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All nine councilors were present at the 4 Aug meeting. Councilors: Louie Sanchez – 

District 1, Joaquin Baca – District 2, Klarissa Peña – District 3, Brook Bassan – District 

4, Dan Lewis – District 5, Nichole Rogers – District 6, Tammy Fiebelkorn – District 7, 

Dan Champine – District 8, Renée Grout, District 9. 

 

General Information: 
The council does not meet during July. 
 
The city of Albuquerque holds elections for council districts 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9 in 
November. Louis Sanchez is not seeking reelection as District 1 councilor. He is running 
for mayor. The current councilors in districts 3, 5, 7, and 9 are seeking reelection. Lists 
of individuals running for the council seats and mayor are listed at the following link: 
CABQ Candidate Information 
 
Executive Session 
At the beginning of the meeting the City Council went into executive session for 40 
minutes to discuss a matter separate from the public forum. The matter relates to a 
resolution passed by in March: R-25-122 Establishing Minimum Staffing Requirement 
for Albuquerque Fire Rescue, Rescue Apparatus. The legislation requires that all fire 
department engines are staffed with two paramedic firefighters. This is a change from 
the City’s current practice. The mayor filed suit against the City Council on this issue, 
which is pending in court. The issue was also referred to the Intragovernmental 
Conference Committee (ICC). The ICC ruled in July that “The council does not have the 
power under the City Charter to specify staffing requirements.” The exact focus of the 
City Council’s executive session discussion is unknown. 
 
General Public Comment 
Members of the public were allowed one minute to speak, rather than the customary 
two minutes. Twenty-eight members of the public spoke on a variety of topics: 

- the lack of comments being allowed on the City Council’s YouTube and GovTV 
recordings, 

- concerns about Federal ICE agents operating in Albuquerque. Nine individuals 
stated they would like City Council to pass ordinances requiring accountability 
from ICE such as proof of identity and signed warrants, 

- five individuals spoke about safety and sanitation concerns with the homeless 
encampment at Quirky Books. Council members Lewis and Sanchez asked 
questions of the administration about this situation. The Chief Administrative 
Officer stated that citations have been issued to the business owner, who has 
appealed in court. 

Near the end of the public comment period, Council President Bassan asked someone 
in the audience to sit down. We could not see that person due to the camera angle of 
the video recording and are unsure if the individual was causing a disturbance. In 

https://www.cabq.gov/vote/candidate-information/2025-candidates-and-committees-1
https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7248083&GUID=B36C8BD0-600B-43E4-8C6B-C5DB02300845&Options=ID%7CText%7C&Search=&FullText=1


response to Council President Bassan’s repeated instructions to sit, other members of 
the audience rose from their seats to stand. Bassan then announced a 30-minute 
recess. Upon returning from the recess, Bassan welcomed everyone back from the 
Council’s dinner break. 
 
Affordable Housing 
Councilor Baca sponsored resolution R-25-177, appropriating $7.5 million in funding 
from the state for two affordable housing projects in his district (the downtown area). 
Ten members of the public spoke in support of the projects. Three spoke against it 
citing process issues. The council unanimously passed the resolution and it was sent to 
the mayor for signature. The projects: 
 

- Lomas Towers Apartments $5 million. Converts the fourteen story Wells Fargo 
building downtown into 100-120 apartments for residents earning 80% or less of 
the area median income. Lincoln Avenue Communities/Geltmore LLC/Fairview 
Housing Partners. 

- The Romero $1.9M. Sixty-nine affordable housing units in Barelas for residents 
earning 30%-80% of the area median income. Palindrome/Barelas Community 
Coalition. 

- Gizmo Elevator Renovation ($0.5million) and Gizmo Façade Renovation ($43k). 
Gizmo Artspace Project converts a large downtown building into a hub for local 
art and business and will include six affordable housing units for youth 
transitioning from incarceration. Includes on-site counseling.  

 
Administration Q&A 
Council meetings include a segment called Administration Question & Answer during 
which councilors ask specific questions of the various departments. Department heads, 
or a designee attend the meetings. Councilors usually provide the questions in advance. 
It was noted by several Councilors that there was no representative from Albuquerque 
Police Department available to answer questions.  

https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7503358&GUID=EBF022C9-33F7-4CBA-A2B7-CBF567452A70

