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Bernalillo County Proposes to Take a Stand Against Federal Immigration Detention Efforts 

Present: Frank Baca, District 1; Barbara Baca, District 2; Adriann Barboa, District 3; Walt Benson, 

District 4; Eric Olivas, District 5 

Bernalillo County Commissioners are considering an administrative resolution and an ordinance 

to protect immigrant communities.  It was introduced at the Oct. 14 meeting, and will be voted 

on at a later time. In general, it says county money, equipment, personnel, facilities and shall 

not be used to facilitate immigration enforcement or prosecution.  

It also establishes safe community places, including: 

• Health care facilities 

• Schools and places where children routinely gather 

• Courthouses, government buildings, work zones and construction sites on county 

property 

• Places of worship, community resource centers, direct service providers (homeless 

shelters, legal service providers, domestic violence advocates) 

• Designated disaster and emergency response site. 

The ordinance was designed to track with a similar City of Albuquerque ordinance. The U.S. 

League of Women Voters position is: “The League supports due process for all persons, 

including the right to a fair hearing, right to counsel, right of appeal, and right to humane 

treatment.” 

The Bernalillo County Commission is continuing a long-term effort to prepare the county to 

handle a possible future as a major logistics hub on the I-40 TradePort corridor with two new 

projects. The county plans to widen Atrisco Blvd. from two lanes to four lanes up to Double 

Eagle Road. A grant from the New Mexico Department of Transportation will provide 

preparation for developing speculation lots to support the I-40 TradePort Corridor. The county 

describes the I-40 TradePort Corridor this way. 

“The I-40 TradePort Corridor is a transformational clean energy, logistics and infrastructure 
system that is being developed by a multi-state group of public and private sector partners 
from California, Arizona, and New Mexico. The initial I-40 TradePorts are public-private 
investment systems that operate as a systemic extension of the global seaports complex in Los 
Angeles, with strategic and modest public investments supporting clean energy, logistics, 
transportation, and industrial investment infrastructure.” 



 
Under the Biden administration the span of I-40 from California to Albuquerque was envisioned 
as a highway to support electric tractor trailers carrying freight, with charging stations in 
Winslow, Arizona, and with Albuquerque as a major warehousing hub. Under the Trump 
administration, the electric truck part of the plan has been quietly dropped, but Bernalillo 
County continues to position itself as a possible warehousing hub. 
 
Another current project underway is planning and preliminary design of site improvements, 
roadway storm drainage, water and waste water infrastructure on 192 acres of county owned 
land at South Broadway and Desert Road SW.  
 
The League has no relevant position on transportation of freight. 
 


