillo

Sharon
CLAHCHISCHILLIAGE
Republican

I taught as a special education teacher
for behaviorally challenged students and
was also a NM legislator for 6 years,
which led to acquiring experience in
funding, accountability, and policy. I
coordinated with resources that included
administrators, grade level teachers,
special ed. resources, the community,
and the parents. With this skill set, I
understand the educational state
requirements and the responsibilities
necessary in meeting the educational
needs for each students future. I believe
that I can use my knowledge and
experience to support New Mexico’s
public school students.

If elected, my first priority is supporting
new and existing public charter schools
that demonstrate excellence in
academic outcomes and other
measures. Ensuring they can open snd
serve the student’s and families who
need them. My second priority is
ensuring the commission has clear
expectations and policies that allow for
quality charter schools to grow and for
schools that need to demonstrate higher
performance to have a clear line of sight
to improvement.

No. The commission is capable of
ensuring that school growth and
development occurs in a responsible
way that’s rooted in positive learning for
students without subjective cap set by
the legislature.

Just like a school district, state
authorized public charter schools are
required to undergo annual audits.
Charter schools need to have clear
guidelines written into their charter
contracts detailing what happens when
their annual audit unearths financial
instability or malfeasance.

DISTRICT 5 Sandoval

Stewart Alan
INGHAM
Republican

15 years working at APS and a lifetime
of experience

Promote and serve charter schools in
District 6 and around the state.
Advocate for quality education
throughout New Mexico.

No By doing due dilligence in each
application. We need to be willing to put
individual effort into researching all
aspects of a proposed charter to insure
the effectiveness of their ability provide
quality education.

DISTRICT 6 Bernalillo



What forms of voluntary profes-
sional and community service have
you been involved with in the past
and currently?

Describe the experience and
abilities that prepare you to be a
district court judge.

What do you perceive as the
greatest obstacles to equal justice
in this judicial district?

What recommendations do you
have to improve the operations of
the District’s courts?

JUDICIAL DISTRICT JUDGES
District courts are courts of general jurisdiction which hold jury trials and hear these types of cases: tort, contract, real property rights and estate; domestic
relations, mental health, appeals from administrative agencies and lower courts, miscellaneous civil jurisdiction; criminal misdemeanor and felony cases; juvenile
matters and criminal appeals. District courts may issue writs of habeas corpus, mandamus, injunction, quo warranto, certiorari, prohibition and all other writs
and also have the power of naturalization in accordance with United States law.
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Alma C Garcia
ROBERSON
Democrat

Prior to my appointment to the bench in
February of 2021, I was a defense
attorney in Children’s Court for five
years. I learned that the best outcome
for a child requires working with the
entire family. I am highly familiar with the
landscape of services and resources
available to families and juveniles in
crisis. Additionally, as the defense
attorney liaison of the Juvenile Drug
Treatment Court in Bernalillo County for
four years, I learned the importance of
every stakeholder’s role in serving our
youth and the value of a holistic,
team-based approach to helping
families.

Racial and ethnic disparities are in
obstacle all across our country and our
judicial district is no different. Minority
children and families continue to be
overrepresented in Children’s Court.

We need to collect data in a way that is
easily accessible to both stakeholders in
our system and the community.

Board Member from 2013-2019 of the
Criminal Law Section of the New Mexico
Bar - Board Member from 2017-2019 of
the JDAI (Juvenile Detention Alternative
Initiative) Reducing Race and Ethnic
Disparity Committee - Board Member
since 2020 for the Juvenile Drug
Treatment Court National Project
Advisory Board - Member of the
Children’s Court Rules Committee since
2020 - Chair of JDAI Data Committee
since 2021 - Chair of JDAI Case
Processing Group Committee since
2021 - Member of CCIC’s (Children’s
Court Improvement Commission) Data
Driven Strategies Workgroup, Enhanced
Family Supports Workgroup, and the
Legal Stakeholders Workgroup since
2021

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT Bernalillo

DIVISION 7

Catherine A
BEGAYE
Democrat

I’ve been a judicial officer with the
Children’s Court since 2018, and was
appointed a Children’s Court judge in
January 2021. Prior to joining the Court,
I was an attorney practicing in the area
of children’s law (abuse & neglect,
juvenile delinquency, adoptions, etc.). I
am well-prepared to work with families
and youth who come before the court.

There are many factors that have kept
our state at the bottom of many lists:
poverty, education level, access to
resources, substance abuse, lack of
employment, and mental health issues.
These factors are compounding and
often result in unsafe situations for our
children - in abuse & neglect cases and
delinquency cases. The court’s role is to
look out for the safety of the children
and the safety of the community, while
allowing the families and children to
rehabilitate. This is a worthy goal and
our New Mexico families deserve our
best.

I will only speak to the needs of the
Children’s Court division. The pandemic
has exponentially increased all of our
knowledge and use of technology, and I
would like to keep many of those
initiatives in place as we come out of the
pandemic. For example, video
appearances for settings have worked
well for some families and tribes; the
ability to provide or file documentation
with the court electronically has been
helpful to attorneys; and the ability for
victims of crime to appear remotely
(rather than in person) has felt safer for
them. While video hearings are not
appropriate for all cases or hearings,
having an option available for the right
cases benefits the system.

I had been a board member for Casa Q,
a shelter for homeless LGBTQ youth
that provides safe living options and
supportive services for them. I have also
volunteered on national and local
organizations related to my professional
work: National Council of Juvenile &
Family Court Judges, NM Partners,
Children’s Court Improvement
Commission, Children’s Court Rules
Committee, JDAI Leadership and Deep
End, etc. I enjoy my personal and
professional community service, while
still putting my role as a Judge first.

DIVISION 8

Bruce C
FOX
Democrat

I have been practicing law in New
Mexico for 29 years, with the majority of
that being in New Mexico’s criminal
justice system, including ten years as a
Public Defender handling felonies in the
Criminal Division in Albuquerque. I was
also Chief Judge for the Pueblo of
Laguna for 8 years, with a primary focus
on criminal law. Finally, following
appointment by Governor Lujan
Grisham, I have now been a District
Court Judge in the Criminal Division for
one year and six months. As a result, I
have extensive experience in handling
trials, motions, sentencings, plea
agreements and all other aspects of
criminal practice in New Mexico.

More resources for all aspects of the
criminal justice system, which will better
assure that the system can hold
offenders, especially violent offenders,
accountable. Cases should be
processed quickly and efficiently in order
to avoid individuals picking up new
charges while cases are pending or
having a case dismissed on a
technicality due to delay and high
caseloads. Additionally, we need to
maximize the use of resources in order
to address non-violent offenders with
mental health and drug addiction issues
through treatment. Finally, I believe that
we as a community can do more to
address gun violence through education
and safety measures.

When a repeat offender is charged with
a new non-violent crime, and sincerely
wants to make a change, that person
should be given an opportunity at
rehabilitation. As a Judge it is very
challenging to determine who is being
sincere and who is just saying whatever
is needed to get out of the judicial
system. Additionally, crimes of violence
often have an aspect of community
safety and victims’ interests which must
be taken into account when balancing
rehabilitation and punishment.

As a working fulltime professional for
many years, I have always made time to
participate in one or two professional
and civic organizations to improve the
legal process and the community. I have
been on two NM Supreme Court
Committees: the Criminal Uniform Jury
Instruction Committee, and the
Tribal/State Judicial Consortium, which
is made up state and tribal court judges.
I have also been a soccer coach in
AYSO, and a Cub Scout Den Leader.
Additionally, I have been a board
member of the NMCDLA and Family
Crisis Center. Finally, currently I am on
the NM Supreme Court Commission on
Mental Health and Competency, and
with Judge Lucy Solomon, run the 2nd
Judicial Mental Health Court.

DIVISION 10
What forms of voluntary profes-
sional and community service have
you been involved with in the past
and currently?

Describe the experience and
abilities that prepare you to be a
district court judge.

What recommendations do you
have to improve the operations of
the District’s courts?

When dealing with cases involving
repeat offenders, how do you
balance the interests of
rehabilitation and public safety?



What forms of voluntary profes-
sional and community service have
you been involved with in the past
and currently?

Describe the experience and
abilities that prepare you to be a
district court judge.

What do you perceive as the
greatest obstacles to equal justice
in this judicial district?

What recommendations do you
have to improve the operations of
the District’s courts?
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Elaine P
LUJAN
Democrat

My experience as a sitting District Court
Judge in the Civil Division for the past
fourteen months has been invaluable.
Prior to being appointed, I was a staff
attorney for the Civil Division where I did
legal research, writing and analysis for
civil judges, and supported trials and
adjudicatory functions. I have also
served as an assistant attorney general
in the New Mexico Attorney General’s
Office where I represented clients
before State and Federal Courts.
Finally, I was honored to serve as a law
clerk for the New Mexico as my first job
out of law school. It provided the
foundation for my approach to judicial
decision making.

Access to justice - no response - - no response -

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT Bernalillo

DIVISION 12

Jennifer J
WERNERSBACH
Democrat

After intensely practicing in ABQ’s state
and federal courts for 17 years and
being thoroughly vetted and
recommended by the bi-partisan Judicial
Nominating Commission, I was
appointed by Governor Lujan Grisham
to this judicial seat in January 2021. I’ve
now served as a judge for over a year
and have learned more about the
internal workings of the court and
enjoyed forming important relationships
with court staff, various attorneys, and
our community justice partners. These
relationships have helped me effectively
and fairly resolve the hundreds of cases
that come through the courthouse. I
hope to have the chance to continue this
growth as a judge so that I can best
serve our community.

I currently preside over the Drug Court
Program, working with some of our most
at-risk citizens in turning their lives
around. Expanding these specialty
courts throughout the state would help
reach more individuals earlier to help
prevent future crimes. Specialty Courts
such as Veterans Court, Native
American Healing to Wellness Court,
and Young Adult Court allow judges and
the parties involved to better delve into
defendant’s lives, help monitor them,
and put them on a path to success. We
must also continually work with our
criminal justice partners to address
poverty, substance abuse, and trauma,
including improving how the system
addresses competency and mental
health issues.

A consistent, balanced approach is
critical. I have worked with hundreds of
people consumed by drug addiction
and/or mental health issues. I have seen
people turn their lives around and I’ve
seen them continue down destructive
paths to imprisonment or even death. I
have seen firsthand that that while
purely rehabilitative sentences might
effectively prevent future crime,
sometimes a prison term is the only
viable option to protect our community.
My lengthy experience in this field, in
this particular community, has given me
a deep sense of what will be effective
for both the defendant and for the
public. I strive to balance these interests
one case at a time.

As the mother of a 6-year-old daughter,
my husband and I can frequently be
spotted at a number of our neighbor-
hood and school events. We’ve lived in
the Downtown area for over 15 years
and love knowing our neighbors and
being involved in our community. I have
been a member of the New Mexico
State Bar and various legal associations
over my entire legal career. Over the
years, I’ve enjoyed volunteering for
various organizations, including serving
as a Board Member of NM AIDS
Services, where he helped serve those
living with HIV/AIDS and did HIV-pre-
vention. As a judge, I’ve volunteered to
present to high school and CNM classes
to help build relationships between the
court and the public.

DIVISION 16

Britt M
BACA-MILLER
Democrat

I was born and raised in Albuquerque. I
attended Albuquerque Public Schools
and graduated from Eldorado High
School. I received my master’s degree
in public administration and learned
about public management and
government service. I worked with
indigent populations experiencing
homelessness and trauma for several
years, which made me want to attend
law school, to advocate for these
individuals who were often defendants
and victims in the criminal legal system.
I worked as a public defender for over
seven years, taking dozens of cases to
trial in the Second Judicial District. I
have experienced property crime and
have close family members and friends
who are victims of violent crime.

At the beginning of the pandemic, many
safety nets for individuals (victims,
defendants, families) were closed.
These individuals were not able to
access services for some time, including
services for individuals experiencing
homelessness, in-person victim
resources, or probation office visits,
leading to relapses and often recidivism.
The case management order (also
known as Local Rule 2-308) created a
grid and process for quick case
resolution and trial scheduling prior to
the pandemic. The Court went from
several trials scheduled in a week to
one or two a month. We are holding as
many trials as we can safely handle in
the Second, but we are working with a
fairly large backlog.

Streamlining services and opening
communication between stakeholders
would improve the operations of the
District’s courts. The courts remain open
to the public. The process has not
changed during the pandemic, other
than public health measures, and I
would welcome the stakeholders to
communicate and work together to
improve gaps in public safety and
rehabilitation.

In law school, I served on the board for
the Association of Public Interest Law.
This organization encouraged law
students to work in government or
non-profit agencies with marginalized
populations. I also served on the board
for the Women’s Law Caucus, which
worked to address issues in the law
facing women, who still are
disproportionately represented in the
higher echelons of the legal system. I
was a board member for the New
Mexico Hispanic Bar Association
(NMHBA) from 2015-2017 and 2019. I
am still an active member of the NMHBA
and Women’s Bar Association.

DIVISION 20

Emeterio Leroy
RUDOLFO
Democrat

Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot

DIVISION 21

What forms of voluntary profes-
sional and community service have
you been involved with in the past
and currently?

Describe the experience and
abilities that prepare you to be a
district court judge.

What recommendations do you
have to improve the operations of
the District’s courts?

When dealing with cases involving
repeat offenders, how do you
balance the interests of
rehabilitation and public safety?

What forms of voluntary profes-
sional and community service have
you been involved with in the past
and currently?

Describe the experience and
abilities that prepare you to be a
district court judge.

What do you perceive as the
greatest obstacles to equal justice
in this judicial district?

What recommendations do you
have to improve the operations of
the District’s courts?



What forms of voluntary profes-
sional and community service have
you been involved with in the past
and currently?

Describe the experience and
abilities that prepare you to be a
district court judge.

What do you perceive as the
greatest obstacles to equal justice
in this judicial district?

What recommendations do you
have to improve the operations of
the District’s courts?
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Joseph A
MONTANO
Democrat

Prior to being appointed to the bench I
spent ten years at the Bernalillo County
District Attorneys Office. I began my
career as an Assistant DA prosecuting
DWI and misdemeanor domestic
violence cases. The majority of career
was spent prosecuting felony offense in
District Court. The felony caseloads I
worked included DWI, Domestic
Violence, Narcotics, Property,
White-Collar, and Homicide cases.

I perceive the obstacles presently facing
our judicial district to be challenges
brought on by the Pandemic. The
Pandemic forced not only our district,
but courts throughout the country to
adapt our practices to conform with
health and safety protocols guidelines
that have been recommended by public
health officials while still balancing the
constitutional rights of our citizens.

Our District Court has done a great over
the last two years during the Pandemic
to ensure that the public feels safe when
entering our doors. We will need to
continue to be mindful that as we come
out of the Pandemic and continue to
modify our health and safety procedures
that we continue to communicate with
those who come through our doors why
we are taking the measures we are.

Athletics have always been a big part of
my life since I was a young child. Over
the years I have volunteered as a coach
and referee for youth basketball and flag
football.

SECOND JUDICIAL DISTRICT Bernalillo

DIVISION 26

David A
MURPHY
Democrat

Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot

DIVISION 30

DIVISION 9

Karl William
REIFSTECK
Democrat

THIRTEENTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT Sandoval

What qualifies you for this
position?

What alternatives to incarceration
do you support for nonviolent
crimes?

What policies are needed to keep
the judiciary independent from
political influence?

Allison Pool
MARTINEZ
Republican

I have 16 years of experience as a
practicing attorney in New Mexico. As a
former prosecutor, I have prosecuted
hundreds of cases, including several
high-profile jury trials. In addition to my
work in criminal law, I have handled
many civil cases in the areas of property
rights, intellectual property,
administrative law, employment law,
trusts and estates, and constitutional
law. I have dedicated my career to
public service, and I am committed to
upholding the rule of law in my
courtroom without any undue or
otherwise political influence.

Mental health treatment, including
treatment for drug and alcohol addiction,
is a critical alternative for many
nonviolent offenders. There is an
incredible need for more mental health
treatment options in New Mexico.

Because New Mexico law requires all
judicial candidates to run in a partisan
election, these candidates must, in
effect, choose a political party for their
race. In addition, unless the candidates
can qualify for public financing, they
must also raise funds for their
campaigns. Allowing all judicial
candidates to run as independents with
public financing could resolve these
issues.

An increase in support for docket
management could help move more
cases through the system in a timely
fashion.

What improvements, if any, are
needed in the District Courts?

I am the only candidate recommended
by the bi-partisan judicial nominating
commission, a group of preeminent
judges, lawyers, and community
members that vets judicial candidates. I
have worked in this judicial district for
over 10 years. In that time I hosted legal
workshops for the public and started a
foreclosure settlement program that
brought people together to settle 86% of
cases. I served as the court chief
executive and general counsel, decided
over 1,000 DV and family cases as
hearing officer, and now decide civil and
probate cases as judge. I graduated
cum laude from UNM law school.

I believe strongly in the ability of
treatment courts to address addiction
and other mental health conditions
underlying nonviolent criminal behavior.
As court executive, I oversaw 9
treatment programs across every county
of our district. As judge, I am committed
to expanding the juvenile drug court
program in our district, partnering with
tribal entities, and continuing outreach to
serve veterans.

As the third, independent branch of our
government, it is imperative that the
judiciary remain outside of the political
fray. One important way to do this is to
require all candidates for judge to be
found qualified by the judicial
nominating commission. This important
body ensures only the highest quality
attorneys are able to serve our
community as judges. Per the New
Mexico Constitution, each judicial
nominating commission is chaired by the
Dean of the UNM School of Law and is
bi-partisan to include balanced
viewpoints.

Our communities are growing and
resources for the courts need to keep
pace. We must ensure that we have
adequate court staff to process filings on
time, and continue to invest in mental
health and addiction treatment programs
to reduce nonviolent crime. We also
must continue programs to help the
public access the court, with clinics to
answer legal questions and provide
legal materials accessible to everyone.



What changes in training and
support for metropolitan court
judges would you like to see
implemented?

Describe the specific experience
and abilities that prepare you to
serve as a metropolitan court judge.

Do you believe that metropolitan
court judges should continue to be
elected in partisan elections, or
should they be appointed to office
and then stand for retention?

Do you support an expanded role
for specialty courts, e.g., DWI, drug,
domestic violence early inter-
vention program, etc.?

JUDGE OF THE BERNALILLO COUNTY METROPOLITAN COURT
The Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court is part of the statewide Magistrate Court System and is state funded. The court combined the Bernalillo County magistrate
court and the City of Albuquerque municipal court and has limited jurisdiction. It is sometimes referred to as small claims court. Metropolitan court has jurisdiction
in the following types of cases, and holds jury trials as appropriate: tort, contract, landlord/tenant rights; felony first appearances and misdemeanor criminal
cases; DWI/DUI; domestic violence; after-hour warrant review; and traffic violations. Judges oversee 11 Specialty Court Programs and are assigned an average
of 3,000-4,000 new cases each year. Candidates must be at least 18 years of age and a member of the New Mexico Bar engaged in the actual practice of law in
New Mexico for 3 years. Elected for a four-year term.
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Asra I
ELLIOTT
Democrat

Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot

METROPOLITAN COURT JUDGE
DIVISION 1

Joshua J
SANCHEZ
Democrat

As a practicing attorney for sixteen
years I was able to gain the extensive
experience and knowledge necessary
for the types of cases brought before the
metropolitan court and understand the
duties of each party participating in the
cases. Judges must be knowledgeable,
honest, compassionate and of strong
moral character. I possess each of
these traits. I am well suited for the
judiciary because I have the knowledge,
experience, and patient disposition
necessary to sit on the bench, and make
correct determinations based on the
law.

As a sitting judge, who was appointed,
and is currently participating in a
partisan election, and will stand for
retention in four years, I believe that an
opinion on this matter is not appropriate.

I am in favor of an expanded role for
specialty courts as they provide
substantial supports for our community.
Through the use of these programs,
participants receive the necessary
support, direction, treatment, and
structure to learn from past situations
and have more resources available to
them when new situations may arise.
Specialty courts are proven to reduce
rates of recidivism and not only do these
programs benefit defendants but the
community as a whole.

Upon entering the Metropolitan Court, I
was provided with extensive training
specific to my judicial and administrative
duties from several judicial divisions and
their support staff. Through daily
one-on-one guidance, judge shadowing,
and assistance from the support staff in
the courtroom, I feel that metropolitan
court judges are provided with a
remarkable amount of training and
assistance. I attend the National Judicial
College in Reno, Nevada in October of
2021. I am impressed with the amount
of additional support and training
consistently offered to all employees of
the court to keep us informed as to
changes in law, rules, and to alert us to
available resources.

DIVISION 4

Claire Ann
MCDANIEL
Democrat

Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot Late addition to the ballot

DIVISION 16

Nina Aviva
SAFIER
Democrat

In 2022 I was appointed to serve as a
Bernalillo County Metropolitan Court
judge by Gov. Michelle Lujan Grisham
after being vetted and recommended by
the bipartisan Judicial Selection
Nominating Commission. Before my
appointment to the bench, I spent 16
years practicing criminal law. My
extensive experience has given me
great insight into the crucial role judges
play in balancing defendants’ due
process rights while also holding people
accountable, protecting victims, and
ensuring public safety in our community.
I was born and raised in this city and am
proud to call Albuquerque my home.

I believe in the power of democracy and
the right to vote. However, our current
system of partisan elections fails to take
into consideration that judges are
required to act independently and in a
non-partisan manner. Eliminating
partisan elections and switching to a
system of retention elections only, after
a thorough selection and appointment
process, would reduce political influence
while still allowing voters a say as to
which judges remain on the bench.

I strongly support the expansion of
specialty courts in the Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court. I am committed to
finding ways to increase participation in
diversionary programs. Metropolitan
Court is often people’s first experience
with the criminal justice system, and if
people are afforded an opportunity to
learn new skills and behaviors and
succeed in specialty court programs,
there is a greater chance that real and
lasting change can happen and crime
can be reduced.

I would like to see increased training
regarding how existing laws and policies
lead to racial and ethnic bias in the
criminal justice system. In addition, I
believe Metropolitan Court judges
should receive increased education and
training regarding conditions of release
and sentencing decisions designed to
address repeat offenders.

DIVISION 17



What changes in training and
support for magistrate judges
would you like to see implemented?

Describe the specific experience
and abilities that prepare you to
serve as a magistrate judge.

Given a magistrate court’s
jurisdiction in both civil and
criminal cases, should the current
requirements for magistrate judge
be more than a high school diploma
or equivalent and be a registered
voter and resident of the county?

Do you believe that magistrate
judges should continue to be
elected in partisan elections, or
should they be appointed to office
and then stand for retention?

MAGISTRATE JUDGE OF SANDOVAL COUNTY
This court is part of the statewide Magistrate Court System and is state funded. Magistrate courts are courts of limited jurisdiction, sometimes referred to as
small claims court. Magistrate courts hear the following types of cases, and hold jury trials as appropriate: tort, contract, landlord/tenant rights; felony first
appearances and misdemeanor criminal cases; DWI/DUI; domestic violence; and traffic violations. Candidates must be at least 18 years of age and graduated
from high school or has attained the equivalent education as indicated by equivalency certification issued by the State Department of Public Education, and a
resident of the district in which elected. Elected for a four-year term.
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Ann Marie
MAXWELL-CHAVEZ
Democrat

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

DIVISION 1

F Kenneth
EICHWALD
Democrat

I have a BA in Education from UNM. I
completed coursework from the National
Judicial College in Reno, Nevada and
earned a certification for courts of limited
jurisdiction. I served as a Magistrate
Judge for 24 years in Sandoval County
from 1990 to 2014. During the time that I
was a magistrate judge, I gained
valuable experience from defendants,
plaintiffs, lawyers, and police officers. All
these experiences and education have
prepared me to serve as a magistrate
judge.

The magistrate court is a court of limited
jurisdiction and is considered the
“People’s Court”. Education is important
as well as experience to be able to
handle both criminal and civil cases. I
have a college education and have
handled well over 1,000 DWI and civil
cases. A magistrate judge must follow
the laws of the state of NM and the
judicial code of conduct. A magistrate
judge needs to be able to handle cases
and situations in both rural and urban
settings, since we live in such a diverse
county. Having been a life-long resident
of the county, yes, a magistrate judge
should be a resident and voter in the
county.

All judges at one time or another stand
for a partisan election. The magistrate
judges are the only state judges to stand
for partisan elections every four years. I
would favor that magistrate judges run 2
election cycles and then stand for
retention, as to take the politics out of
the judiciary.

I would like for AOC, in conjunction, with
the Judicial Education Center to provide
classes to magistrate judges on court
procedures and interpreting the state
statues. Currently, magistrate judges
receive 1 week of training before taking
the bench. They should also have a
strong mentorship program for new
judges, allowing for interaction with
more experienced judges. Within the
first 6 months, they should be required
to attend the National Judicial College
for courses on courts of limited
jurisdiction. As a former (retired)
magistrate judge I was the first judge to
serve on the Judicial Education
Committee, and I feel that course work
is important for the enhancement of
judicial skills.

DIVISION 2

Delilah M
MONTANO-BACA
Democrat

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

DIVISION 3



JUSTICE OF THE SUPREME COURT
Voters at a retention election may vote either “yes” or “no” for each individual justice for retention. To retain the office, a justice standing for retention must
receive 57% “yes” votes of all the votes cast on the question of retention.
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JUDICIAL RETENTION

What qualifies you for this position? What policies are needed to keep the judiciary
independent from political influence?

What improvements, if any, are needed in the
Supreme Court?

Michael E
VIGIL

I was elected to the Supreme Court in 2018, and from
2020 until 2022, I was Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court. Prior to my election to the Supreme Court, I was
a judge on the Court of Appeals, from 2003 until 2018,
and was Chief Judge of the Court of Appeals from
2015 to 2017. I have heard and decided thousands of
appeals. I have served on the New Mexico Sentencing
Commission, the New Mexico Chief Judges Council,
the New Mexico Courts Budget Committee, and the
Council of Chief Judges of the State Courts of
Appeals. I have also been an elected member of the
American Law Institute since 2009. Prior to my public
service as a judge and justice, I was an attorney in
private practice in New Mexico for over 27 years.

The pay for justices of the Supreme Court, judges of
the Court of Appeals, all district court judges, and
metropolitan court judges needs to be set independent
of politics.

Mechanisms need to be explored and acted upon to
complete the entire appellate process quicker, without
sacrificing justice.

JUDGE OF THE COURT OF APPEALS
Voters at a retention election may vote either “yes” or “no” for each individual judge for retention. To retain the office, a judge standing for retention must receive
57% “yes” votes of all the votes cast on the question of retention.

What qualifies you for this position? What policies are needed to keep the judiciary
independent from political influence?

What improvements, if any, are needed in the
Court of Appeals?

Jane B
YOHALEM

I was elected a New Mexico Court of Appeals judge in
November 2020 and have been deciding appeals and
writing opinions since that time. Before becoming an
appeals judge, I was an appeals lawyer in New Mexico
representing people from every corner of the State
before our Court of Appeals and Supreme Court. I was
counsel in over 400 appeals, resulting in more than
100 published decisions advancing the law of New
Mexico. My career began as a civil rights lawyer
representing children with disabilities and have
represented indigent families in termination of parental
rights cases for many years.

Public officials need to respect the special role of the
judiciary and treat it as a separate, independent, and
co-equal branch of government. A policy of avoiding
accusations that the courts are acting out of political
motives goes a long way toward ensuring that the
judiciary remains independent. Our courts can promote
respect for their unique role by treating all litigants with
respect and by writing clear and thoughtful decisions
which explain the court’s reasoning in each case.

Cases need to be decided with shorter and clearer
decisions explaining the Court’s reasoning both to the
litigants and to our district courts. The Court of Appeals
has made much progress in this direction, as well as in
shortening the time period to resolve cases on appeal.
I am committed to these goals and will continue to
work to achieve them

MAP OF BERNALILLO COUNTY COMMISSION DISTRICTS



What role should the County
Commission play to address
changing climate conditions?

Describe the experience and
abilities that have prepared you for
the office of County Commissioner.

How would you manage devel-
opment in the county so that
adequate infrastructure and ser-
vices (including roads, trans-
portation systems, and public
safety) are available?

What changes should the County
Commission make to increase
transparency in the decision
making process of the Commis-
sion?

BERNALILLO COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Member of a five-person commission that is responsible for the county government budget, county ordinances and resolutions, and zoning and business regulation
in unincorporated areas, and sets policy for the operations of county government. Must be at least 18 years old, a citizen and a resident of the district in which
elected. Districts 1 and 5 are up for election this year. Elected for a four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.
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BERNALILLO COUNTY OFFICES

Barbara Christine
BACA
Democrat

I am a lifelong resident of Albuquerque’s
Westside where my husband and I
raised our family. I have devoted my
professional career to public service and
have over 35 years of experience in
natural resource conservation, planning,
and land management. I have worked at
the national level and for local
governments. I started my career with
City of Albuquerque Open Space,
worked for the National Park Service in
Washington, DC and worked at the City
of Albuquerque’s Department of Senior
Affairs, helping seniors live more
productive lives. I retired as the City’s
Director of Parks and Recreation in
2014 and currently serve on the Board
of Directors for the Middle Rio Grande
Conservancy District.

The County Commission can allow for
quality development and growth by
following our comprehensive plan and
our green infrastructure plan, “Green-
print.” We must prioritize roadway
development that supports our existing
neighborhoods, while participating in
long-term regional planning for infra-
structure. This approach allows for a
cooperative effort to seek funds from
local, state & federal governments.
Emphasis on the expenditure of tax
dollars should be placed on our existing
infrastructure needs while planning for
appropriate expansion, rather than
sprawl development. Services such as
public safety, fire, and our growing
school system will benefit by thoughtful
planning and development.

Good government is open and
transparent in all aspects of decision
making. The BernCo website should
continue to provide quality information
about programs, services, and public
meetings. Our Library System does an
excellent job of providing information
and free WiFi and I will support
additional resources to our libraries for
outreach and other services. The
County Commission has returned to
in-person meetings. I would continue the
accessibility of county meetings by
allowing for in-person meetings that are
also available to all via the internet. I will
always be available to constituents and
will have an open door policy to listen
and help to provide answers and
address problems.

We must act now! Scientists have
warned that without immediate
reductions of carbon dioxide and
methane, the world will miss its chance
to avert the most destructive and
deadliest effects of climate change.
Priority should be placed on urban infill
to reduce sprawl and expansion of
infrastructure that will further drain our
water resources and increase vehicle
miles traveled. Water use conservation
efforts have been successfully
implemented by the ABCWUA and
should be continued. As a member of
MRGCD, I have advocated that
collaborative decision making by all
water management agencies is
essential.

Michaela M
CHAVEZ
Republican

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

DISTRICT 1

Judy K
YOUNG
Republican

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

Eric
OLIVAS
Democrat

I am an entrepreneur and small
business owner with deep family roots in
Uptown Albuquerque and the Sedillo Hill
area of the East Mountains. I grew up,
went to public school, and started my
business in Bernalillo County
Commission District 5 over 15 years
ago. Since I was a teenager, I have
operated a landscaping business, which
I have grown to a full service
landscaping and plumbing company.
Today, I employ 5 people and service
Fortune 500 companies, yet we still
mow yards on the block where I grew
up. I’m also active in my neighborhood
and on policing issues. I’m president of
the Quigley Park Neighborhood
Association, chaired the NE Community
Policing Council and the Police
Oversight Board.

We must ensure that infill development
and basic maintenance for existing
neighborhoods does not suffer at the
expense of new development and
growth. All forms of development need
to be sustainable and must respect the
character and needs of our community.
Many areas of the county lack
affordable and reliable broadband.
Public safety services are difficult to
reach from some areas of the county.
Often many of these same areas lack
access to public water and wastewater
systems too. The county must ensure
that we devote adequate resources to
building out these basic systems for
existing residents.

The current commission has at times
flouted the Open Meetings Act and
sometimes fails to operate under basic
rules of order. Agenda items are
frequently changed, added, or removed
without proper notice to the public. I
have served as chair of several Boards
and Commissions and I know how to
comply with the law and respect the
input of the public. I will be open and
transparent with the public and
stakeholder groups. I will always be
available to meet, talk, and most
importantly, listen to constituents. I will
meet my constituents in their own
neighborhoods and homes and work to
expand outreach efforts of the
commission and county departments.

We are in the midst of a climate crisis
and the county government must act.
My first effort as a commissioner will be
to sponsor a county climate plan to
identify all sources of emissions and
identify strategies to reduce emissions.
We should use excess bonding capacity
to electrify county buildings, install EV
chargers at county facilities, power all
county facilities with renewable energy
where possible, and electrify the county
vehicle fleet. These measures will cut
emissions and save taxpayers money.
We should use grants and infrastructure
money for increased forest thinning to
prevent wildfires. Well monitoring and
extending the ABCWUA to areas that
haul water are also priorities.

DISTRICT 5



Page 38, Voter Guide

BERNALILLO COUNTY SHERIFF
Enforces the provisions of all county ordinances; is charged with the suppression of assaults and batteries, the apprehension and commitment to jail of all
offenders violating criminal state laws or county ordinances; and serves and executes all processes, writs, and orders directed to him/her by magistrate judges
and certain others directed by municipal judges. The Sheriff is in charge of department deputies and staff. Must be at least eighteen years of age and a legal
resident and citizen of New Mexico. Elected for a four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

Describe the specific experience and abilities
that have prepared you for the office of Sheriff.

List three specific steps that can be taken to
improve law enforcement in your county.

What would you do as Sheriff to affect morale in
the department?

John D
ALLEN
Democrat

Kaelan Ashby
DREYER
Libertarian

Let first of all put out that i’m not in LE, I’m running for
sheriff as a concerned citizen because i and many
others are concerned about the overreach of local
police. Last year New Mexico was number one in the
country for deaths from Law Enforcement Meanwhile
Police unions are making the public scared about a
supposed “crime wave” as a reason to obtain more
funding and power. We have seen that these kinds of
policies have little effect on stopping crime and just
end up creating more of a police state that destroys
civil liberties. As a citizen i and others find it concerning
that this powerful group of local government can be
trusted with public safety and that’s why i’m running.

1. Decriminalize and end enforcement of victimless
crimes (additionally advocate the release and expunge
the records anyone incarcerated for these).
Additionally end the war on drugs and shift the focus
drug abuse from a legal issue into a medical one. 2.
Demilitarize and defund local police The role of
modern police in society is excessive. 3. Advocate for
a independent community controlled police board

I believe I would affect morale in the department by
offsetting the load of and on officers. The role of police
in society is too excessive. We rely on police to solve
so many issues that they are not equipped, trained to,
or should even deal with. By ensuring police focus on
crimes that actually cause harm to others and perhaps
general public assistance the role of police in society is
reduced.

My career in law enforcement is extensive and varied. I
started as a frontline patrolman with the New Mexico
State Police, then moved to the Bernalillo County
Sheriff’s Office where I held supervisory roles with the
Homicide, Violent Crimes, Crisis Intervention Team,
and Special Weapons and Tactics units. I’ve
investigated all types of homicides, officer and deputy
involved shootings, and problems at the MDC; and
have worked with the FBI, the DEA, Secret Service,
and Homeland Security when crimes involved
narcotics, gangs and other criminal networks. Today, I
am a Lead Instructor at the CNM Law Enforcement
Academy, where I train officers for APD and other
departments around our state.

To improve public safety in Bernalillo County, my
priorities as Sheriff are to: (1) Restore trust in the
Sheriff’s department to effectively fight crime; (2) Invest
in focused and data-driven policing that keeps violent
offenders behind bars; (3) Improve relationships with
other local and regional law enforcement agencies and
the media; and (4) Advocate for stronger investments
in behavioral health and substance abuse programs.

BCSO is in dire need of reform. I represent change
and a break from the past and will put an end to the
cronyism, nepotism, and retaliation that exists at
BSCO and that ultimately gets in the way of making
our communities safe. I am focused on repairing the
management structure so promotions are merit-based,
not based on who you know or are related to. Deputies
must feel supported and valued and that includes
being attentive to equipment and other resource needs
within the department and providing mental healthcare,
including peer counseling and mentoring programs. I
will work to strengthen law enforcement safety and
wellness for deputies and employees to improve
morale at BCSO.

Paul A
PACHECO
Republican

Born in Albuquerque I joined the Albuquerque Police
Department for 27 years working in the FBI NM Violent
Fugitive Task Force, the U.S. Marshall Investigative
Team and as President of the APOA. Later elected to
the House of Representatives for 4 years. Then
appointed as Deputy Cabinet Secretary for the NM
Department of Corrections with the Professional
Standards Division, Corrections Academy and other
units. I supervised more then 500 corrections
professionals. Next I served as Deputy Director of the
NM Security Threat Intelligence Unit. When both of my
daughters spoke of leaving the state because of the
violent crime I was prompted to run for Sheriff.

First, increase the number of deputies on the street.
Faster response times and more proactive activities
such as general patrol and traffic enforcement. A
majority of criminals are caught by the deputy/law
enforcement officers on the street increasing the
quality of life. Secondly, improve communication with
the DA’s office and APD. 60% of criminal cases are
wrongly dismissed by the DA and APD is openly
unwilling to work with the Sheriff’s department. Third,
Victims of violent crimes are not given the support they
deserve. For example, the Courts wrongly releasing
offenders that should be held in custody and a failure
to follow up or provide additional resources to
deserving victims.

First and foremost, provide strong and effective
leadership. Demonstrate that competent leadership is
controlling and guiding the office with a fair actions that
improve the Deputies in the pursuit of their duties.
Specifically Items, such as, promotions based on merit,
support, improving their occupation and a focus on
better and effective training. I would support and
encourage the effort to reverse the recent modification
of the state qualified immunity law. Deputies acting in
good faith, should not carry the risk of losing their
home due to a decision that was made when viewed
after the fact. Qualified Immunity will never apply to
any Deputy that commits a criminal act.

“People often say that, in a democracy, decisions are made by a majority of the

people. Of course, that is not true. Decisions are made by a majority of those who

make themselves heard and who vote – a very different thing.”

Walter H. Judd

“The highest measure of democracy is neither the ’extent of freedom’ nor the
’extent of equality’, but rather the highest measure of participation.”

– A. de Benoist
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If elected as County Assessor, what
training will you seek and support
for the staff on the technical, legal,
and administrative aspects of
property valuation and taxation?

Describe the specific experience
and abilities that prepare you for the
office of County Assessor.

How can you as Assessor ensure
that the annual calculation of
property values is fair and less
prone to a valuation protest?

How will your County Assessor’s
office accurately classify property
as, for example, residential, mobile
homes, agricultural, or tangible
personal property?

BERNALILLO COUNTY ASSESSOR
Determines the property values for real property (land and improvements); personal property (office equipment); livestock; and mobile homes within Bernalillo
County; notifies property owners of their assessed property values; and prepares the Bernalillo County property tax roll for the Bernalillo County Treasurer. Must
be at least 18 years of age and a resident and citizen of New Mexico. Elected for a four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

Damian
LARA
Democrat

I am a State Certified Appraiser, Real
Estate and Property Law Attorney,
served as the Deputy Assessor for five
years, the Vice Chair of the Assessor’s
Affiliate, and as City of Albuquerque
Economic Development Director. I have
over 20 years of public policy and
management experience working in all
levels of government. I have proven
leadership in being an advocate for all
property owners. I have an ability to be
a forward thinker and effective problem
solver.

Establishing current and correct values
requires effective management of over
100 employees and modernizing the
office, use of arial photography, a
computer assisted mass appraisal
systems and education outreach
programs to property owners. I have a
proven record of managing all the
departments of the Assessor’s Office,
including residential management,
commercial management, agricultural
and exemption management, customer
service and much more. I have
implemented countywide canvassing
programs and was recognized nationally
for modernizing our office and property
tax code. Additionally, I would provide
proper training for appraisers and a
carrier ladder for upward mobility for all.

I have managed all departments of the
Assessor’s Office, including residential,
mobile home, agricultural and business
personal property. I will establish
standard operating procedures on when
and how to classify property that is easy
for property owners to understand and
appraisers to implement. For example if
a mobile home is placed on permanent
foundation its classification will change
from mobile home to real property.
Routine and yearly canvasing by
appraisers will determine if an when
agricultural property becomes residential
or commercial or vacant land. Similarly,
working collaboratively with County
Clerk and City Permitting will help us
accurately classify property.

When I was Deputy Assessor, I worked
to provide additional compensation for
additional certified training. I would use
the valuation fund to provide State
Certified Appraiser training, yearly
continuing educational training, internal
training on standard operating
procedures and rules promulgated by
the Taxation and Revenue Department.
As an attorney, I value legal education
and its laws and will afford those same
opportunities to appraisers and
exemption specialists who implement
the property tax code. I would also
provide appraisal and assessment
classes, ArC GiS and cadastral mapping
classes, and modeling and mass
appraisal classes.

In order to obtain and maintain
competency to serve as probate
judge, what training is needed?

How are you qualified to serve as
probate judge?

Can you suggest more effective
methods to improve probate court
procedures and efficiency?

Should the minimum qualifications
for a probate judge be more than
having a high school diploma or its
equivalent, and being a registered
voter and resident of the county?

BERNALILLO COUNTY PROBATE JUDGE
Probate courts are courts of limited jurisdiction and determine heirship with respect to real property in proceedings for the administration of decedents’ estates,
and hear these types of cases: informal probate and uncontested estate cases. Contested estate cases go to district court. Candidates must be at least 18 years
of age, a citizen, and a resident of the county where elected. Elected for a four-year term.

Cristy Jo
CARBÓN-GAUL
Democrat

I have served as the Bernalillo Probate
Court for the last 31/2 years. I also
practice law privately in the areas of a
probate, estate planning and
guardianship and conservatorship and
have done so for 24 years.

Staffing is our most important issue and
I have been working on increasing pay
for my staff and recruiting. I also
prepared a FAQ video to address some
of the regular issues that arise in a
probate to streamline the preparation of
the documents by our customers.

Yes- I believe this position should be
held by someone with a law degree.

I believe a law degree is necessary to
do this job in Bernalillo County where we
process over 1500 probates annually.
We also attend annual, mandatory
training for all probate judges where I
am a regular presenter.

Sandoval County
Commission Districts



What role should the County
Commission play to address
changing climate conditions?

Describe the experience and
abilities that have prepared you for
the office of County Commissioner.

How would you manage devel-
opment in the county so that
adequate infrastructure and ser-
vices (including roads, trans-
portation systems, and public
safety) are available?

What changes should the County
Commission make to increase
transparency in the decision
making process of the Commis-
sion?

SANDOVAL COUNTY COMMISSIONER
Member of a five-person commission that is responsible for the county government budget, county ordinances and resolutions, and zoning and business regulation
in unincorporated areas, and sets policy for the operations of county government. Must be at least 18 years old and must be a resident of the district in which
elected. Districts 1 and 3 are up for election this year. Must be at least 18 years of age, a citizen, and a resident of the district from which elected. Elected for a
four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.
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SANDOVAL COUNTY OFFICES

Katherine A
BRUCH
Democrat

-no response- -no response- -no response- -no response-

DISTRICT 1

Jeanette M
NOWERS CLARK
Republican

As an accomplished businesswoman, I
bring forty years of talent, aptitude, and
financial acumen that make me well-
qualified for the office of Sandoval
County Commissioner. Owning, oper-
ating, and growing a successful small
business with my husband since 1998, I
co-manage the general operations and
administration in the role of vice
president. My responsibilities include
directing sales and marketing, design
consultant, accounts payable, web and
graphic design, long-range planning,
budgeting, and employee management.
In addition to running our business, I
utilize my leadership skills to engage,
inspire, and make a positive impact as a
public servant.

It is of principal importance to attain and
upkeep infrastructure, roads, trans-
portation systems, and public safety
mechanisms for our citizens. Working
with my fellow commissioners, and the
County Manager would be paramount to
ascertaining costs and funding of
proposed development against current
and future infrastructure needs.

The Sandoval County Commission is
highly transparent in the decision-
making process. They provide a
calendar of meeting dates to the public
and have enacted Open Meetings Act
Resolution No. 1-14-21.11B to ensure
the public has an opportunity to voice
their concerns, provide comments and
input, and have access to public
documents for review, including
agendas and minutes. In addition, they
provide accommodation to persons with
disabilities in need of a reader, amplifier,
qualified sign language interpreter, and
any other form of auxiliary aid or service
need to participate in or attend
Commissioner meetings.

A first step toward addressing confirmed
changing climate conditions would be an
inventory of Sandoval County oper-
ations that includes an assessment of
county building and facility contributions
to emissions. Renewable energy
upgrades, solar installation, and
adhering to a healthy building checklist
that promotes energy efficiency.

Michael
MEEK
Republican

For the past three years I have served
as Sandoval County Commissioner,
District 3. In January of this year I was
voted to become Chairperson for the
Commission by my peers, (after serving
as Vice Chair in 2021). I take the
position seriously and have developed a
good working relationship with the other
4 commissioners. I am committed to
continue to seek avenues that can help
the County be more prosperous.

While there rarely seems to be funding
for every project in the County, we have
a system that prioritizes all the roads for
future work. We also use a Capital
Improvement Plan to prioritize needs in
the County that require capital outlay.
The budget process prepares the
County for the current year while
predicting needs in the near future.
Searching funding is an ongoing
process.

I believe that our current Board of
Commissioners has been as transparent
as possible. We have had to clean up
several past dealings from the
Countynthat were poorly constructed at
best, so are well aware of our
responsibility to the public.

The challenge of climate policy is that it
only works if all global entities involved
accept and agree to a clear path. The
County should keep an open mind and
entertain proven actions that will help
contribute to a global cause.

DISTRICT 3

“Many forms of Government have been tried, and will be tried in this
world of sin and woe. No one pretends that democracy is perfect or
all-wise. Indeed, it has been said that democracy is the worst form of
Government except all those other forms that have been tried from
time to time.”

– Winston Churchill



What role should the County
Commission play to address
changing climate conditions?

Describe the experience and
abilities that have prepared you for
the office of County Commissioner.

How would you manage devel-
opment in the county so that
adequate infrastructure and ser-
vices (including roads, trans-
portation systems, and public
safety) are available?

What changes should the County
Commission make to increase
transparency in the decision
making process of the Commis-
sion?
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Gregory Deforest
BENNETT
Democrat

I am a PhD in the biomedical sciences. I
have worked with the Federal
government to obtain grants and monies
for specific projects for close to 30
years. I have been active in my
community, by volunteering in the
Medical Reserve Corp (MRC), where we
strategized and planned for
mass-casualty disasters such as dealing
with devastating weather events, mass
infections and airplane crashes. I am
also a concerned citizen that feels our
local government does not reflect the
people’s needs.

The County needs to plan for the
needed infrastructure before
development occurs. This will require a
master plan projecting new growth and
the needs and costs associated with
that growth. Developers must also work
with the County in providing new
infrastructure so that the burden does
not fall onto existing residents.

We need to make all government,
particularly at the local level, as
transparent as possible. All voters
deserve to know what is happening at
the county level. We need to ensure that
the voices of the voters are heard at
regular intervals by meeting with
individuals or groups where they can
speak their minds about issues that are
of concern.

As being one of the most urgent
problems we currently face, climate
change cannot only be a national and
state issue. I am an advocate for the 30
by 30 initiative and was disappointed by
the direction the current Commission
majority took in opposing this plan. The
County needs to invest in an electric
fleet and work with the Federal and
State governments to encourage that all
future development minimizes any
impact on climate change.

DISTRICT 3 (continued)

SANDOVAL COUNTY COMMISSIONER (continued)

SANDOVAL COUNTY SHERIFF
Enforces the provisions of all county ordinances; is charged with the suppression of assaults and batteries, the apprehension and commitment to jail of all
offenders violating criminal state laws or county ordinances; and serves and executes all processes, writs, and orders directed to him/her by magistrate judges
and certain others directed by municipal judges. The Sheriff is in charge of department deputies and staff. Must be at least 18 years of age and a legal resident
and citizen of New Mexico. Elected for a four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.

Describe the specific experience and abilities
that have prepared you for the office of Sheriff.

List three specific steps that can be taken to
improve law enforcement in your county.

What would you do as Sheriff to affect morale in
the department?

Darrell K
ELDER
Republican

Jesse James
CASAUS
Democrat

I have 21 years of law enforcement experience and am
currently the Sandoval County Sheriff. I’m involved in
all operations at the Sheriff’s Office, so I may focus on
fair and effective policing practices and collaborative
policing approaches. I continually engage with
communities on a variety of levels, as I feel that a
community partnership is vital for success. I’m a
proven team-oriented professional with strong
initiative, customer service, and communication skills.
As Sheriff, I have developed relationships not only with
law enforcement agencies, but with community
stakeholders, which enables my office to develop more
effective solutions to challenges involving public safety.

-Continue working with surrounding agencies so we
may work as one TEAM that serves the Community.
-Continue expanding the new information sharing and
multi-jurisdictional footprint with the Navajo Nation to
better address issues that affect the safety of women,
children and their families. -Cross commission more
deputies with the Navajo Nation.

As the current Sheriff, I have worked diligently to
increase training opportunities for professional
development of personnel. In addition, I continue to
maintain adequate staffing levels to avoid employee
burnout, consistently work to show appreciation to
employees and recognize excellent work, and continue
to provide state of the art equipment and technologies
allowing officers to perform their duties efficiently and
more safely.

I began my law enforcement career as a New Mexico
State Police Officer and retired as a Sergeant. I
continued public service with the Sandoval County
Sheriff’s Office. I served as a deputy, and criminal
investigator prior to being promoted to Lieutenant. As a
lieutenant, I commanded the field services division,
civil division, and as an administrative lieutenant I was
responsible for training, recruiting, applicant testing,
animal control, public engagement, and public
information. I ensured agency compliance with
continuing educational and firearms qualification
requirements from the NMLEA. I retired from the
Sheriff’s Office as an Administrative Lieutenant.

There are steps that can be taken to improve law
enforcement relations in Sandoval County. They are
not limited to participating in community events and
activities. Returning to community based policing which
encourages deputies to step out of their vehicles to talk
with community members, to listen to their concerns
about safety and criminal activity. Interacting with the
community builds trust and confidence with those we
serve. Open communications with other agencies
within the county to work together to curb crime and
increase public safety.

Morale is an important part of retaining staff. Not just
the commissioned staff, but the support staff as well.
Their monetary compensation is important, but there is
another component to improving morale and retaining
staff. Fair and equitable treatment of all the employees.
Taking the time to listening to what is important to
them. Creating an energetic work place. Providing
career developmental training and a career path model
for all of the employees to follow. If you treat your
employees well they will find it difficult to leave.

SANDOVAL COUNTY ASSESSOR
Determines the property values for real property (land and improvements); personal property (office equipment); livestock; and mobile homes within Sandoval
County; notifies property owners of their assessed property values; and prepares the Sandoval County property tax roll for the Sandoval County Treasurer. Must
be at least 18 years of age and a resident and citizen of New Mexico. Elected for a four-year term with no more than two terms in succession.



If elected as County Assessor, what
training will you seek and support
for the staff on the technical, legal,
and administrative aspects of
property valuation and taxation?

Describe the specific experience
and abilities that prepare you for the
office of County Assessor.

How can you as Assessor ensure
that the annual calculation of
property values is fair and less
prone to a valuation protest?

How will your County Assessor’s
office accurately classify property
as, for example, residential, mobile
homes, agricultural, or tangible
personal property?
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Linda P
GALLEGOS
Democrat

I am the current Sandoval County
Assessor and have kept my promise to
be fair and equitable. I also have 30
Years work experience in Real Estate,
Financial and Management positions. I
have been a Title Director, Escrow
Officer, Mortgage Loan Officer, Branch
Manager, Private Banker, Underwriter,
Loan Committee Member, mom,
grandmother, athlete, coach, referee
and Volunteer. I spent 18 months as the
Chief Deputy Treasurer and again, 4
successful years as the current
Assessor. Past experiences helped me
improve budgets, set office goals and
lead the office. I fixed issues with the
Valuation Fund that the State brought to
the attention of the previous admin-
istration.

We will continue to adhere to Mass
Appraisal Standards and look at
statistical analysis to gauge the
accuracy of valuations. We are fortunate
to have experienced, knowledgeable
and hard working staff in the office. We
will continue to work together, and with
other counties, to ensure accurate
assessments.

Technically, it is presumed that all
property is non-residential. It is up to the
property owner to request a change in
classification or to apply for a Special
Method of Valuation. It is also a
requirement that each property owner
notify the Assessor’s office of any
change of classification. We also have
our qualified staff continually verifying
data and doing field visits. We have
assessed over 20% of our accounts
each year that I have been the
Assessor. As the fastest growing county
in the state, it is a credit to the staff that
we have kept up with our growth so well.
Each year we analyze and prioritize
which areas that need to be addressed.

I have budgeted, encouraged and
adjusted work loads to allow all staff
members to attend EDGE courses and
International Association of Assessing
Officers (IAAO) classes. Myself and the
Deputy Assessor have both completed
all the required courses to become New
Mexico Certified Appraisers. All
Appraisers in our office have done the
same or are working towards this
prestigious title. Training and education
is available to all employees.

SANDOVAL COUNTY ASSESSOR (continued)

Lawrence D
GRIEGO
Republican

I have more than 15 years of direct
experience in the Assessor’s Office
serving as a supervisor and certified
appraiser with 10+ years of valuation
expertise. Working full-time as an
Appraiser Supervisor for Sandoval
County, I earned my Bachelor’s in
Organizational Leadership, was
awarded the National Certified Public
Manager certificate, received the
National Residential Evaluation
Specialist designation, was designated
as adjunct professor with NMSU NM
EDGE, and completed training as an
IAAO Appraisal Instructor. With a solid
educational foundation and 15+ years of
appraisal experience, I am ready to
serve the people of Sandoval County
fairly and equitably.

By ensuring that adequate resources
and training are in place to facilitate
equitable assessments and trained
appraisal staff follow standard valuation
practices. Constant analysis of available
data must be conducted to verify the
final assessed values are fair and
consistent and represent the market
value and not more. Quality control
measures must verify correct property
information and valuations. Protests are
a vital part of the valuation process and
should be easily filed and establish open
communication between the Assessor
and the property owner.

There are two classifications of property
in NM, residential and non-residential.
These definitions are clearly established
in the NM Property Tax Code.
Classifications can best be determined
by an actual review of the property. As
part of the reappraisal process, a review
of all properties shall be conducted for
valuation and classification.
Classification is directly linked to
valuation and is critical to a fair and
equitable assessment.

By making training and professional
development available to assessment
staff enhancing their knowledge and
capabilities and requiring appraisal
certification for all appraisal staff. The
International Association of Assessing
Officers (IAAO) provides education and
technical standards in all facets of
Property Assessment Administration. I
will empower and support staff by
encouraging support training from the
NMSU NM EDGE program, offering
classes that cover legal and
administrative aspects of county
government specific to the Assessor’s
office.

In order to obtain and maintain
competency to serve as probate
judge, what training is needed?

How are you qualified to serve as
probate judge?

Can you suggest more effective
methods to improve probate court
procedures and efficiency?

Should the minimum qualifications
for a probate judge be more than
having a high school diploma or its
equivalent, and being a registered
voter and resident of the county?

SANDOVAL COUNTY PROBATE JUDGE
Probate courts are courts of limited jurisdiction and determine heirship with respect to real property in proceedings for the administration of decedents’ estates,
and hear these types of cases: informal probate and uncontested estate cases. Contested estate cases go to district court. Candidates must be at least 18 years
of age, a citizen, and a resident of the county where elected. Elected for a four-year term.

Edward Wayne
LOVATO
Democrat

My education, training, and professional
experience make me particularly well
qualified to be Sandoval County’s next
probate judge. Having served more than
thirteen years on active duty in the U.S.
Marine Corps, including tours in Iraq and
Afghanistan, I gained valuable leader-
ship experience and organizational skills
that I will bring with me to the probate
court. As an experienced attorney that
specializes in the areas of estate
planning and probate, I have extensive
training and knowledge in the area of
probate law. I also own and operate a
thriving small business in Rio Rancho,
so I know how imperative it is to deliver
excellent client/customer care.

Electronic filing should be adopted in
probate courts throughout the state.
Other than filing the original will with the
court clerk, all other filings can and
should be accomplished electronically.
Adopting electronic signatures and
remote notarizations in a post-Covid
world would also enhance efficiency.
This would drastically reduce the time
and expense associated with paper
filings and in-person notarizations, both
archaic practices given the modern
technological tools available. I would
also ensure the court staff is trained,
supervised, and empowered to deliver
excellent customer service to every
person who steps into the probate court.

Yes! Most people I have encountered
were surprised to learn that a probate
judge is not required to have any legal
training whatsoever. Unlike District
judges who are required to be attorneys,
one merely has to be 18 and not a
convicted felon in order to run for
probate judge. While the probate court’s
jurisdiction is limited to informal,
uncontested matters, it is only common
sense that the person being elected to
oversee the entire county’s probate
court and its staff should have some
basic minimum level of education,
training and/or experience. I support
requiring probate judges to be attorneys
and expanding their jurisdiction, to
alleviate the burden on the district
courts.

Probate judges should be licensed
attorneys in good standing with the
State Bar. Imposing such a requirement
would ensure that, at minimum, the
probate judge will have earned an
undergraduate degree and a law degree
(typically 7 years of higher education),
passed an ethics/professional
responsibility exam, and passed a Bar
exam that tests for basic levels of
competency. Furthermore, to be a
member of the State Bar and remain in
good standing, each attorney must pass
a character and fitness evaluation and
have no serious violations of the Rules
of Professional Responsibility. Adopting
these requirements would be in the
public’s best interest.

“Democracy cannot be forced upon a society, neither is it a gift
that can be held forever. It has to be struggled hard for and
defended everyday anew.”

– Heinz Galinski
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The following summary and arguments are condensed from material provided by
the NM Legislative Council Service (LCS) staff. Neither the LCS nor the League
has an opinion on the amendments and makes no claim for the validity or
consistency of the arguments presented.

Constitutional Amendment 1

Proposing an amendment to article 12, section 7 of the constitution of New Mexico
to provide for additional annual distributions of the permanent school fund for
enhanced instruction for students at risk of failure, extending the school year,
teacher compensation and early childhood education; requiring congressional
approval for distributions for early childhood education.

For _________________ Against ________________

SUMMARY of Proposed Constitutional Amendment 1

Constitutional Amendment 1 (CA1) proposes to amend Article 12, Section 7 of
the Constitution of New Mexico to provide additional distributions from the land
grant permanent funds. These distributions would be in an amount of 1.25% of
the average of the year-end market value of the Permanent School Fund for the
immediately preceding five calendar years. Forty percent of this would be
distributed to public schools for enhanced instruction for at-risk students, extending
the school year and teacher compensation, and 60% would be to provide early
childhood education, defined as nonsectarian and nondenominational education
for children, until they are eligible for kindergarten. CA 1 would permit the
legislature to suspend these additional distributions by a three-fifths’ vote and also
would automatically suspend the additional distribution if the five-year average
market values of the land grant permanent funds fall below $17 billion. If CA 1 is
approved by the voters, it would require congressional approval prior to taking
effect.

Arguments For Ca 1

1. Would provide additional and needed funding for public schools and early
childhood education.
With the proposed additional distribution from the Land Grant Permanent Fund,
public education and early childhood education programs will receive an increase
in educational funding. The projected additional funding for early childhood
education may help close the funding gap that the Early Childhood Education and
Care Department presented in its recent finance plans, which estimated that an
additional $505 million would be needed by fiscal year 2026 to provide New Mexico
with universal access to early childhood services.

2. Early childhood educational programming provides a significant benefit
in student outcomes.
Many studies have shown that pre-kindergarten programs are among the most
effective measures for improving student outcomes. Participation in
pre-kindergarten led to higher high school graduation rates and improved
outcomes for students with special needs.

3.Increased student outcomes provide direct benefits to taxpayers and the
state.
The benefit to taxpayers for pre-kindergarten programs is estimated at $16,000
per student. The students on average earn higher lifetime wages and pay higher
taxes; also there are savings from lower crime and social program spending.

Arguments Against Ca 1

1. Other funding is available to accomplish the goal of the proposed
constitutional amendment.
Funding through a new distribution provided in CA1 may not be necessary to
sufficiently fund early childhood programs because in 2020 the state created a
new trust fund, the Early Childhood Education and Care Fund. Rather than risk
the corpus of the Land Grant Permanent Fund and possible reductions in future
distributions to existing beneficiaries, it may be more appropriate to rely on this
Fund for early childhood programs.

2. The amendment will eventually cause diminishing distributions due to a
smaller fund corpus.
The Land Grant Permanent Fund is invested to ensure sustainable growth over
time. A larger fund equates to a larger distribution. If more money is distributed
from the fund now, then less money will be available to invest and the fund will
grow at a lower rate over time.

3.Further legislative changes would likely be necessary.
If CA 1 is approved by voters, further NM legislative action will be required. Sixty
percent of the new distribution would be provided for early childhood

education. It is statutorily unclear how this money would be used and what state
department, agency or entity would receive this distribution.

4. May not actually increase funding for public education or early childhood
education.
Public education and early childhood education receive significant portions of their
budgets from other sources, including other existing funds in state law and also
General Fund appropriations that are made annually. The state could reduce
distributions and appropriations from other funding sources to education.

Constitutional Amendment 2

Proposing to amend Article 9, section 14 of the Constitution of New Mexico to
allow public investment to provide access to essential household services,
including internet, energy, water, wastewater, and other similar services as
provided by law, upon the enactment of general implementing legislation by a
majority vote of the members elected to each house of the Legislature.

For ____________ Against ____________

SUMMARY of Proposed Constitutional Amendment 2
Constitutional Amendment 2 would amend Article 9, Section 14 (commonly
referred to as the “anti-donation clause”) of the Constitution of New Mexico to
allow the legislature to enact statutes that authorize the state to spend money to
assist in the construction of utility lines or other infrastructure for energy, internet,
water, wastewater and similar services for primarily residential purposes. Such
statutes would be required to include provisions to safeguard public money and
resources.

Arguments For CA 2

1. The amendment would increase access to essential utility services.
Broadband internet, energy, water and wastewater services are essential utility
services in today’s world, and some communities in New Mexico still lack these
basic services. The proposed amendment would authorize direct state investment
to ensure access to essential utility services by all New Mexicans, and allow for
public-private partnerships to provide access to these services.

2. May assist the state with leveraging federal funding.
The current anti-donation prohibition limits New Mexico’s ability to compete with
other states regarding rural development and to access federal funding for such
development projects. The proposed amendment may give New Mexico the best
chance to leverage federal dollars to achieve the broadest access to internet
service and other essential household services throughout the state.

3. May assist with ensuring that all New Mexicans have access to the internet.
Adoption of the proposed amendment could be particularly helpful in building
high-speed broadband internet infrastructure throughout the state. It would allow
the state to invest in the broadband infrastructure needed for the full participation
of all of New Mexico’s residents in the modern world.

4. The implementing legislation would be vetted through the public
legislative process.
Adoption of the proposed amendment would be just the first step in a lengthy
process to allow the use of public funds to provide access to essential household
services. The legislature would need to pass implementing legislation that includes
fiscal safeguards for a utility assistance program to take effect.

Arguments Against CA2

1. The proposed amendment lacks clarity and leaves too much discretion
for future legislatures in enacting the implementing legislation.
It is not clear from the text of the amendment exactly what projects state funds
will be allowed to be used for, as those specifics will be laid out in the implementing
legislation.

2. Public money may not be adequately safeguarded.
The purpose of an anti-donation clause is to ensure that taxpayer money is not
being used to support or subsidize private gains without the state receiving
something of value in exchange for the transfer of money or property. The
proposed amendment does not specify how the implementing legislation is to
“safeguard public money” nor is there inclusion of a spending cap.

3. The growing exceptions to the anti-donation clause are swallowing the
rule.
New Mexico’s anti-donation clause is being whittled away. Since 1971, it has been
amended six times to create exceptions for such things as scholarship programs,
care of the indigent, and affordable housing.

STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
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Constitutional Amendment 3

Proposing to amend Article 6, Section 35 of the Constitution of New Mexico to
provide that an appointed judge serve at least one year before a general election
is held for the office to which the judge was appointed.

SUMMARY of Proposed Constitutional Amendment 3

Constitutional Amendment 3 proposes one substantive change and several
technical changes to Article 6, Section 35 of the Constitution of New Mexico.
Substantively, Constitutional Amendment 3 proposes to delay the general election
for a seat to which a judge is appointed until after that judge has served on the
court for one year following appointment by the governor. Technically, this
constitutional amendment proposes to use gender-neutral language in Article 6,
Section 35, i.e., changing “his application” to “the application” and “chairman” to
“chair”, and it also replaces the term “committee” with “commission” in several
instances for consistency.

For ____________ Against _____________

Arguments For CA 3

1. Allows the public to evaluate an appointed candidate on the merits prior
to election.
If the amendment is adopted, appointees will have at least one year to serve on
the bench before they face a general election. Appointees who do not otherwise
have judicial experience will have time to hone their judicial skills and the public
will be able to observe their conduct as a judge before they run for election.

2. Enables greater access by judicial candidates to public financing.
Judicial candidates are authorized to access public financing for elections pursuant
to the Voter Action Act. When a judicial appointee must run for the office in a

partisan election shortly after being appointed, the time lines for complying with
the Voter Action Act are compressed, and, depending on the time between the
appointment and the election, the appointee may not be able to meet the deadlines
to qualify for the public financing. Requiring the election to be held at least one
year after appointment provides time for an appointed judge to meet the deadlines
and qualify for the available public financing.

3. Helps with recruitment and diversity for judgeships.
Allowing an appointed judge to serve in the position for at least one year before
having to run for the position in a partisan election will help with the recruitment
of qualified, diverse applicants to the judgeship. Attorneys who work in private
practice may not choose to seek judicial positions if they may serve only for a
short time.

Arguments Against CA 3

1. Delaying the election may have unintended consequences.
There could be unintended consequences if an election to fill the vacancy does
not take place until the first general election following one year after appointment.
For example, depending on when a vacancy is created and when the appointment
to fill the vacancy is made, the appointee could serve up to three years in the
position before the general election is held.

2. Unclear if the new language applies to judges other than appellate judges.

3. Removes an inherently political decision from the political process for a
longer period than the Constitution of New Mexico currently provides.
This amendment would require the public to refrain from participating in the political
process for a year, at a minimum, prior to that appointed candidate facing the
elective process.

General Obligation Bond Issues
(Background information provided by the Department of Finance and
Administration)

A bond represents a debt for money borrowed by a government to finance capital
improvement projects. The State of New Mexico promises to repay the amount
borrowed, plus interest, over a period of time for each General Obligation Bond
that is approved by voters. The bonds are called “General Obligation” because
payment of the debt service (principal plus interest) is a general obligation of the
State and its property owners through property taxation.

According to the Board of Finance division of the NM Department of Finance and
Administration, the specific amount of property taxes collected in a given year is
attributable to a number of factors, including the amount of debt service required
for existing General Obligation bonds, the projected debt service required for a
new bond issue, the latest assessed valuation of net taxable property, cash
balances in bond debt services accounts, the date of issuance, and the actual
interest rate obtained on the bond sale.

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS:

General Obligation bonds are a primary source of funds for capital projects
statewide. State General Obligation bonds are secured by the full faith and credit
of the State and are repaid from a dedicated statewide property tax. Article 9,
Section 8 of the New Mexico Constitution limits General Obligation indebtedness
to no more than one percent of the assessed valuation of all the property subject
to taxation in the state.

STATE BOND QUESTIONS

Bond Question 1 - $24,470,165

“The 2022 Capital Projects General Obligation Bond Act authorizes the issuance
and sale of senior citizen facility improvement, construction and equipment
acquisition bonds. Shall the state be authorized to issue general obligation bonds
in an amount not to exceed twenty-four million four hundred seventy thousand
dollars ($24,470,000) to make capital expenditures for certain senior citizen facility
improvement, construction and equipment acquisition projects and provide for a
general property tax imposition and levy for the payment of principal of, interest
on and expenses incurred in connection with the issuance of the bonds and the
collection of the tax as permitted by law?”

For _______________ Against _______________

Bond Question 2 - $19,266,000

“The 2022 Capital Projects General Obligation Bond Act authorizes the issuance
and sale of library acquisition bonds. Shall the state be authorized to issue general
obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed nineteen million two hundred sixty-six
thousand dollars ($19,266,000) to make capital expenditures for academic, public
school, tribal and public library resource acquisitions and provide for a general
property tax imposition and levy for the payment of principal of, interest on and
expenses incurred in connection with the issuance of the bonds and the collection
of the tax as permitted by law?”

For _________________ Against ________________

Bond Question 3 - $215,986,000

“The 2022 Capital Projects General Obligation Bond Act authorizes the issuance
and sale of higher education, special schools and tribal schools capital
improvement and acquisition bonds. Shall the state be authorized to issue general
obligation bonds in an amount not to exceed two hundred fifteen million nine
hundred eighty-six thousand dollars ($215,986,000) to make capital expenditures
for certain higher education, special schools and tribal schools capital
improvements and acquisitions and provide for a general property tax imposition
and levy for the payment of principal of, interest on and expenses incurred in
connection with the issuance of the bonds and the collection of the tax as permitted
by law?”

For _______________ Against _______________

Each question set forth in this section includes a specific project to be financed
by the bonds. If any such question is not approved by a majority vote of the
electorate in the state’s 2022 general election, the issuance of bonds for the work
or object specified by the question shall be excluded from and shall not be part
of the 2022 Capital Projects General Obligation Bond Act. The failure of the
question to be approved by the electorate at the 2022 general election shall n ot
affect those questions that are approved at the election.

STATE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS

GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS
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BERNALILLO COUNTY BOND QUESTIONS
Bond Question No. 1. LIBRARY BONDS

Shall Bernalillo County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $1,500,000 for the purpose of purchasing materials and
resources for libraries within Bernalillo County, New Mexico, said bonds to
be payable from general (ad valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at
such time or times and upon such terms and conditions as the Board of
County Commissioners may determine and as permitted by law?

Purchase materials for the City/County library branches . . . . . . . $1,500,000

Bond Question No. 2 PUBLIC SAFETY FACILITIES, FLEET AND OTHER
COUNTY BUILDINGS

Shall Bernalillo County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $12,925,000 for the purpose of acquiring property, planning,
designing, upgrading, constructing, remodeling, purchasing, furnishing,
equipping, repairing and otherwise improving, County facilities and fleet,
including but not limited to health and public safety facilities, fire station
and law enforcement facilities, jail and detention center facilities, courthouse
facilities, youth and family service center and learning facilities, visitors
center facilities, replacement of fleet vehicles and heavy equipment, and
necessary redevelopment of facilities, construction and improvements
required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, said bonds to be payable
from general (ad valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at such time or
times and upon such terms and conditions as the Board of County
Commissioners may determine and as permitted by law?

Bernalillo County Sheriff General Fleet Vehicle Replacement . . . . . $350,000
Bernalillo County Sheriff Office Fleet Vehicle Replacement . . . . . . $450,000
Heavy Equipment Replacement . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $450,000
BCSO Helicopter hangar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400,000
Youth Service Center Facility Improvements (YSC) . . . . . . . . . . . $700,000
MDC Facility Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,250,000
Fire Station 36 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5,000,000
1900 Bridge SW Renovation PB&J . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,000,000
BCSO NE Heights substation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,000,000
Courthouse Expansion . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $150,000
Explora Museum - Brillante Early Learning Center (early childhood STEAM
learning center) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $175,000

Bond Question No. 3 PARKS AND RECREATION BONDS

Shall Bernalillo County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $11,030,000 for the purpose of acquiring property, planning,
designing, upgrading, constructing, remodeling, furnishing, equipping,
repairing and otherwise improving park and recreational facilities within the
County, including but not limited to parks, aquatic centers, community
centers, playgrounds, ball fields, open spaces, cultural and educational
facilities, community recreation centers and pools, and necessary
redevelopment of facilities, construction and improvements required by the
Americans with Disabilities Act, said bonds to be payable from general (ad
valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at such time or times and upon
such terms and conditions as the Board of County Commissioners may
determine and as permitted by law?

ADA Audit for Parks and Recreation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $140,000
Park Redevelopment and Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $240,000
Land Management Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $245,000
Little League Redevelopment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $290,000
Playground Redevelopment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $290,000
Community Center Redevelopment & Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . $200,000
Aquatics Redevelopment & Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $100,000
South Valley Gateway/Dolores Huerta Park . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300,000
Tom Tenorio Park Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,975,000
Swede Scholer Mesa del Sol Regional Recreation Complex Improvements and
Additions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,500,000
North Valley Aquatic Center @RGSCC and RGSCC improvements to support the
improved aquatic center . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $4,000,000
Village of Los Ranchos - Larry Abraham Agri-Nature Classroom . . $250,000
West Side Community Center Expansion Design . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500,000

Bond Question No. 4 TRANSPORTATION BONDS

Shall Bernalillo County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $10,225,000 for the purpose of acquiring property, planning,
designing, upgrading, constructing, rehabilitating, furnishing, equipping,
repairing and otherwise improving transportation facilities within the County,
including but not limited to roads, non-motor vehicle pathways, bridges,
traffic calming facilities, guardrails, bike lanes, trails, sidewalks, transit
improvements, paving, landscaping, traffic signals and other street
improvements, and necessary construction and improvements required by
the Americans with Disabilities Act, said bonds to be payable from general
(ad valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at such time or times and
upon such terms and conditions as the Board of County Commissioners
may determine and as permitted by law?

County Arterial Program . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $300,000
Districts 1,2,3,4 and 5 Bikelanes and Trails, Sidewalks, ADA and Transit
Improvements focus on Bridge Blvd, Sunset Road, Isleta, Alameda Trail and 2nd
Street . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $500,000
Federal Match Requirements for the following road and trail projects - focusing
on Sunset, 2nd St. SW, and Bridge SW in addition to other district roads in
Bernalillo County . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6,800,000
County Road projects - future technical evaluations -all districts . . $1,500,000
Traffic Operations Countywide . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $850,000
Construction Augmentation - PM, inspections - hire a third party . . $275,000

Bond Question No. 5 - STORM DRAINS AND UTILITIES BONDS

Shall Bernalillo County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $4,395,000 for the purpose of acquiring property, planning,
designing, upgrading, constructing, rehabilitating, equipping, repairing and
otherwise improving drainage and utility infrastructure, including but not
limited to storm sewer and drainage, wastewater, water and drainage
systems and facilities within Bernalillo County, New Mexico, said bonds to
be payable from general (ad valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at
such time or times and upon such terms and conditions as the Board of
County Commissioners may determine and as permitted by law?

Federal Match Requirements for storm drainage components of the following road
and trail projects: Focus on Alameda Drain Trail and Isleta . . . . . $2,000,000
Barcelona Road Storm Drain Project - Armijo Drain to Isleta Drain . $350,000
Browning Street Drainage Improvement Project $475,000 Mountain View Drainage
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $970,000
Garduno Road and Ortega Road Storm Drain (now called Paseo and 4th Street
Drainage) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $400,000
AMAFCA and NAA Flood Zone Studies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $200,000

Bond Question No. 6 - PUBLIC HOUSING BONDS

Shall Bernalillo County, New Mexico, be 18 authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $425,000 for the purpose of acquiring property, planning,
designing, upgrading, constructing, remodeling, rehabilitating, furnishing,
equipping, repairing and otherwise improving housing facilities within the
County, including but not limited to energy efficiency and other
improvements for multifamily housing units for low-income, homeless,
senior and disabled populations, said bonds to be payable from general (ad
valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at such time or times and upon
such terms and conditions as the Board of County Commissioners may
determine and as permitted by law?

Improvements to Seybold Village and El Centro Housing Units . . . $425,000
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BERNALILLO COUNTY COMMISSION
BALLOT QUESTION

Adoption of the proposed amendments to the Bernalillo County Charter

For ___________ Against ____________

Bernalillo County Commission Charter Amendment Explanation

The proposed changes to the Bernalillo County Charter, the primary governing
document for the county, are minor in nature and allow for clean-up of language
and minor authority and administrative adjustments to promote efficiency.

• The hiring process for the Chief of Fire and Rescue is streamlined so that position
becomes a direct hire by the County Manager instead of undergoing County
Commission confirmation.
• Language is added to clarify the collaboration between the County Manager and
County Attorney in retaining outside counsel for cases involving conflicts of interest
concerning county business, and the County Manager’s ability to retain counsel
to assist with the duties of his or her office.
• The county’s legislative process is amended to include Deputy County Managers
among those elected officials and county employees authorized to sponsor
legislative agenda items.
• Various small language corrections are made throughout the charter.

If approved, these changes would take effect on January 1, 2023.

Shall the Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority be
authorized to issue its general obligation bonds in principal amount not
exceeding $25,000,000 for the extension, betterment, alteration,
reconstruction, repair and other improvements of the Authority’s flood
control system?

For _________ Against __________

The Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA) is the
local governmental agency responsible for planning, construction and
maintenance of the major flood control facilities within its boundaries, which include
most of the developed area of Bernalillo County, except the East Mountain area.
AMAFCA was created in 1963 by the State Legislature with specific responsibility
to build and maintain flood control structures that help alleviate flooding problems.
AMAFCA’s purpose is to prevent injury to life, and to eliminate or minimize property
damage.

AMAFCA, governed by a publicly elected five-member board of directors, has
taxing authority and its capital program is funded through its mill levy assessment
on property tax bills. The current tax (mill levy) for AMAFCA general bond obligation
is 67.5 cents per thousand on debt service for AMAFCA. An owner of property
assessed at $100,000 would pay $22.50 in debt service on these bonds. Because
old bonds are retired as the new bonds are requested, passage of the bonds does
not result in a property tax increase.

This election, a $25,000,000 bond authorization is sought to fund construction of
flood control and storm water quality projects within AMAFCA’s boundaries. For
specific projects to be funded by this bond issue see www.amafca.org, or contact
AMAFCA through its website or at 505-884-2215.

A bond represents a debt of money borrowed by a government to finance capital improvement projects. The government promises to repay the amount borrowed,
plus interest, over a period of time. The bonds are called “General Obligation” because payment of the debt service (principal plus interest) is a general obligation
of the county and its property owners. General Obligation bonds require approval by the voters. Because old bonds are retired as the new bonds are requested,
passage of the bonds will generally not result in a property tax increase.

Bond Question No. 1. LIBRARY BONDS

Shall Sandoval County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $1,885,000 for the purpose of planning, designing, upgrading,
constructing, remodeling, furnishing, equipping, repairing and otherwise
improving library facilities within Sandoval County, New Mexico, and
purchasing books and other library resources for libraries within Sandoval
County, New Mexico, said bonds to be payable from general (ad valorem)
taxes, and to be issued and sold at such time or times and upon such terms
and conditions as the Board of County Commissioners may determine and
as permitted by law?

For __________ Against __________

¿Deberá el Condado de Sandoval, Nuevo México, ser autorizado a emitir sus
bonos de obligación general, en una serie o más, por un monto principal
agregado que no exceda $1,885,000 con el propósito de planear, diseñar,
actualizar, construir, remodelar, amueblar, equipar, reparar y mejorar de otra
manera las instalaciones de bibliotecas dentro del Condado de Sandoval,
Nuevo México, y comprar libros y otros recursos bibliotecarios para las
bibliotecas dentro del Condado de Sandoval, Nuevo México, dichos bonos
serán pagaderos de los impuestos generales (ad valorem), y serán emitidos
y vendidos en el momento o momentos y bajo los términos y las condiciones
que la Junta de Comisionados del Condado pueda determinar y según lo
permita la ley?

Bond Question No. 2. COUNTY COURTHOUSE BONDS

Shall Sandoval County, New Mexico, be authorized to issue its general
obligation bonds, in one series or more, in an aggregate principal amount
not exceeding $41,000,000 for the purpose of making additions required by
law and other necessary additions to the County Courthouse, which will
entail acquiring property, planning, designing, upgrading, constructing,
remodeling, furnishing, equipping, and any other activities needed to
complete those additions, said bonds to be payable from general (ad
valorem) taxes, and to be issued and sold at such time or times and upon
such terms and conditions as the Board of County Commissioners may
determine and as permitted by law?”

For __________ Against __________

Deberá el Condado de Sandoval, Nuevo México, ser autorizado a emitir sus
bonos de obligación general, en una serie o más, por un monto principal
agregado que no exceda $41,000,000 con el propósito de realizar las
adiciones requeridas por la ley y otras adiciones necesarias al Tribunal de
Justicia del Condado, lo que implicará la adquisición de propiedades,
planificación, diseño, mejorar, construir, remodelar, amueblar, equipar y
cualquier otra actividad necesaria para completar dichas adiciones, dichos
bonos serán pagaderos con los impuestos generales (ad valorem), y se
emitirán y venderán en el momento o momentos y en los términos y las
condiciones que la Junta de Comisionados del Condado determine y según
lo permita la ley?

Albuquerque Metropolitan Arroyo
Flood Control Authority (AMAFCA)

SANDOVAL COUNTY BOND QUESTIONS
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Disclaimer: Members of the League of Women Voters of Central New Mexico tried multiple ways and multiple
times to reach candidates, but were unable to collect responses to the questions in some cases.

With membership in the local LWVCNM, you also belong to the state League of Women
Voters of New Mexico and to the national League of Women Voters US.

YES! I want to join LWVCNM, LWVNM and LWVUS. The first membership in a household costs $65.
Add $33 for each additional membership in a household at the same address. Student membership is $12.
Make check payable to LWVCNM.

I do not want to join the League, but I would like to contribute to support future Voter Guides.
Make check payable to LWVCNM.

Mail to: LWVCNM Membership, 6739 Academy Rd. NE, Suite 124, Albuquerque, New Mexico 87109-3352.

Name(s)

Address

City/Zip

Phone(s)

E-Mail

For more information, call LWVCNM office at (505) 884-8441 on weekday mornings (10-12).
Donations are tax deductible.

The League of Women Voters of Central New Mexico is a non-profit, nonpartisan educational organization.
If this guide helped in making your decision, please consider joining our organization at LWVCNM.ORG
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Thank you to the members and friends of the League of Women Voters of Central
New Mexico. We deeply appreciate your support of our voter education efforts.

Sondra Eastham, Liz Shields, Sharon Moynahan,
Francis Harding and Sarah Hamilton, Margaret Schmidt,

Janet and Robert Ford, Margaret Wente

Jennt Plane, George Richmond, Anne Fitzpatrick, Vivian Skadron,
Anne Isham, Mary H. Smith, Anonymous, Katherine Hauth, Cheryl Haaker,

Heather Thomas, Diane Goldfarb, Sondra W, Terry Lee, Therese Quinn,
Jennice Fishburn, Sanjay Bhakta,

Ann Ramenofsky-Wood, Anne Callaghan, Anne Gonzales, Barbara C, Carol Steeves, Scott Baker,

Cyprian Perez-Devine, Daniel Ivey-Soto, David D, Dixie H, Elizabeth H, Francis Delpha, Hanalei Laner,

Herbert T. Thompson, Alice B, James M. Mondloch, Katherine Tyner, Lenore Pardee, Leslie Phinney, Lisa Franzen,

Martha Corley, Mary Mulvaney, Michelle Cassell, Myra Lynch, Pat Briggs, Sam Kagan, Shirley Kondo, Susan M,

Jane Flax, Kathleen Armstrong, MaryEllen Smith, Sonia Lersten, Jan Bandrofchak, Susan McKinstry, Denise Blood,

Donna Rigano, Ashley Benning, Katherine Hauth, Michelle Meaders, J.D. Embry, Chuck Wellborn, Ellen Evans,

Liza White, Merri Rudd, Aija Thacher, Jennifer Black, Mary H. Smith, Linda McDowell, Linda Miller,

Donna Sandoval, Edward Stone, Dianne Parker, Jennice Fishburn, Patricia Pfeifer, Richard Elder, Shelly Roberts,

Sutin, Thayer & Browne, Chip Stone, LLP Financial, Paul Crabb and Betsy Carlson, J & L Tax Services, Inc.

Jeanne Logsdon, Alice Brasfield, Lani Desaulniers,
Karen Douglas, Dave Rossetti, Jan Avent, Albuquerque

Community Foundation, Donna Hill,
Karen and Steve Wentworth

Lindsey Richter, Phyllis Fredericksen, John and Sherry Switz, Dorothy and Susan Walton, MaryEllen Smith,

Kathleen Armstrong, Gail Owens, Athena Christodoulou, Brenda McKenna, Kathy Economy, William Herman,

Jeanine Hawk, Marilyn Thornquist, Margaret Yacisin, Vivian Harris, Andrea Carvey, Greta Berry, Lora Lucero,

James Mondloch, Lenore Pardee, Sam Kagan, Shirley Kondo, Jane Flax, Kathy Jones, Barbara Pope


