Observer Corps Report — Albuquerque City Council meeting
15 Sept/6 Oct 2025
Mary Mulvany/Janet Kirkpatrick

15 Sept - Eight councilors were present: Joaquin Baca — District 2, Klarissa Pefa —
District 3, Brook Bassan — District 4, Dan Lewis — District 5, Nichole Rogers — District 6,
Tammy Fiebelkorn — District 7, Dan Champine — District 8, Renée Grout, District 9.
Councilor Louie Sanchez — District 1, was excused.

6 Oct — All nine councilors were present for the meeting, with the exception of Councilor
Champine — District 8, who was excused for the second half.

Local Economic Development Act (LEDA) and Industrial Revenue Bonds (IRB) -
Pacific Fusion LLC

At the 15 Sept meeting, the City Council voted unanimously to administer and disburse
to Pacific Fusion LLC funds totaling up to $10M, of which $9M are from the State
Economic Development Department and $1M are City funds. The funds will support the
acquisition, construction, and improvement of a facility for the commercialization of
fusion energy production to be located at Mesa Del Sol. The mayor signed the
legislation on 26 Sept. 0-25-96

Also at the 15 Sept meeting, the City Council voted unanimously to approve issuance of
$776M in industrial revenue bonds to be repaid by Pacific Fusion LLC. The project will
be exempt from property taxes on land, buildings, and equipment for up to 20 years.
The mayor signed the legislation on 26 Sept. The City of Albuquerque was in
competition with two other cities for this project. The company announced on
September 26" that Albuquerque was chosen. 0-25-97

Pacific Fusion representatives stated this research and development project will bring
200 permanent jobs to Albuquerque with a total payroll of $155M. The facility will be on
17 acres at Mesa del Sol.

Long-Term Housing Stability

At the 15 Sept meeting, the council voted to establish the Preserving Albuquerque
Through Critical Housing (PATCH) program to provide structural housing repairs to
income-qualified homeowners. Under this program, homeowners with income at or
below 80% of average median income could receive a forgivable loan up to $75K. This
program is contingent on the availability of local, state, and/or federal funds, none of
which have been appropriated at this time. The measure passed by a vote of five in
favor (Baca, Fiebelkorn, Grout, Pena, Rogers) and three opposed (Bassan, Champine,
Lewis). Councilor Sanchez was excused. The mayor signed this legislation on 26 Sept.
0-25-91


https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7639424&GUID=B8CF2E7E-E2B5-4F1D-9BB0-8AF31CB58A88
https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7639508&GUID=A85622D6-A797-40A6-BBC5-001A63D9240A
https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7437912&GUID=302CD955-E724-476D-8D70-1C765AD8AF75

Opioid Settlement Funding

At the 6 Oct meeting, the council voted unanimously to appropriate Opioid Settlement
funds for two purposes:

- $1M to expand mobile crisis response services through Albuguerque Community
Safety Department’s Street Outreach.

- $1.9M to provide housing support, stability, and eviction prevention through
Albuquerque Community Safety Department’s Street Outreach.

The resolution was signed by the mayor on October 16. R-25-180


https://cabq.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=7515956&GUID=7CC7F520-320B-4983-9D07-F193830FF2AB

